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The Saints Aſſurance, gotten, and to be 
had in this Life, by the ſeveral means ſpe- 
cified in this Tra& upon. 1 Pet, 1. 9. 


' And fifteen Soul-ſolacing Conferences with 
. Chrift, touching Sins and the World's Conquekt; 
according to the high and noble Arc of fight- 
ing the great fight of Faith, x Tim.6.12. 
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+ heartily defire to ſee the death of their trong and /: 

mighty corruptions, & a thorow viftory gorten' © 
over this vile and troubleſome World. 
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Epigramma Authoris Anſpicatorium, as 
FESUM CHRESTUOUM, 
REGEM REGUM, 
Dominum ſunn Clementiſſimum. 


CO Cali, Celorum Gloria, Chriſtez 
Unica Progenies ex Deitate Patris, 
Advenias nobis Regnum, quod nomine Cali 
Scripcurz dicunt, adveniatque (alus : 
Monſtretur nobis facies tua, Maxime Regum, _ 
Ec tendat ſurſum quicquid ad ima ruit 3 l 
Adveniat quoq; Izta Canan, quz dulcia ſemper 
Fundit mella probis angeliciſque viris, 
Tempora decedant, quibus (he a) FIDUCIA nob 
Defuir, & veniant cempora grata Tuis 3 
Adveniat nova Lux, veniant Saturnia Szc'la 
Quz exhilarent Santos, Optime Chriſte, tuos 
Accedatque piis FIDU CIA Magna ſalutis, 
Er guſtenct Jufti gaudia, magna Poli, 
Adveniat cundtis etiam, ſperantibus in te 
Fons vitz, ſemper dulcibus Uber aquis; 
Ambrokſos libent Calefti © Ne&are Rores 
Qui Cclum fitiunt, juſtiriamque Dei z 
Adveniat porro Caleſtis Mufica, Ghrifte, 
Ec nos nunc recreent Jubila Grata Poli, 
Que nec Julzz voces, nec tibia poſlit. 
Muſica Cyrrhzis aflimilare Modis, 
Ec te collaudent, ſpes, O tidifſima Mundi, 
Omnia quz exiftunc, Lux, Polus, arva, fretun 
Thyocre. 
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| Hooococes 


To the truly Vertcuous 
Lady, the Lady 


Margaret (ourtney, 


Grace 8 Peace from God the 
Father, and from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


MADAM, 


Cannot but be 
mindful of you 


alſo in the pub- 
liſbing of my ſe- 
veral Treatiſ es. 
Your gracious carriage and 
good report which you have a- 
mong g00d and pracious peo- 


A 3 ple; 


The Fpiſftle 
ple; and your exemplary for- 


wardneſs to come to our Le. © 
Gures when they were up , and | 
the gregt reſpet which I baut, | 
and ferment lowe which I bear 
to your, Noble Family , fence I 
came firſt ecquaimed with it, 

bath im a manner "Lonftrained 
me ſo to do, and by name'to de- 
dicate unto you theſe Soul-ſo- 
lacing Conferences with Chriſt 
which I have penn'd , and up- 
ou the earneſt requeſt of otheys 
publiſhed, for the good of all 
ſuch gracious ſouls as do deſire 
no better talk than ſuch 'as is 
contained in one of theſe 

. Books, and doubileſs is moſt 


pleaſing to Chriſt. Chriſti you 
know did ſoon draw near to 


thoſe 


Dedicatory. 
thoſe © Emauntiſh Pilgrims , 


* who did bur talk of bim; and 
I therefore much more will not 


q be far from us alſo,if we ſball 


not only talk 0 of bim, but al. 
fo with him; eſpecially when 
he ſhall ſee that we do moft 
heartily deſire to fee the death 
of our ftns, and to live abowe 
this wile and evil ' world, as 
Conqueror of it,' and not con« 
quered 'by it. Oh ! that. doth 
his very heart good; and there« 
fore how? Oh bow ſhould we 
confer and talk , and commune 
with bim about it even day 
end night, that we may oppoſe 
it with all our might, proſper- 
ing and. prevailing againſt it 


' toour ſouls delight? 


A 4. Madam 


The Epiſtle, &c. 

| Madam, Chriſt will be ex» 
ceeding glad of our talk, if 
we ſhall ſo talk with bim, as 
here we are taugbt of. the con» 
queſt of this world z that we 
may reign with bim jn the 0- 
ther world. 

His heavenly Highneſs 
therefore gives us bearts to 
ſpeak as we ought to ſpeak that 
after we hawe ſpokenwith bim 
bere, we may be ſpoken unto, by 
bim hereafter,to triumph with 
bim for ever. 


So prayeth 
Your moſt humble 
{ſervant in Chriſt 


Chriſtopher Felinger. 
To 


SO@SSEDOPSOSED 


To the W orſhipful 


THOMAS RETNEL, Eſq 
And Juſtice of the Peace, 


Grace and Mercy be multiplyed 


. 
2 
? 
p 


I.E, 
O30 Aay it pleaſe you to 
TH give me leave to de- 
dicate,and to preſent 
=D this little Tra of 
The Saints Aﬀurance 
unto you, 4s to a Perſon ſo enobled 
with Grace, as that by God's 
Grace enabling you,l hope you wil 
not only Patronize it; but alſo 
promote my grand deſtgn in tt, 
which is to ſtir up all that ſhall 
read it, to the gaining of the ſaid 


Aſſu- 


The Epiſtle 
Aſſurance thorow Gods aſſiſtance. 

Worthy Sir , you ſee what a 
Subjed& I am faln upon, even a 
Subje& which will ſubje& our 
fears, eject our doubts, and dejeci 
all adverſe powers, which in the 
want of this Aſſurance are wont 
illaqueate our very intellects, #0 
captivate our wills, and to ſubjux 
gate all the powers of our ſouls. 


Souls therefore will never do well | 
till they be heavened with it ; for | 


my part, when I take a full circle 


of my felf, and a thorow view of 


my condition,do find without it my 


*Suſtain- Very being to be a burden,my life a 
ing the x J 


loſs, ry heart a hell;forOb the hel- 
liſh borrors that a man ſhall feel 


counte- jg his heart, when this Aſſurance | 


is far from bis beart! But when | 
it | 


it 


Dedicatoty. 
it is init, Owhat a glad men is 
be | Heawen being #n bis beart, 
bis heart in Heawen ;, Oh Sir / 
what a Heawen, what a Paradiſe, 
what a beatitude did Ccircunts 


ſcribe that boly © Father, when ,S Hie- 


as he writes of binſelf be was, 9s 
it were, in medio Angelorum 
choro, in the wery midſt of the 
quire of Angels, bearing them ſing, 


| 5 be was in Eremo, im « Wilder- 
| neſs | and may not we be ſotoe? 
| yes werily,if we would but labour, 
| a5 we ouobht, for this Aſſurance , 


treading into the Veſtigaes or 


| footfieps of thoſe bleſſed Hebrews, 
| who were: ſo aſſured of their ſal- 
vation, and eternal bliſs, according 

| to that wemorable expreſſtun of 


| the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 34: Know- 


ing 


The Epiſtle. 
ing (mark ) knowing in yourſ, 
{elvs, that you have in Heaven af? 
better and more enduring fſub-ſ, 
ſtance ; for then as they thereby (i 
were, ſo we thereby ſhall cometo 
the innumerable company of An: 
gels, &c. Heb. 12, 22. Confeſs I 
muſt that it is as hard a thing toi 
acquire, and to gain this Aſſu- 
rance, as any thing I know in the ſ 
world, and you 7 Sir, bow | 
the Church if Rome doth fulmi- 
*ceuncit, nate and thunder out her © Ana- 


Trid. 
6. 1" thema's againſt us, for maintain- 


"ing this Aſſurance to be had in 
this life ; but I am nat diſcoura- 
ged from this treating on it by ei- 
ther, for againſt the one, I know | 
that I am defenſated and born up | 
by God's newer-failing Truth, a- 


gainſt 


Ugg egamomg ay er WOE & BB. 


Dedicatory. 
us. ainſt the other by bis power; and 
X therefore I ſay,for all this, let us, 


"RO let ns labour, and labour bard 
VI (becauſe our work is ſo bard) &» 
Bfrive, as for life, to be perſwaded 
"Pin our hearts, that without fail 
and doubt we ſhall enter into life. 
A Life here is ſweet, bit that above 
"Nis ſweeter, &:tho Aſſurance of it the 
"| ſweeteſt thing in all this world's 
" Pcircumference;, for when a man 
" I hath it,hemay truly ſay of it,Oh! 
" | what a life do I now live, living 


" by the faith of the Son of God 


for me? Oh the unexpreſſuble 
peace which I now have within 
me, being perſwaded in my breaſt 
| that with beawenly bliſt I ſball be 
for ever bleſt! Oh what a glorying 


Jo) 


"who lowed me and gave himſelf * Sale 


_——_——  — _ — —_— OO — 
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joy doth now warm me 1 what app 
Ocean of comfort overflow me 
and what a Heaven of glory becir"i 
cle me | Oh this Aſſurance, thi 
beevenly Aſſurance isnothinge 
bur rhe very gate of Heaven, : 
Jacob ſaid once of the place wher: 
he ſaw the Angels of God aſcens 
ing and deſcending upon a Ladder! 
which reached ts Heaven, Gen. 1! 

| 


27. 17. Oh Sir, could we but fol- 

tow thoſe leſſons which are laid 

down for ont going up as it were] 
by ſteps to, that hcight of hope, | 
which mthis life a man may tower\) | 
ip 10; could we live ſuch a ſpot) 
leſs, ſuch « ftrics , ſuch an boly 
ſuch a ſeraphical life as here is 
ſhewn as, could we get the par-}. 
don of our fins ſealet'th us, canld| 


awe 


Dedicatory. 


pe gain that bigh and unqueſtio- 
Wrrable teftimony of Gods bolySpz- 
rit, which is to be bad by us, how 
don would this be our eaſe too? 
end bow ſoon would we be able to 
echo forth the ſame expeſſtons be- 

ing filled with unparallelable 
1Yconſolations ? Ob Sir, let us ſtir 
eftherefore,and ſtrive to our utmoſt, 
n, Ito expreſs the wertue, the life, the 
1. {power of the things bere ſhewn 
;d 4 15, labouring eſpecially for a guſt 
121 of the wery joys of Heawen,which 
ei} bere we are pointed to; and to 
pid lead an extraordinary, exemplary, 
1. blameleſs, moſt boly, and beavenly 
 f (ife, which we are appointed to : 
io And what T ſay to your worthy 
0 ſelf, and my unworthy ſelf, I ſay 
to all; firive, Oh ftrive with all 
your 


The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 
your might, for this moſt glorious 
and Heavenly Aſſurance of your 
ſalvation, which you expe& to an 
endleſs duration for your ſouls 
delight. | 


: 
hs 


Your Worſhtps 


moſt humble Servant, 


Chriſtepher Jclinger. ; 
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. A | 
{Of Mu D TIER 
Sweeteſt Grapes for Saints 


Newly brought from the 
Heavenly Canasn. 


OR, 


The Saints Aflurance, 


| Upon 1 PET. 1.9. 
even the Salvation of your Soulr. 


©2568 Y Soul longs, and 
I N24 (= loveth to 4 there 
NS = where ſhe may be 
Il happy , and ſo ſhe 
looks upon this 

Text as a Theme, 
whoſe handling and following 
(with God's bleſling ) 1s able to 

B 


ccartrs 


A Cluſter of ſweeteſt 
centre her ſo, as that ſhe ſhall be 
bleſſed; for it carrieth happineſs 
in its boſom, and is ready to bring 
Salvation, and the Aſſurance of 
it to it , and to every believin 
Saint , who carries Chriſt in his 
heart: ſo that for this very end 
Ihave choſen it , that thereby I 
may unload my fraighted mind, 
__ purſue my much drawn 
forth, and { for the Saints Afſſu- 
rance of their ſalvation.) bound 
and bent intention. If we look 
a little higher we ſhall ſee a very 
heap of Bleflings cumulated and 
laid together by bleſſed Peter, as 
ſtreaming from the Fountain of 
all bleſſings, to wit, God's infi- 
nite, and not to be fathomed 
mercy, v. 3. 

More particularly he enume- 
rates thele following mercies : 

.1, Regeneration, v. 3. I hen 

2, Glorifcarion, v. 4. And 
3. Perſeverance, by the 2 

O 


hich cometh in thus, * Recei- * Receiving, 


Grapes for Saints. 


of God here to be enjoyed, v. 5. 
Then 

4. Onſpeakable joy already 
obtained, v. 6. 

Which done, he (uperadds the 
procreant cauſfeof the ſaid great 
and glorious joy, as namely, a 
moſt certain hope of eternal life 
in my Text, Ever the ſalvation 
of your ſouls. Where, let us con- 


V9 


der, 2. Parts ofthe 
1. What- Text. 
2. Whoſe. 


I. What. Even the ſalvation, "Part 
ving the end of your Faith, f or hear Sms 
fruit, as ſome,by your unſpeak- great Aſſu- 
able joy, v. 8. and then by way #52, is 
of Amplification, Ever the ſal- Loc.per Me- 
vation, Oc. Salvation is taken, '*"-Adj.Hebr, 

1. For an external Delive- 
rance, Exod. 14. 13. 

2, For the || Author of any 
vation, Pf. 27. 1. 

3. Chriſt eſpecially the Au- 

B 2 thor 


Cal- || Metonymice; 
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thor of ou; ſalvation, Luke 2. 30. 
4. Our ſpiritual deliverance 
in the beginniag of our converſi- 
on, Luk? 19.9. 
5. Our eternal! deliverance 


- from Sin and Satan and everlaſt- 


* Spes eft in- 
| dubitains ante 
| theſanrum the- 
ot ſans 5, Joh, 
if Clin. gr, 30. 


—— 


inz happineſs, conſiſting of two 
degrees. 

The firſt is enjoyed, when be- 
ing unmanned by death, we are 
carried in the arms of Angels, in- 
to the arms of Chriſt who is the 
head of Angels, as Luke 16. 22. 

The ſecond will be enjoyed 
after judgment, when — re- 
ſuſcitated out of the duſt of the 
earth, we ſhall be egroabed with 
the refulgent beams of ſparkling 
glory, in the Kingdom of glory, 
Heb. 1. 14. 

6. The ſure and certain* hope 
of ever during bliſs, and never 
fading glory in the foretaſt of it, 
as here, where I find ſome Expo- 
fitors ſo to underſtagd this fa- 
MOous 


Grapes for Saints. 


mous Scripture; I for my part, 
took this to be the ſenſe of this 
high and lofty place, before I 
ſaw what others ſay 3 but when I 
found others to be of the ſame 
mind, I was glad and mightily 
corroborated in my judgment. 
{ will cite at ne 4 but one, .. 
b .  Piſcator im | 
paſſage out of * one, who wri- 7, 
ting upon this Text, Ever the 
ſalvation of your ſouls; (aith 
thus, that is the certain hope of 
eternal life, in that they did 
moſt certainly hope that they 
ſhould obtain falvation, as there- * gyrjr any 
ward of Faith; thus he: but I do will nvrre- 
molt of all ground this Expoſition — wa 
upon Rom.G8. 24. Forwe are ſa- will he be 
ved by hope, that is, we are afſſu- ferc<dro ut: 
mit of rhis by 
red by an undoubted and a ccr- me here un- 
tain hope, that we ſhall be ſaved. deritood Af 
For otherwiſe we are not alrea- foreging © 
dy ſaved, but ſhall be, a notable word Recei- 
place for our * purpoſe and this *"«-'07 whas 
Aſſurance. The Greek word for care. 


B 3 {al- of- 
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ſalvation here is owTypia from Ca?Pw, 
which fſigaifhes, I defend , and 
preſerve; and ſo it ſhews how 
when ſalvation comes, defence 
comes; and preſervation comes. 
For when it comes, we come to 
be defended againſt and preſer- 
yed fromall the evils which now 
we feel, or fear, and eſpecially, 
Death and Damnation, by a great 
and glorious deliverance. 

2. Parr. 2. Whole. Tour ſouls. 
RM 1. Souls, And yet hath each 
W—_ man but one, not two, as fome 
Diſput. $uet, have held. For God breathed 
| _ dep. 15- into Adam the breath of life, 
x cc. 8, : . 

| (that 1s, a rational Soul ) not 

breaths, Ger. 2. 7. 
Burt what 1s a Soul ? 

It isan AQ, ſaith the Philoſo- 
# ariſt. 1.2: phcr,of a body * organical, which 
Ppenrirsuvere Path life * porentially, 3n it (elf 
Met. Dip. rv, being inorganical; mark, inorga- 
v.DW «5. nical, forthe Learned in Anato- 
* Retigio me. MY tells us, that among thoſe 
gici, p- 79. rare 


Grapes for Saints. 
rare diſcoveries, and curious 
pieces they obſerve” in the Fa- 
brick of man, they find no Or- 
gan, or inſtrument for the ratio- 
nal Soul of man; for in the brain, 
which we tearm the ſeat of Rea- 
ſon, there isnot any thing more 
of moment, than there 1s In the 
Crany of a Beaſt : thus we ſpeak 
according to Philoſophers, as fax 
as they are agreed, tor they do 
not all, nor can agree among 
themſelves, ſo as to tell usexact- 
ly what it 1s. But what ſaith Di- 
vinity of 1t ? 

.F Anſw. That it isa (pirit,and * gagane. 
breath of life, Ger. 2, 7. Eccl. 12, 1+ de Opif. 
7. Heb. 12. 9. If you go farther, P67: 
and ask me, But what is that ſpi- * z/ te in 
rit and that breathoflife 2 I An- !99 corÞore, 
{wer, It is ſomething in us, and —— og. 
in* every part of us; but can be Per. Lomb. 
without us, and will beafter us; car > W- 
though it be hardly known how ge tentum,ut 


It came into us and how ſeated [c115#, Ter- 
w1. 1.3, de 


- 4 1 Axim,c, I'So 


F 8 A4Clufterof ſweeteſt 
FE Aumſtex in us, bleſſed Auſtin ingeniouſly 


Poeret oct, confeſſerh it that he cannot tel], 
Benſermu cam Or thus, it is a truly ſpiritual Eſ- 
E2e2nt 4 ſence; * incorporeal, immaterial 
Wprf. Dei, c. : "Tape 5 
S9. & a/iis. and ſubliſting; when it is ſepa- 
£ 2-can. 1.5: rated fromthe body. 

Ur. 44i eam Souls of Saints,- v. B. who belie- 
| _ HS vingand rejoycing in Chriſt , re- 
- 0rproream, ' . . 

WP. 3. 4 4nj- Ceive the end of their Faith , 
1&7.  whichisthecertainty of their ſal- 


vation, which cometh by Chriſt. 


Whence note. | 
—_ That * men in this life may gain 'T 
would have and have the Aflurance of their tr 
[| += Souls ſalvation. See Fob. 9. 27. w 
That Saintsin Heb. 10.22.34. 2 Tim. 4.70. and kc 
here tl eſpecially Heb. 3. 14. t] 
chisaſſarance, Where give me leave to ſhew, b 


he maytake — 13, What this Aflurance is. 


ar ſo. Burt I, fo - . . 
m—_— i Why men in this life may 


b 
I 
Men to labor gAaln It. | N 
T 
: 


for ir, ſhalluſe x3, What it is, namely, The 
| mq——_ ſoul of. Faith, the Paradiſe of- 


chiefly aim ar Saints, the Canaan of Believers, 
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the Ladder of Life, the Life of 
Heaven. Or thus, it is that where- 
by we re-enter Paradiſe , ſur- 
mount all ordinary men,triamph 
over hell, tranſcend our (elves, 
and aſcend into. Heaven it ſelf. 
Sce Calvin. Inf. 1. 3. c. 2. SeF. 
16. how he defines 1t, 

2. Why Men in this life may 
pain and haveit. 

As Namely, 1. By reaſon of , 1. Reaſon, , } 
| faith * chiefly for. = ipſo | 

7. Men may be* ſure of their i corde ſu, 
faith, and ſee it , if they have credit 
true faith, 2 Ti*.1.1?. 1 know, __ 
whom I have believed 5 and there- Perr. Lomb, | 
fore they may be ſure, alſothat yy f. 30 
they ſhall be ſaved 3 for, He that - 
believeth, and is baptiſed: fhall ws. 
be ſaved , ſaith Chriſt, Mark 16. 2 aſs Bak! 
16, ſee alſo Jebr 3. 36. and fic, p. & Mg 
note it w2ll ; So that the Apoſtle Ef approbatis 
might well callfaith an evidence!" «8 bef- 


Heb, 11.1. and * Baſil a moſt- ſwmaper. _ 
high/*</e. PF 
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high and undoubted perſwaſion, 
according to, Rom. 4.21, 

2, Men may be ſure of their 
Vocation in this life, if they be 
called, For you ſee your calling, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1. 26, 
mark, you fee it, as a man mdy 
fee himſelf to be out: of a peſt- 
houſe, out of a priſon, out of 
darkneſs, ſo a man may ſce him- 

felf called out of the peſt-houſe 

' and priſon of fin,and out of dark- 
neſs brought into God's marvel- 

© Tous light. 1 Pet. 2.9, Whereup- 
on it followeth, thata man may 
alſo be aſſured that he ſhall be 
ſaved ; For whom be: calleth he: 

glorifieth,- Romc8. 30. 9] 

3. Men may be ſare of their 
election by the uſe of means, al- 


. Reaſon. 
Error Avu- 


exftini & ©3- though' ſome of the || Ancients 


67, .c.3 


' denic'it; it is evident from,'2 Pet. 

7. 5,6: and jf ſo, they may be 
+ Ram. 8; 30, Of their ſalvationa'too 3 for whom 
| be did t prediſtinate, be alſo'glo+ 


rified 3 


Grapes for Saints, 
rified 3 and it choſen, then chil- 
dren, Eph. 1.7. Having prediſti- 
nated #5 tothe adoption of chil- 
dren and if children, then heirs, 
Row. 8. 16. For who ſhall haye 
E what we have, but our children? 
ſo, who ſhall have 'what God 
- Bhath, viz. life and Heaven, but 
his Children ? | 
- 4. Men may be ſure of their 4. Rafon. 
 Bjuſtification, if juſtified, where * Hoc negar | 
by their fins are. forgiven, and 5.1.6 yore | 
| wt with Chriſt's Righteouſ- ſeftemery. 
nels, P./al. 32. 5. Thou forgave aid alin 
the iniquity-of my ſin. hdr 44 ayes hy 
| go, ror whom he juſtified then he 41am Chriſti 
| 2//o glorified, Rom. 8. 30. a 
5."Men may be ſure of their &it:afÞi- 

| ſanctification, if ſanctified 5 For 924m: 
to be ſanctified, is to ſhine as a RE 
tight in the dark, Phil. 2. 15. 
Now, a light in darkneſs muſt 
needs be ſeen, ſo as that a man 
may truly ſay,hereis light, where- 
upon it followeth , that when a 

| mna 
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man ſeecth that he is light in thy 


Lord, and ſhines as a light, hy 


may alſobe aſſured , that he ſhall it 


be ſaved by the Lord , ſee 
Theſ. 2. 13. how therefore ſan 
Qification and f(alvation are er 
liok'd together. 
"21 6. Men may be ſure here « 
* Yidearur Cy. NEIr © perſeverance, - and 0 
pr-p.144., God's conſtant love to themi 
OTC Chrift, if once they be in Chriſt 
| Cyril. Alex, let the Papiſts deny it a thouſan 
in Fob 5. times, after the tradition of theit 
Meera Fathers; who (|| Anathematize u 
charitarem, for ſaying ſo 5 It isclear from 
E& dicit fide- Toh 13.1. and from Rows. 8.318 


pr b4ys nul Who Jhall ſeparate as from tht 

| love of Chrift ? and v.37,38.7 an 

perſwaded that neither life , no 

death, &c. Read that famou 

* Stapleton Place. t Bellarmin , and Staple 

Antid.p. 503. torn Rome's great Champion 

py gry would have this place to yeild 
i»ſtificatione. but only a * moral, and | 

| jetural certitude, but how cat 


* -the 


cony 
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hey prove it, fith the Apoſtle 
zith expreſfiely; Iam une 
ed of itz they have a ſhift, thar 
Maul was perlwaded by a Reve- 
ation, which we have not, and 
hat he ſpeaks of | himſelf, and | Stapl. ibid; 
ot us 3 but what ſaith Pas/ , 
hen he comes to his Revelati- | 
- ns 3 he tels us, they were of 
hings not lawful for a man to 
tter, 2 Cor. 12. 4. but this he 
doth utter. Ergo, 
Beſides,he doth not only ſpeak 
pf himſelf, but us alſo; as his ve- 

words ſhew, who ſhall ſepa- 
rate #2? Mark, #4, not ye. See 
alſo, Jer. 32. 40. Rom. 11. 29. 
Jobn 10.28, 2 Tiw.2. 19, For *wNgy all 
the Saints perſeverance , and theſe 7 Rea- 
compare all with Matth. 24. bs 
= —_ mo apo unto the end, Saint alſo 
the ſame ſhall be ſaved. it Ou 1cave 
J *7.Men in this life may feel the we. 
J joys of Heaven, 1Pet. 1.8,where- gocth withir, 
upon wy Text infers 3 that then PE 
they Men, jt 


of — 


14 


Uſe of Conſut, 


* Concel. 


Trid. Seſſ. 6. 


Co 9, G&G 16, 


Anſwered, | 
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they receive the fatvation of theig .! 
ſauls ; that is, the certain hop © 
of their ſalvation, being already"? 
rapt up into Heaven 3 Feaverd the 
in glory 3 emboſomed in God" 
& elevated to the higheſt zenith}. 


of divine conſolation. tre 
Now to the Application of this de 
grand Concluſion. po 


And firſt, May not this ſerve 
to confute the Doctrine of the ? 
Church of Rome 3 averring that 
no mancan in this life be ſure offſ/ 
his juſtification {and ſo conſe-J! 
quently ſalvation _) without a 
Revelation. 

' The Champions of that Church; 
ſtand chiefly upon theſe 'twb 
Objections,or places of ſcripture 
which [le therefore briefly in- 
{wer. - 5 

I, That, in Eccleſi 9. r. - N9 
man knoweth love, or hatred, by 
all thixgi before himt | 

To thisI anſwer 2 waycs. 

1; T hat 
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ej 1. That which followes, v. 2. 
Mhewes the meaning of this places 
JJ that no man knoweth that by 
oalltheſe outward things, and by the 
i event of things. | 
tl 2. The words love and: ha- 
tred , are Metonymically Che Cr Io: 
\dered 3 and expounded by + Ex- Li - not 
' Ypoſitors 3 tobe things loved; and 
a hated. | 
+8 3:2 The other place is that in 
ar Heb. 6.4, 5+ For it is impoſſible 
of for thoſe that were once enligh- 
tered, &c. Read the place. 
iBfrom whence they infer 3 that 

aman may go, very far; and yet 
Nfl away atlaſt 3 andiffo, how 
>| can any man be ſure of ſalvati- 
40 on, ſeeing he may fall away, 
: | though he' be never ſo eminent 
now 'for holineſs before he 
dicth ? - 

To this Tanſwer thus; _ 
"Either the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
of tea],or of ſeeming Saintsz if - 
rea 
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real.as ſome would have its then 
theſe words, :f they fall away, 
muſt be underſtood, as ſpoken 
by way of ſuppoſition. As 1 Cor, 
9. wlt. 1Cor. 13.1, 2,3. and 
Gat. 1.8. Though 1 (orif asy, 
9.,) we, or an Angel from Hea 
ver , preach any other Goſpel un 
t0 you, than that which we hav 
preached unto you ; let him bi 
accurſed, If, of ſeeming Saints 
as I take it, then theſe words 
were once enlightened, &c. mult 
be underſtood of grace tempo 
raliter, as Divines ſpeak, or fc 
atime received ; and ofthe com 
man work of God's $pirit 5 anc 
common gifts which Reprobates 
and Temporaries, and ſuch as 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt(whic! 


ſin, ſome ſay, the Apoſtle here 


| y=_m_ of) may partake of, 
at, no wonder it is; if they fa 
away. 


2. But 


ann a qo. ©$6 naw & FT” O ©” eo = 5 Hl ob = a 
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2. But ſecondly, may not this 2. Uſe «f Ab 
afford me - matter of Addubita- an. 
tion alſo? as thus ; What fhall I 
think then of thoſe, who being 
Proteſtants do think that they, 

V.f cannot poſhbly 'be aſſured ' of 

4 their ſalvation in this life 3 and 

nj therefore alwaies doubt and reſt 

vl ſo contented 2 There wasa (e& 

of men' once called $kepticks; 

becauſe they queſtioned every 

thing, andI take theſe.men to be 

partly of that ſeCt too,. (for ſets 

donot periſh with their Authors 

' altogether, but like the River 4- 

rethuſf, though they loſe their, 

current in one place,they riſe up 

again 1a another) but, oh the 1n- 

ufferable infidelity, in.mcn pro- 

feſkog Chriſtianity | IF 

17 .-3. And may not this DoQrine 3.Uſe efCom 
ford us matter of Communicas ' canon 

tiog too ?;Yes verily, as thus 5 of deliberatio 

Then why, do not men and wo- **viſcum Cone = 

—_ labour for this Afvrapce ; I municatlo cunt 


alin. 


{ay 


C Faith like 4lcumi. © The Afeu- 


A Cluſter of ſweeteſt 
ſay this Aſſurance which here I 
treat of, ' fome Aſſurance ſome 
have, butit'isthat which 1s call- 
ed Confidence in the fleſh, or 
Carnal, not this. This not one of 
2 thouſand hath, nor ſeeks after. 
But why? my Brethren why 2 ſhall 
I tell you my thoughts, fomedo 
_ becaufe they-are'ftiot will- 
o goto the pains'which this 
Aarne" cofts him that will ob- 
tin it,” '#ndherejn' even ſome 
true Believers may be faulty. O- 
thers do believe that they obe- 
lieve, when they do not;- and fo 
do not labour after Faith , not 
Afurance, for why ſhould they 
labour after i it, ſay 'they, ſve} 
they haveit already? when cRIEt 
they haye no Faith at all, 
_ atty but a Dogmatical, 6p "Tem: 
 porary, which is bur #deceſtfat 


miſts are grown to that ſkil};that 
they will make lowns-ap peck 
to 


aw wmwwWws Tc A wk Aqf+ wt as a . 5 oo LS a a. all. oo. os as tC om EY 


Grapes for 8aints. 
to be perfect Silver and Gold,i-8& 
much: of /it will bear the touch- 
ſtone, that one can haxydly diſco= 
yer it, -but when fireand hammer: 
come to: 1t, .it will bear neither 
of them, for it - comes not from 
I'f theright place whence Gold-and 
0 Silver comes,namely from mmds 
- | ſo men arecome up to that height 
5 of ſkill» in- deceiving that _ 
-F will deceive-any ; for they.iwi 
ef make:thtir Temporary Faithe« 
«| ven toi _ like Gold , and-id 
- | will pats: for: trye: Faith amoni 


C CRT & > = 


0 men;/'and>- for time hold even 
t | under: ſome tryals,.. but -wher 
Y | greater tribulations indeed come 
$ || andthe word likefire and a hams 
r | mer comes, theit Fatth 1s diſcos 
f | vered to'beno true ſaving Faith, 
- | for it catmag endure. cither;;/bes 
1] cauſe 'iticame not the right way, 
- | whence truce faith; comes,namely 
t | by the Word, and by true, and 
fuund'z abd deibeainices 


2 and 
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and there is much of that Alcum?: 
Faith now going, & that is much 
the. cauſe of ' it why men want 
this Aſſurance,but I wonder how 
ſome of you, who are under this 
want, canbe ſo contented; if a 
woman have a husband that can 
afture:her of ſomething, ſhe will 
be-affured"of' fomething;:;: or elſe 
Ge will not be contented:, nor 
tet him. to, be quiet 5: and if: a 
mar have but one child; he will 
do'what he can to make-it-afſu- 
red of ſomething: afterhis death, 
and till thenhewill not zeſt; but 
you methinks: can Teſt, and Gt 
{ti}, and be contented; though 
you. be certain of nothing; that 
15, though you be nothing at all 
aſſured, as yevught to be,; of a- 
ny./bliſs or- blefſedneſs that ;you 
(ball; havg hereafter in Heaven , 
and: though you have: but one 
Peor foul each of you to b& ca- 
red and provided for, & though 

: I you 
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you know that God, who is an e- © Nm vere 
verlaſting Husband to ſome Tarr err i 
you, is able to aflure you of benewlentie 
ſomething indeed , I mean of pranentns 
Heaven and happine(ſs for ever, tatam ſalutis 
O monſtrous careleſnefs! O ſtu- #?cFarionem 
pendious ſecurity ! O how can rye" I 
you chuſe but even doubt whe- <- 2-{. 10. 
ther you have any * true faith at =_— 
all yea or no, it being a TAappyie, with doubr- 
or * full perſwaſion? Heb. 10. 22, ings which 
4. come nextto a Uſe of Ex- ID 
citation, to ſtir up my felt & you are overcome 
tolabour therefore for this Afſn- -—_—_ 
rance 3 ſeeing it is ſo to be had 4: Ueof Ex 
in this life. For the better ma- © 
naging of which Uſe I ſhall ten- 
der to you. 
I. Dire@ives, or Mediums. 
2. Incentives. | 
I. Dire@ives, to wit, theſe, 1 DireRives. 
1. Labour to be born again if 1. Die. 
ye are not, for ſo weK thoſe 
ble(ſed Saints kere;z who were 
{o aſſured of their ſalvation, as 


C3 yau 
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'you may lee v. 3, Hath begotten 
#5 again. Give me leave there- 
foreto inſiſt upon Regeneration 
a little while. And 
| 1, Let me intrat you to ims 
- bibe, receive, and take inward- 
ly the word of Regeneration 
whereby we are born again; as 
It 1s written, 1 Pet. I. 23, Being 
" boyn again , not of corruptible 
. feed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever,where note,that 
this Regenerating word of God 
: Is partly Law & partly Goſpel. 
 . 1.AsLaw, and ſoit doth three 
things. | 
I. It difcovercth unregenera- 
cle, and unregenerate men, and 
ſhewes what manner of men 
they are like aglaſs, Jam, 1. 23. 
.as for example, by that famous 
place, Mr. 3. 10, r1, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, where it deſcr1- 
beth them,what throats,mouths, 
7 tongues, 
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tongues, feet, they have, I pray 
you read the place, It 1s ſtort- 
ed of Luther, that a certain Jew 
would have poyſoned him, but 
was ed by his picture, 
ſent to Luther , by a Faithful 
friend, warning him to beware of 
ſuch a man, when hedid ſec him, 
ſuch a faithful friend is the law 
which ſo diſcovers unregenera- 
cie , which would . kill us, -by 
ſuch a portracture .that we may 
eſcape it, and live. 
2. [t puts lifeinto lin, as you 
may read, Rom. 7.3, 9. I wa 
alive without the law oncesz but 
when the commandement came, 
ſin revived , and::I dyed : this is 
a notable place, I pray you, let 
me open it a little, ſo | Murder 
that 1s, it began to (tir, to tear, yirimur in 
to 1rrit, to exite,.to, do what vetitum ſem- 
is forbidden 3; and togaffright Pu ,cupimuſ5 
withail, as ſome; underſtand ** 
the place ſothatT felt it. Before 
C 4 the 
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the law comes home cloſe; fin 
Is as it were dead ; like a dead 
adder or Lion, and ſoquiet; but 
when the law comes, it is ike an 
adder which is alive, ſo ithbites, 
* 1Cor.15.55 and * ſtings, and like a living 
+ np © Lion, fo it roars , and ſo it ter- 
eas ad penj- Tifieth, and makes men afraid to 
— [-=—_ge || bring them to repentance, 
” way] and Regeneration. . 
p. 58. 3. It killeth, acccrding to the 
fore-alledged place, Rom. 7.9, 
Sin revived, and Tdied 5 that is, 
T felt and ſaw, that T was dead 
and damned by the law, where- 
as before I was alive 3 that is, I 
thought as ſure that I ſhould be 
ſaved as any man alive. Thus 
the law kills men, and makes 
them ſenfible of the miſerable 
fad and. damnable condition 
wherein they are, whileſt they 
are intheſtate of unregeneracie: 
according to that dreadful place, 
John 3. 3.Read it. 
| 2. AS 
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2, As Goſpel, ſo the regene- 
rating word of God holds forth, 


-one ſweet & precious promiſe or 


other, likean orient pear], to re- 
vivethe dying, drooping (ſpirits 
of men when the law hath 
brought them as 1t were to 
deaths doorzas for example, T hat 
moſt refulgent and reviving pro- 
miſe, in Ezek, 36.26. And new 
heart alſo will T give you, and a 


new ſpirit will I put within you ; 


and I will take away the ſtonie 
heart out of your fleſh, and I will 
giveyou an heart of fleſh. Thus 


the Goſpel opens a f door of f Heſ.2.1s. 


hope for poor creatures condem- 
ned by the law ; that though 
they are, and muſt be prifoners, 
md condemned priſoners, yer 
they may be priſoners of hope, 
Zac.g.12.that 1s,may not be with- 
out fome hopes of mercy 3 and 
ofa gracious deliverance, 

Thus the lay kills, but the mm 
pet, 


A.Cluſter of ſweeteſt 

pel ſaves. - The law cometh, 
bringing Damnation , but the 
Golpel comes ringing (ſalvation; 
the law cometh with a dagger to 
ſtab thoſe that are alive 3 but 
the Goſpel cometh with a plai- 
ſter tocurs thoſe thar are ſtab'd; 
and he for dead, as Chriſt him- 
ſelf came to ſave thoſe that were 
loltz ſo. the Goſpel cometh to 
bring men ro Chriſt, that they 
may not be loſt ; for when ſoul; 
cometo Chriſt, being born again 
by the word of Chriſt 3 Chriſt 
comes to them , and 'when he 
comes, ſalvation comes ; for he 
cometh bringing Salvation , 
Zach. 9.9. (Read the place) 
that thoſe which were under the 
ſentence of Damnation, may at- 
tain to.the ſtate of Salvation, 
even the Salwation of their ſouls, 
according to my text. Now, 
this regenerating word of God, 
you mult take, and apply every 
| one 


—"” 
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one of you, and: not put it off, 

or let it lieas dead, ſaying; 
sf Am nor Ifuch an unregenerate 
0 man now? have not I ſuch hithy 
t F hands, which have touched the 
1-F unclean thing ? Such a throat, 
I; ſuch feet, ſuch a mouth , and 
n- ſuch a tongue; which hath talked 
el ſo filthily? &c. But yet may not 
ON 1 hope. that the Lord will ſhew 
'/ | me mercy, and regenerate meal- 

13 ſo, as well as others, Giving me 

ni anew heart? &c. G | 
[t 3. Betake your ſelves ta your * marth. 6.6. 

ef * Chamber, and ſpend at tcaſt ny —_— 

ec. one day as a day of || faſting 3 I | Jennils @ | 
» | have done the ſame upon the orationibus 

) | ſameaccount; if you think that 4% Jen« 
e | the time of your regeneration 1s ot 

t- | near come, as I hope it is, and 

1, | thatthe pangs of the new: birth 

', | areat the door, and ſhut your 

'> | door, and there, and then ſee 

I, | your ſelves convert, according 

Y Þ| to 7/al. 4.4. thus rendered in 

© | your Engliſh meetre, And 


A Cluſter of ſweete ſt 


And in your Chamber quietly 
See you, your ſelves convert. 
4- Beginto bein pain there as; 
a womanin travel, for the pangs 
of Child-birth muſt go betore 
the Child's-birth, and you miſt 
;—F 4s ay make this + account, that if you 
faff. " never yet received the ſpirit of 
bondage,you alſo never received 
the ſpirit of Adoption, Roze. 8, 
15. and many there are , who, 
becauſethey have withſtood the 
troubles of their mindes, and the 
terrors of the ſpirit of bondage, 
have withſtood their Salvation; 
wheretfore let me 1ntreat you to 
take the pains, to be in pains for 
a little ſeaſon, that you, may be 
at eaſe toanendleſsduration,and 
fora ſmall moment to be in hea- 
\ vineſs, through ſome neceſlary 
perturbations, that for ever you 
may be in joy and gladnels, 
through unſpeakable conlolart- 
ons. Q let evenall your joy be 
FUrne 
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turned into ſorrow now , and * Jfe fcur 
* [your * laughter into grief 3 that _ 
' 25 B:11 your griefand ſorrow had for g riſu jubens 
155 Flo now , may be turned into V4 «t vader, | 
"Ne Flaughter hereafter; For bleſſed or Ya, 
uſt re ye that weep now , for you #t. Clim. 
Ty fball laugh, ſaith Chriſt, Lake Gras. 15s 
6..21, | 
ed 5, Then cry. out, and 
3. 1. For Anguiſh, 
0, 2. For, and tothe ſpirit. 4 
nel} x. For Anguiſh, as a* woman oh —_ 
f when = time is near, and her Place in ſs 
©» | pangs, begin to come upon her , ?*: "7. Lite 
ny e - a hg efyeth as = aSit is whh hits. 
© Þ born; ſo you before you be pew 'h« drawers | 
Tr F born 3; as thus, what will become wrt 
© Þ of qur: poor ſouls 2 for they are », ic in pain 


q yet-.unregenerate , and there- jd ©19*%b our 


nog 


wn ©. John g:-3 /Noerullrhearr and wit. 
' © of nan, Not altthe Rherorick!of 


422 
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not an houſe jall Zgypr, where 


.there-was not one tead 5: faying 


We be' all dead hen, Exod. 12, 
30, 33. And there was a great cry 


_  . i# Egypt (See ?he-place.) Solet 
- _ there be 


a preat "ery. among you 
in every houfe and family, : (For 
T believe that there is ſcarce: an 
houſe where there'is not one or 
more unregenerite and 'dead ) 
and in your ſever#} ehambeys,un- 
to Which you have, according to 
my :premifed -adviece; -betaken 
your felves , «rid let your: cry be 


- the ſame that wis'in Foype- 0: we 


art'all' dead te 5 we thati are 
ufireFencrate mien, for the mourli 
of 'the'Lord- hath ſpokenit;PThae 
except a man bt botn ain, he 
cdnndt'fee the Kinedow of-God; 


the'elequent\ſtOxaror,Not attche 
erearies of $zints and Anpels 
cal! therefore, /or-will ay” 
2] G 
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God to take one that is a drunk- 
» B ard, or Whoremaſter, or Uſurer, 
or Lyar, or Thief, or covetous 
/ © man(and ſuch have been ſome of 
- © us) into his Kingdom,even as not 
© all the perſwaſfions of the men of 
 & this Country . are or will be able 
; © to prevail withany one of us, to 
take but one toad, or ſnake into 
his boſome. -Thus cry out for an- 
gntſh; FEI -\ | ſ; 

2. Cry out:for, and tothe fpi- 
rit of Regeneration, for by the 
fpirit alſo a man muſt be:horn a+ 
z4in; according to that famous 
laying' of our Saviour, Fehx 3.5: 
where note' that the Spirit: doth 
three things ''to'regeneratefbuls, 
' 1; He convinceth them, John 
16.8, 9. R_ foqel | 
. 2, He injedts the ſeed 'of Ree 
generation into them, accordin 
to-that of Saint John, . Hie fee 
remains in them, 1 Johw3:'9. 
- 3, Hedelivers them and makes 
NY! them 
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them free, 2 Cor. 3. 17. helping 
them to come forth out of the 
dark womb of nature, into his 
marvelous lighr, :that by him az 
by a * Ladder they- may afcend 
into * Heaven :to: 'our Father 
which isin Heaven:; ſo that unto 
him you "muſt :cry_ and ſay,: 
bleſſed' ſpirit of Regeneration, 
Regenerate our-ſouls,O our-poor 
fouls that the may live, O con- 
vince them of their unregenera- 
cy 3 O injet the feed of Rege- 
neration-iata.them from above ; 
Oh help them to come forth 3 :Oh 
let a:new heart be given tous, 
O let us have flexible, and ten- 
der hearts, like thetheart of a lit- 
tle child; for we alſo muſt:be 
like little children z Oh come 
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bleſſed ſpirit, come and helpus,}}. 
Oh comequickly, come ns 
ly and deliver us; z'' come now} 
whileſt , we. are -in'this Raom;l. 


waiting for thee, as thou comelt} 


upun 
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upon the Apoſtles in that houſe 
wherein they were ſitting, As 
3. 2, 3+ O, let this be the time 
of our regeneration, that wealſo 
may be ſure of our Salvation : 
here beearneſt,and cry mighrilyz 


Nay, if need be, and thou canſt - 


not be heard in that day, cry in 
the night too 5 and ſo come to 
the Spirit at this time, as Nicode- 
mus came to Chriſt inold time; 
even by night , and ſo cry day 
and night 3 and thenit will not 


be long before thou ſhalt be: de- 


livered, being regenerated ; for 
as Chriſt ſaid once, Lxk. 18. 7,8. 
And ſhall not God hear his eleF, 
which cry unto him day and night ; 
though he bear long with them? 
Ttell you that he will avenge them 
Peedily, $01, ſhall not the {pt- 
rit of God hear his elec which 
ery unto him day and night? I tell 
you thathe will hear them, . and 
deliverthem _— 3. For asks 


and 
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and you ſhall have ich Chriſt 

Luk, 11.9. It is no more but a 
EI and have ; aſk therefore the ſpi- 
more ſha your Fit and you ſhall have #him3; aſk 
heavenly Fs Regeneration of the ſpirit (un- 
ir ro derſtand in the manner afore- 
them that ark, ſaid.) and you ſhall have it, and 
 bim. Luke tt will not be long before you 
OE fhall hear the ſpirit cry Abba F a- 
Rom-8.15- ther, even moſt emphatically J 
 * 44, from Fr, therefore to the * Syriack 
the Hebrew word Abba, is added Father ; 
AN Fun. @ if you ſhall ſo cry day and night 
Tremel-m for the ſpirit to the Father, Be- 
ET * loved, Rs is no crying which 
the Father of mercigs loves bet- 
ter, and the Father of lijes likes 
worſe than this crying, and there- 

fore uſe it. = | 
<6, $trive'to come forth 3 Far 
as endeavour withour God can- 
* mot, ſo God without endeavors 
will not help us. See Phil. 9. 12, 
I3. and therefore as Chxiſt ſaid 
once, ffirive to enter; ſo], ſtrive 
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to come out, Luk. 13. 24. for ye 
will find-a very hard bout before 
-F ye will be able to come out 3 
k || therefore 1 ſay again, ſtrive; and 
-E ſtrive as other children do, when 
| thay come to their hirth, or thus, 


d ſtrive as once © Pharez, and Za-* Gen. 38.29: 
P © 5 


UE r4þ in Tamars womb 3 nay, as 
"B Pharez ſo ſtrove as that he made 


3 2 breach, and was therefore cal- 
kB led Pharez from that- breach + ſo 
5 do you, make a breach as it were 
ti and tear away from Natures 


wamb, and tear away from your 
beds of eaſe and fin, and tear a- 
way eſpecially from your luſts, 
your pride of life, your vile affe- 
&iqns , yout violent - paſhons , 
your vain, and filthy converſati- 
ons, your uſury, your atheiſm , 
polytheifm, and abominable epi- 
curiſm, and whatſoever elſe is 
contrary. to the haly Lay of God, 
thus ſtrive to come out. I pray 

k 
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you pardon my baldneſs which 


2 too 
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took by this digrefſion, whi&h 
carried me ſo far in this Sea of 
matter concerning our R egene- 
Tation, and be pleaſed to 1npute 


It unto the vehemency of my' 


love, which made me thus to for- 


get and to loſe my ſelf, that you. 


might not loſe your ſelves, which 

| God in mercy grant. 
2. Dire, or 2+ Labour to believe , for ſo 
. Medium. dQqijid thoſe holy ones, who accor- 
ding to my Textwere ſo aſſured 
of their ſalvation, v. 8. and be- 
fides,if a man do believe, and be 
* yay, he that ſure of it that he doth, he muſt 
believerbon needs be aſſured alſo that he 
everlebing ſhall be ſaved; For ſo God loved 
| Hife. Joh. 3. the world, that he gave his only 


| Sarma begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 


and plainly *Lieveth in him ſhould bes 


demonſtrates,” js have everlaſting life, John 3. 
| thars belier: 16. Mark, He* ſhall have it,Caith 


needs be aſſu- Chriſt, as if he ſhould ſay,he may 


red of its ſal- 1, > | 
vation, becauſe. OE [TE of it, for the mouth of 


ir kachit. truth hath ſpoken 'it.'' Beheve 
; then 


ws * wy wy = © © 3 
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then in the Lord, you that never 
did yet, and you may be ſure & 
certain that you ſhall be ſaved : 
Here give me leave again to en- 
large my ſelf a little upon this 
moſt needful Medium, whereb 
you may gain the afſurance of 
your ſalvation 3 ſhewing how 
you muſt go to work that you 
may believe. 

I. Hear a powerful and faith 
preaching Miniſtery as much and 
as often as you may) for Faith 
cometh by hearing,theW ord be- 
iag like water which brings forth 

Fit of 
Faith, Iſa, 55. 10. John 8. 30. 
Rom. 10. 17. ſome Divines do 


, therefore call it the Fountain of 


Faith. 

2, Be convinced, and labour 
to be convinced, 1. Of your un- 
belief,as he Mark 9.23. fol there- 
fore it is partly that. ſo many be- 


, lieve not, hecauſe they will not 


D 3 believe 
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believe that they believenot 3 & 
therefore why ſhould they labor 
to believe, ſeeing they believe 
already, ſay they. Beloved, go 
from houſe to houſe, and aſk, ho, 
are there any Behevers here?and 
they will be ready to ſtone you, 
ſaying z What do ye make of ug? 
do ye think that we are Devils, 
or Infidels ? we are Chriſtians, 
we are Chriſtians, and believe in 
Chriſt as well as you; and as 
difficult a taſk it is for a Miniſter 
to convince men of their unbe- 
lief, as any thing almoſt I know 
of. A Drunkard, a Fornicator, 
a paſhohate man, a ſwearer,, a 
Sabbath-breaker, he may ſoon 
convince of his fin, for to that. 
they will ſay, it is true, we are 
ſuch, it is an infirmity we cannot 
leave z but when he comes to 
deal with men about unbelief , 
telling them that they have no 
Faith, Oh what a dois _— oh 

Ow 
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how do their colours riſe ! they 
are even ready to fly in his face, 
none will believe him, or be con- 
vinced that he doth not believe; 
therefore labour to be convinced 
of unbeliet. | 
2. Of Damnation, For he that 
believeth mot ſhall be damned , 
Mark 16. 16. which alſoisa thing 
that unbelievers will not be-con- 
vinced of ; for tell them of it , 
and they will tell you, God for- 
bid, for God is merciful, and we 
hope to be faved as wellas you ; 
and not all the Miniſters in Erxg- 
land can make men believe other- 
wiſe, till God givethem a fight of 
their unbelief;z Then, O then, 


, they can and willcry out, faying, 


Oh we ſhall be damned, and we 
cannot be ſaved 3 therefore l1a- 
bour to be convinced of damna- 

tion allo. 
zeſt. You will ſay, if it be 
ach Yfard thing to be ſo con- 
D4 vinced, 


AO 
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vinced, then what ſhall we do 
to be convinced ? 

| 4nſ. Pray to the Spirit, that 
you may be convinced by theSpi- 
rit, for it is his work, _ I6, 
8.9. asthus, O blefled Spirit 
convince me of mine unbelief, 
for I muſt confeſs I am one that 
would not hitherto beleve, that 
I do nor believe. O open mine 
cics that I may ſee my unbelef, 
I humbly pray thee. Do the like 
for convictions about Damna- 
tion. 

2. Take on, and begin to be 
troubled , as that poor man 1n 


the Goſpel, Mark 9. 23, 24. who 


de ens Oo RE aw rroeas ac; aca Joan XX | ik  c um eaS v3 224 a AQ a. 


ſo cryed,and wept, and took on, || 
and ſaid, Lord help mine unbe- ||: 


lief; and thoſe A&s 2.37. forelle | 
you build without a foundation, | 


and then, how will your build- | 


ing ſtand? There is a notable | 
place for this in Gal. 3. 23. Be- | 
fore Faith came we were kept un- 


der 
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der the L aw, ſhut up unto the faith 
which ſhould afterwards ve revea« 
atÞ led. Mark, 1.Before Faith comes 
1-f we are under the Law, that 1s, 
5, under the laſhes and terrors of 
it Þ the Law, eſpecially a lictle be- 
"| fore Faith cometh, indeed,we are 
at whipt , and troubled indeed, by 
it that grim Schoolmaſter whoſe 
ef name is Law. And 2. Before 
f. ll the Law comes we are ſhut up 
e N like Prifoners, and therefore mult 
1- Þ ſuffer as Priſoners. O my Bre- 
thren, it then you mean to have 

e | Faith, you muſt not refuſe to be 
under the laſhes of the Law, you 
muſt be content to be in Priſon 

E a while; and as Scholars which 
I are grievouſlly whipt, grievoully 
I to weep becauſe of your unbe- 
L liefz and becauſe of the miſeries 
{| which ſhall come upon you if ye 
believe not, For he that believ- 

| eth not Mall be damned, laith 
Chriſt, Afar, 16.' 16. Mark, he 
{hall 
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we 
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ſhall be damned, and what i; 
that,you will ſay ? Oh! 1tis to be 
{ſentenced to Hell; and what i; 
that? Ohl it isa place called*Ge. 
henna, a word firſt of all uſed by 
Chriſt, & afterwards by * others 
alſo for the place of the damned, 
and compounded of Gee and Hin- 
07, which fignifieth a Valley of 
Hinnom, which wasa Valley nigh 
to Ferzſalem, in which the old 
Idolatrous Fews were wont to 
burn their children alive to the 
honour of the Devil, at the 
ſounding of Trumpets and Tim- 
brels, and other loud ſounding 
inſtruments, that they might not 
hear the cry of their poor dying 
children, and for that the place 
was afterwards uſed for the re- 
ceipt of all filthineſs 3 as dung , 
carrion, and the like, and proba- 
ble it is that our Saviour uſed 
tis word above all other to fig- 


nify the miſerable burning of un- 


believers 
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believers in that place, the pit- 
el tiful cties of the rotaiented, the 
$K barbarous ahd confuſed noiſe of 
-K the Tormentors, together with 
8 the moſt loathfome flthitieſs of 
5K the place it ſelf. Go to now, 
BE yeUnbelievers , I ſay now 13 St. 
If * James once to tich rm, and 
if weep for the iniſeries that {hall 
hl coine upon you in that wotul 
dl place called Gehenra; tiay go 
ol and how1 together, O ye Drunk. 
ef ards, and Uſurers, and Adulte- 
el rers, and Adultereſſes, and For- 
-K nicators, and Harlots, and Swea- 
2 rers; and Lyars, and covetous 
tE Worldlings, and riotous Livyers; 
2 asyewere wont-to be merry to- 
el gether ſome of you, ſo now , 
e- mourn and weep bitterly toge- 
>| ther becauſe you have no Fairh, 
3-E and becauſe you will and muſt, 
di except you get Faith in Chriſt, 
z- lie and fry ard burn like the Tit- 
tle children of the 1dolatrous 
Jews, 


OY 
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Jews, inthat woful place of tor- 
ment 3 thus howl together, ſay- 
ing,'Oh that Valley of Hinnom! 
for ſo Hell is called ; and, Oh 
that place of torment! where 
there is ſuch ſcreeching and cry- 
ing of men, womenand children, 
that receptacle of all filth and 
filthy liversz Oh it will come for 
us, andfor our portion! for un- 
believers (ſuch as we are) will 
be damned, Rev. 21.8. 

OL | I have read of one * Brumo a 
ih. Ba'” famous Preacher in his time, that 
Reſt. when he was dead and to be bu- 
ried hecryed. out 3 times, 1. Ae" 
cuſatus ſum. 2. Tudicatws ſum. 

3. Damnatws ſum. IT am1.Accu- 
{ed,2.Judg'd,z.Damn'd. Where- 

as both others, and himſelf be- 

fore that , verily thought he 

would: ſurely be ſaved 3 fo let 

every one of you, as dead and 

*7cbn3. 18, condemned by the * words of 
Chriſt,now ſay 5 Oh, Iam gang 

ned z 
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'God's acceptation , ſee. Matth. 


ger and thriſt after righteouſneſ.. 
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ned , Iam Damned, Iam Dam- 
ned. I thought oncethat I ſhould 
be ſaved afſoon as any, end,, , 
would not be otherwiſe perſwa- Tenparie 
ded, but that my Soul ſhould be 
heavened as well as others ; but 
now I ſee that unleſs infinite 
mercy do ſave me, and | help 
me to believe in Chriſt , I ſhall 
be moſt certainly condemned b 
Chriſt. For he that believeth not 
is F condemned already , (aith 
Chriſt, Johr 3. 18. 

4.Delire to believe, as he Mark 
9.24. For a deſire of faith , if 
true, is faith 3 Orthus, as a wor- 
thy * Writer ſaith confidently, | Pownen in 
Our deſire of Grace, Faith, and _ 
Repentance, if true, are the | 
Graces themſelves ; atleaſt in 


5.6, _— are they which hun- 


Mark , . they are bleſſed, who 


have ſuch gracious deſires, as arc 
called 


46 
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called :hungring and thirſting z 
and therefore they cannot be 
without faith ;.and the cauſe 
* Bleſſed Bol- hereof is the bleficd © Nobleneſ 


tons , 


of God's Nature, which by infi- 
nite diſtances doth tranſcend the | 
nobleft ſpirit upon earth , now 
men of ingenious di{poſitions'are 
wont to take iwecteſt content- 
ment in prevailing over and gaj- 
ning the RG 2a0d wills, and 
affections of thoſe that wait up- 
on them 3 how much more then 
muſt needs ſpiritual Jongings, 
gracious aſpires, and thirſty. de- 
ſires be kindly accepted with that 


_--....moſt kind God ; whoſe moſt-lo- 
....- vingdiſpoſition'paſſeth all mens 


kindneſs ; eſpecially. ſith mens 
good-turns, turn many times to 
our good and.benefit,, but-egr 
well doing extendeth wot . unjo 
God," Pſa}. 16.2. Were all-the | 
ſons of men Abrahams or Angels, 
and as many innumber as the one 

O 
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of Heaven, and as ſhining both 


with inward Graces, and out- 


ward acts of piety, as they are 
in viſible glory; yet could they 
make no addition ro that incom- 


parable Majeſty above, nor con- 


erſo much as one drop to that 
boundleſs and bottomleſs Sea of 
goodneſs , or the leaſt glimpſe 
unto that Almighty Sun of glory. 
If thou be righteow, what giveſt 
thou unto bim? or what receiveth 


be at thy bands * Uo, wickedneſs _ 


may burt a man os thou art, and 


thy righteouſneſs may profit the 
Sor a, Job 35. 6,7,8. Our 
holineſs helps himnot 3 our ſins 
hurt-him not 3 it is only for our 
g00d that God would do us good; 
no good nor gain accrues unto 
him by our goodneſsz for, what 
good. can come by our imperfect 


goodneſs, to that which isalrea- 


y infinitely good ? What glory 


can be ſuperadded by our dim- 


neſs 
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neſs to him which is already in. 
comparably glorious ? —_ In- 
finite thing is naturally , and ne- 
ceſſarily uncapable of addition, 
Poſſibility of which ſuppoſed im- 
plies contradiQion, and deſtroys 
the nature of infiniteneſs, where- 
fore (to return to my purpoſe) 
ſith defires are excepted * with 
God for deeds, let every one of 
you that would be afſured of hi; 
ſalvation, deſire to believe to his 
ſalvation. It is reported of L- 


ther. that when a certain Foe 


ſtudent at Wittenberg would not 
be perſwaded by any to believe, 
or that he did believe, and ſo 
was exceedingly troubled in' his 
mind, andleft by all, he was ſent 
for, and when he came, did aſk 
him (when he ſaid he neither 
did.nor',could believe) but do 
not you deſire to believe? where- 
unto/ the poor ſtudent replyed, 
yes, with all my heart Ido defire 

1 
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it, why then, ſaid Lzther,you do 
believe 3 whereat the poor Scho- 
lar was exceedingly comforted, 
ſatisfied, and perſwaded. that he 
did . believe: ſo. you be ſatisfhed 
in this - point, that if you truly 
defire to believe, you do believe. 
Our moſt gracious God”accept- 


ing the will for the deed, and, 


your affections for actions ;z and 
ſo long, ſo thirſt, ſv hunger at- 
ter Faith, as a Famezlik after 


the place. 
* Dyke of 
deceiving, 7 
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* As in Abra» 
ham, Gen. 22. 
16, 19. read 


ſell * 


meat, a Febricitant after drink , cap. 19+. : -; 


a Mendicant after a piece of fil- 
yer, and you ſhall:be ſatisfied, 
For they that hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſxeſs, and lo con- 
ſequently after Faith , which ap- 
prehends - Chriſts righteouſneſs, 


ſhall be ſatisfied. Mat. 5.6. and 
* fo muchas they can delire, they 
ſhall receive. 

$5. Labor to ſce an,excellency 
in Chriſt ſurpaſling all things, and 
fixing -- thy. heart upon him, re- 
8 £04397 E ſolve 
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ſolve to ſeek him without. re- 

ſting 3 and ſeeking him,to ſell all 

for the gaining of him 3 like the 

Merchant in the Goſpels, who 

ſeeking after him and met with 

loner him , _ ſeeing him = _ a 

>=; pearl of great price; and ſoeſtep- 

I Sa him oe all, ſold all and 
bought him, Xfatth. 13. 45, 46. 

T -.- | OE *then is Faith begun, when 

_— namely, a man begins to be of 

Dodtrine of -K7liazs, a Dutch Schovl-maſters 

Faith;e. 2% and bleſſed Martyrs mind 3 who 

Pet3f* being aſked if he loved not his 

Wife and Children ? ſaid, Yes, 

if the World were gold, and 

were mine to diſpoſe of, I would 

pive it to live with them, though 

it were but ih priſon; .yet my 

foul and Chriſt are dearer to me 

than all, O ſouls, ſouls, how do 

your hearts now ſtand affefted? 

are ye ſoreſolved to: ſellall 2 do 

you ſo prize Chriſt above all? 

will you feck after him upon ſuch 

4 wo terms? 
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terms ? if you will, well ; for a{< 
ſured!y you ſhall have him, and 
faith in him, and with him. 0 my. 
God, help this people fo to prize 
thy Son: ; help thy Soas to be- 
lieve ia thy Son , I humbly pray 
thee. 

6, Labour to have your hearts 
over-powered with the evidence 
of truthand reaſon : For we find 
by experience, that though truth 
and reaſon, and coauſcience, 
all-make for it, ſo asthat we may 
truly ſa Amen to what is hid 

yet the heart is ſtubborg,and will 
- yield , but ſtands out like a 
contentious Adverſarie, which, 
though he be averthrownin eves 
ry an 7} yet; will begin again, So 

, heart, though it be anſwered 
and overcame, with Arguments 
and Pleas,and Reaſons again and 
again z yet will begin agal 
a oh ataſt it ſelf ; m_ 


en ors are non-Giced | 


2 
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and have —_— to ſay 3 Mini- 


ſters are *mercifull , and good 
Chriſtians compaſhonate, & will 
not diſcourage us 3 but. did they 
know our hearts, what baſe un- 
clean Cages they be, they would 
judge otherwiſe than they do, 
T herefore ſay, give over quar- 
relling, and be ſatisfied and per- 
ſwaded, when Truth' and Rea- 
ſon tell ye,thatye oughtto yeild, | 
and to believe ; becauſe the Lord 
of Life and ' God of Truth hath 
ſaid , Him that cometh ' to me , 
whatſoever his heart be, or have 
been, and whatſoever-his former 
life have-been 3; for he ſaith not, 
unleſfſe he have a baſe, filthy 
heart. Again, him that cometh 
to me, though he have. been the 
vileſt wretch that ever the Earth 
bore,though a'notorious Bel7el;ſt, 
a'beaſtly liver, a filthy fornica- 
tor, an inſatiable Drunkard:, an 
ytreaſonableExtortioner, 7 wil 
| in 
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in no wiſe caſt him out, John 6. 
37. O my Brethren! what could 
Chriſt ſay more? Chriſt you ſee 
ſpeaks for yous and will you 
have us ſpeak againit you? nay, 
will you ſpeak againſt your 
ſelves! O be overcome by Rea- 
ſon, overcome by Truth ; for 
Reaſon tels you, that you ought 
to yield, when your Reaſons are 


anſwered; and Truth commands 


ou to {ubmit, when you are {0 
well promiſed by the Godof 
Truth, = 

7. Beg Faith, for it is the gift 
of God, Phil. 1. 29. ſay, as Ra- 
chel, Give me children orelſe T 
die, Ger. 30. I. So, Lord, give 
me Faith ,- or elſe 1 die, and he 
will not ſay thee nay. For eve- 
ry one that asketh, receiveth,(aith 
Chriſt, Luke 11.9. Aſk therefore 
and ſay, Lord,thou haſt ſaid, e- 
very one that aiketh receiveth 3 


O let me receive for one, or how 
E IT elſe 
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elſe can it be every one, if I may 
not for one 3 Prayer is the ſouls 
recourſe to the fountain of life, 
and a Chriſtians addreſs to the 
God of all power,to fetch pows 
erand help ina time of need, 
Heb. 4.ult. Go therefore, O dear 
Chriſttans,to the Chriſtians God, 
for power and help in this time 
of need; Co, and cry, and ſay 
with that-poor man in the Go- 
ſpel, Lord help mine unbelief, 
Mar. 9. 24. Lord help my poor 
ſoul to believe; Beloved., no 
leſs power is here required for 
you to be able tobelieve, being 
dead ; than was for the raiſing 
of Chriſt from the dead, -Fph. 1. 
T9. 20, ſeethe place ; and place 
y_ ſelves therefore before his 

hrone of grace, that you may 
.get graceand power to believe , 
according to the working of his 
mighty power,which he wrought 
in Chriſt when he raiſed him 
from 


from the dead, . and fet him at 
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his own right hand in heavenly 
places, And thus beg-pawer to 
believe, and to be good, and do 


ſtrength , when his greateſt 
ſtrength is but weakneſs ; and 
therefore I preſs and perſwade 
you to beg, whichit ye do asye 
ought, I aiſure you tn,the words 
of Chriſt,that it will not be long 
before you get faith in Chriſt, & 
not long neither before ye will 
be blefled with that heavenl 
Aſſurance | of the Saints which 
cometh by Chriſt, Chriſt not be- 
ing able to deny you, becauſe he 
cannot deny himfelf, 2 Tim, 2.13. 
and not deny himſelf, becauſe he 
is Truth it ſelf, John 14. 6. and 
being Truth it ſelf, hath ſaidz Ak 
E 4 an 


- 


k 


not think that it is in * your pa- 2 Fc 
wer to have faith in God , when apud Clem. Y 
all your power muſt come from C—_— | 
God ; It is man's greateſt weak- concil. Arax {. 


neſs to . preſume upon. his own <- 24- 


| 
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and you ſhall have; ſeek, and you 
ſhall findihnock, and it fhall be g- 
'pened unto you, Luke T1.9. 

..; *- Thus labour by all theſe holy 
 waies and means to believe, and 

.. when your carnal friends ſhall go 

about to hinder thee, ſaying; 
what n«eds all this praying, and 

all this weeping, and all this run- 
ning to Sermons? ſay, would ye 
not have me to live? if Ido not' 
believe I cannot live: Again, 
ſay, Would ye have me be afſu- 
'red of nothing? I will be (by 

Gods grace) aſſared of ſomes- + 
thing, and efpecially' of my fal- 
vation; Again, it Satan ſeek to 
hinder'you from ſtriving and 
praying that ye may not believe, 
-yert pray, ld ab all the means 
premiſed; becauſe God hath 
.promiſed that you ſhall be heard; 
and he will dohis beſt for you, 
when Satan ſhall do his worſt a- 


galaſt you, 
The 
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* The Lord 'give you hearts to 
pray, and'hearis to believe, that 
believing. you' may be aſſured 
that you ſhall be ſaved; ſo pray- 
eth from his heart your: faithful 
friend, tohis & yourbeſt friend, 
who is a hearer of prayers, and 
can do abundantly above all that 
you or I can ask or think , or 
conceive; to him be glory in the 


' Church by Chriſt Jeſws, through- 


out all ages, world without end, , weqium. 
Amen, Eph. 3.20.21. Now chis and 


_ . the reſt of the 
3. Labour ro 1IV@E AS ſpotleſs a enſuing Me. 


+ life as you can poſſibly 3 for * e- diums are 


very man that hath this hope 71 properly and 


, : - chicfl rovi- 
him ; What hope ? that he (hall ded for Saints, 


ſee God,v.2. namely,.in || Chriſt, who do be- 

' - leve, for 
and by himſelf, purifieth himſelf, £5, 0 = 
even as he is pure. Obſerve , e- and for whoſe 


very man that hath this hope; and/ſake I call 


_— - this Tra the 
ſo conſequently , whoſe foul ISc.-s Aſo. 


ſafe; whole faith is ſound 5rance2 petio- 
whoſe heart is ſure : Again, ob-4i, R 
ſerve, purifies himſelf; that 1s, | Mas ing 


labours 4. © 37» 


* Anſelm, de 
Simil. 
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labours to be pure ; and how is 
that ? ever 4s he, namely, God 
himſelf, 3x pzre. O height of ho- 
linefs ! Q profunditte of purity ! 
arethere any fuch inthe world? 
ſay the men of the world ; Yes, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, there are ſuch, 
which though they are not with» 


* out fin, yet are not * under fin; 


that is, under a reigning in, pref- 
fing hard RD perfection 3 
which 1s.to be pure as he 1s pure 5 
that is, aſpiring to it, and climb- 
ing after it, and towardslt, as 
Johnathan's Armor-bearer after 
his Maſter. I remember what a 
* Father ſaith, that he had rather 
be in Hell, than lie 1n any fin a- 
gainſt God : and I have been 


much taken with his ſayingz Gad 


grant that by it you alſo may be 
ſo taken, asthat you may not be 


\ ſooften overtaken; But to the 


Law and Teſtimony for all the 


. Fathers: Who is ſhe that looketh 


forth 


w* wv 
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forth as the moyning 3 fair as the 


Moon. clear as the Suns Cant. 6. 
10. Obſerve, how Chriſt praiſeth 
his Church, for her tranſcendant 
pureneſs, and ſurpaſling fairneſs; 
Some ſpots ſhe hath, and there- 
fore ſhe is aſſimilated ro rhe Moon 
as well as Sun; and yet called 
fair, becauſe ſhe alloweth them 
not z3 and becauſe of that Chriſt 
ſeeth them not: No, no, even 
Balaam could ſay , He hath not 
beheld iniquity in Jacob , -aeither 
hath he ſeen perverſneſs in Iſrael, 
Numb. 23.21. Again, She 3s fair 
# the morning; torſhe is* partly * jp, nm, 
clear, and partly dim 5 like that cul: quando 
wonderfull day which is only 79 ncipie 
known to the Lord, not day nor i ak 
night, Zech. 14. 7. for fo 1s the 5. | 
* Morning,and ſo-1s ſhe ; not al- a _ 
together day, becauſe of fin re- 13. 2. + 
maining. in her, nor altogether 
nighti, becauſe of fin reſiſted by . 
her; and ſo, and after this man- 

ner 
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ner fair and clear and pure.;'.but 
farther, what ſaith Chriſt of her > 
Thou art all fair, my love, there 
is 0 ſpot in thee, Cant. 4.7. that 
1s, no ſpot * allowed, no ſpot ap- 
* 2-5. 12, 4, Proveds for whilſt ſhe 15able to 
ſtand ſhe ſtands, and * ſtriveth a- 

| gainſt fin : ſo do you, labouring 
to cleanſe your ſelves from all fil- 
thineſi of fleſo and ſpirit, 2 Cor. 
7. 1. andthat by the Spirit, Rome. 
8.13, For as any one blemilh in 
the face mars beauty, and one 
dram of poiſon ſpoils a whole box 
of precious Ointment : ſo if you 
let alone but one (in to reign in 
you, and over you, that one will 
{ſpoil all, evenall your fair car- 
riage, and all your confidence 3 
- *5$iummin forno * evil like theevil of (into 
hem collats (ſpoila man, When Phocas, the 
—_— Roman Emperor had built a moſt 
pitudinis ma- fair and ſtately Pallace, there 
ata rawer' was a voice heard in the night, 

| Cicoro 2, Sin within will deſtroy all : So, 
Fhuſc. when 
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when we have built Caſtles inthe 

air, and by our fair and-ſpecious 
performances have gotten ſome 
Aſſurance & confidence towards 

God, but afterward give way to 

one f1n or other, we ſhall hear one 

time or other a voice from within, 

Sin within will deſtroy all, our 

own conſciences ” accuſing us , * Rom. 2:15. 
yea, condemning us for the ſame, | 
and || taking away our Afſurance = {nog 1 
from us, for lin allowed by us. loſt his co-- YF 
Let us fall therefore upon ſin,and fidence by his | 
deſtroy it, that ſins puniſhment A '1 
may not fall upon us, and deſtroy Fonab 1. 6. 
us, and our confidence with us. 

Oh that this people were wiſe ! 

Oh that they would ſo ſtrive a- 

2ainſt ſin, and againſt every in! 

Oh. that they would unreſerved- 

ly cleanſe their hands! Oh that 

they : would thorowly purifie 

their hearts, Faxe.4.8, and cleanſe 

them from luſt, even every luſt ! 

Oh that I could help them ! pe 
4034.9 that 
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that I could even pull them awiy 
from their beloved fins ! for then 
they ſhould got live, or lodge in 
ad with any of them one day, 
or one night longer : well, you 
muſt do this work with God's 
help; therefore go every one of 
you and kill every one of them 
{pare none, no, not the leaſt 5 Oh 
ſave none alive, to be .aſſus 
red that God will ſave you alive; 
elſe you cannot be foperſwaded 
as lony as any one fin 1s by you 
allowed: thus labour to puritie 
your ſelves , and to deſtroy fin, 
and when you have fo done, la-+ 
bour to keepyour ſelves ſo; and 
if the Tempter re-aſlault you, 
do you aifo re-cncounter him , 
and that with the Word, forthat 
is a Chriſtians ſword : rell him as 
the Spouſe told Chriſt in another 
ſence, IThave waſhed my feet; how 
Jhall T defile thew? Cant.5.3, Obl 
{ -cannotz Oh!-1 will not, by 
—_ God's 
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God's help. When Satan came 
to Chriſt he found nothing in him, 
but when he comes to you , he 
finds much in you, even much 
corruption 3 bh do you repſe 
hin in the faith : I ſay * as Peter, * , pg. 5.9. 
that that which he findes in you, 
may nut be found to be yours, 
but hisz becauſe you do not own 
it, but reſiſtit, tobe aſſured, as 
then you * may be, that you ſhall * Dameſe. Er- 
be faved. Nay, crie to God to '” © Ferfer- 
keep you 3 for it is not as Da- 
maſcene and others teach, in the 
power of man to hold out 3 no, 
no, we are kept by the power of 
God, through faith to ſalvation, 
I Pet. 1.5. and therefore you 
muſt beg this power of God,and 
that very much and often, yea, 
continually ; for then Satan will 
not be able to harm you. Itis 
ſtoried of a malicious woman, 
that ſhe gave, her ſelf to rhe De- 
vil, provided he would do a mif- 
chief 
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chief tc ſuch a Neighbour, whom 
ſhe deadly hated 3; rhe Devil 
went once and again to do his 
work 4 but at laſt returns, and 
tels her, that he could not hurt 
him , becauſe he found him al- 
waies praying, or reading : do 
you likewifez pray fo alwales, 
and you will allo ſpeed as he 
did; eſpecially then when Satan 
tempts you to make you fall ; 
then do you fall to your prayers 
and ſay ; Lord, this isthe power 
and hour of darkneſſe; now 
therefore keep me in this hour 
of teinptation , that I may keep 
up the Aſſurance of my Salva- 
rti0Nn, | | 

4. Make your calling andele- 
Gion ſure; for then you alſo 
make Heaven ſure, 2 Pet. 1,5,,0. 
giving all diligence, add to your 


faith vertue,@c. And then, v:11. 
ſo an entrance ſhall beadminiſtred 
 #nto you abundantly, into theever- 


laſting 


\ 
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laſting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Teſws Chriſt, IT pay you 
obſerve your workz you muſt 
become good Arithmeticians, ac- 
cording to the perfect Rule of 
Addition , to becertain of your 
everlaſting ſalvation : And there- 
fore go, and add vertue to ver- 
tue, and ſtill ſay; But dol not 
miſ-reckon? Am I in the right ? 
Dol not miſs temperance though 
I have knowledge? And dol not 
want patience , though I have 
temperance?ls not godlineſswan- 
ting-though patience be not ? Is 
not brotherly kindnels forgotten 
by me though godlineſs be not ? 
Have I not left out Charitie, 
though T do not miſs Brotherly 
kindneſs? Are all the Graces of 
Gods Spirit here? and if any be 
wanting, go, and reckon again, 
and make a farther Addition; 
more eſpecially if Patience be 
wanting in thy reckoning 3 Go, 
i2'7 EF and 
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and write, Iſhould ſay, add pa- 
tience, the like may be ſaid of 
all the reſt; and ſo labour to be 
compleat in Grace, having 1n you 
every Grace, and ſtriving ſtill to 
havemore Grace, even more of 
every Grace 3 for though, if we 
believe in Chriſt we are ſanGifh- 
edin every part, yet are we ſan- 
Qified but in part ; even as we® 
know but in part, ſo that we ſhall 
need {till to add ſomewhat toe- 
very part, if in the Saints Aſſu- 
rance we would have our part ; 
Nay, had need to give all dili- 
gence, as the Apoſtle tels us, v. 
5. by our continual additions to 
make our calling, and election, 
and ſalvation ſure, and to live an 
extraordinarie holy, ſtrict, and 
Seraphical life to attain to it, I 
knew a moſt eminent holy walk- 
er once , his name was 1gnatiss 


-* Jonrdan a Juſtice of the Peace, 


Who was after his conyerfion al- 
WAIES 
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wean 
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waies aſſur'd of his ſalvation, as 
hetold me; but the courſe that 
he took was this, he would every 
morning riſe at 3 of the Clock, 
as I was told, and ſpend his time 
in prayer, reading, and medita- 
tion, till 7, and then do juſtice to 
allthat came to him : Again, he 
would puniſh any for ſwearing, 
and otheroffences, if he were ne- 
yer ſo greatz and I never heard 
a vain, or evil word come out of 
his mouth , but he would be al- 
waies talking of Heaven: do you 
live ſuch an holy, and heavenly 
life too, and give all diligence 
thereunto, and you will be ſure 
allo, as he was,of Heaven. 
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5. Ger the pardon of your fins, y.1;u@. 


ſealed, for what is remiſſion o 
ſin but juſtification from fin ? 
Now, whom he juſtifieth, he alſo 
glorifieth, Rom.8.30. Again,what 
1s it but a m_— of fin? and 
What ſaith D4vid of that? Bleſſed 

is 
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3s be whoſe ſin is covered , in Pf. 
32. 1. ſo that if Ican but know 
that my ſins are forgiven me, I 
may know alſo that Heaven wilt 
be given me 3 Wherefore be eaft- 
neſt, even importunately earneſt 
with God to have thy {ins forgi- 
ven thee by God,Darn.g. 19. you 
may ſee how earneſt and eager 
he was in this thing, ſaying, 0 
Lord, O Lord forgive, O Lord. 
hearken and do ; Never was a 
condemned MalefaCtor ſo earneſt 
for a pardon with his King. Ne- 
ver was a poor Mendicant ſo im- 
portunate for a piece of bread , 
or for an Alms with his rich 
Neighbor , 2s he for a pardon 
with his God and King, and ſo 
muſt you be, and therefore even 
preſs into the preſence of God , 
for thy pardon to be ſealed by 
God ; Goand cry,ſaying,O God 
forgive, O God forget, O God 
* blot out all my tranſgreſſions 7 
| an 
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and cleanſe me throughly from 
my finsz O * Lord hear, O Lord * Pan. 9. 19. | 
defer not for thy own ſake ; here | 
be more than ordinarily fervent, 
and inſtant; for the pardon of fin 
f 1s the * principal thing in the co- * Cards & 
venant of Grace ſo much urged, fur 724504 
and to be preſled in prayer 3 he : 
that is ſure of that, may be ſure 
alſo of God's being reconciled 
to him in Chriſt 5 Chriſt making 
for him his peace, peace paſſing 
all kis underſtanding, his undey- 
ſtanding now knowing that he 
ſhall haye life everlaſting. I for 
my part am therefore wout tobe 
more large and more earneſt in 
this, than in any other part of my 
more ſolemn ſupplications, and 
I defire, and ſtrive ftill ro be fo 
prolix, and ſo long 1n this thing, 
till I have my errands end,other- 
wiſeT am loath to make an end, 
and I have found much ſuccels 
and comforrc init, to God's glory 
F 3 be 


A Corollary. 
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be it ſpoken, I pray you , do 
ye pray ſotoo ; and withall take' 
this Corollary with you. 

When you are upon your knees 
aſking God forgiveneſs, have in 
readineſs a Catalogue of your 
many and knowable fins, either. 
in your memories, or in writing, 
and ſpread them all before the 
Lord, as once * Hezekiah Rabſhe- 
ka's letter, forthen you are moſt 
like to ſpeed, becauſe it is ex- 
preſly written, That if we confef 
our ſons God is faithful and juſt 
to forgive ws our ſins, and to 
cleanſe ms from all unrighteouſ- 
neſs, x John 1.9. and you will be 
ablethen thus to plead withGod, 
when you aſk pardon of God; O 
God thou haſtſaid, if they ſhall 
confeſs their 141quities, then will 
I remember my Covenant, Lev. 
26, 40, 42+ and lo, we O Lord 
confeſs here our iniquities before 
thee, O do thou therefore re- 

member 
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member the Covenant made by 


' thee, whoſe capital matter 15 the 


forgiveneſs of our fins. Again , 
you may then plead that famous 
place in Fob 37. 27. He looketh 
” men, and if any ſay, Mark, 
it any ſay, and ſo if any of us 
here ſhall ſay ſo, 7 have ſinnet 
perverted that which was right, 
and it profited me not, He will de- 
liver bis Soul; as thus, we may 
ſay, Lord it is written , and ſaid 
of thee (likewiſe ſhew him the 
book, the chapter, the place 
wherein this' precious Scripture 
lies)T hat thou lookeſt upon men, 
and if any ſay, I have ſinned , 
thou wilt deliver his Soul. O 
look upon us therefore here pro- 
ſtrate, before tÞh=e, or in the fin- 
gular upon rv. , a poor ſinner 
here lying before tuee, and cry- 
ing, and ſaying, thus.and thus I 
have ad ad deliver my poor 
Soul, Oh! my poor Soul fromhel!, 

F 4 and 
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and death, and damnation , I 
pray thee having forgiven me all 
my fins, for it is faid, If any ſhall 
ſay I have finned, now Lord, I 
ſay, and ſay it from my hearr ; 
therefore O God forgive me, O 
Lord waſh me, and pardon all 
my offences, for they are won- 
drous great , but not too great 
for ſo great a God to forgive. 
Thus confeſs, and ſo crave the 
pardon of thy ſins, and withall 
to have the pardon of them * ſea- 
led, that is to be aſſured by the 


Spirtt that they are'pardoned, as 


David was, when he (aid, Thox 
forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſin, 
Selah, Pſal. 22. O'Sirs, here 1s 
work for you, to have - fin not 
only pardoned , but allo 'to 
be perſwaded that it 1s par- 
doned, which 1s a thing not ſo 
ealily obtained, as is commonly 
believed, No,no yon muſt ſweat 


about it, and labour hard tohave 
it 
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it done, if you defire to be aſſu- 
red that you ſhall be ſaved. 
6. Get an undeceiving taſt of 
the joys of Heaven, as thoſe Be- 
lievers did, which were lo ſure 
of their ſalvation, v. 3. For then 
you alſo muſt needs be ture of 
your reception, entrance and ad- 
miſhon into Heaven; becauſe 
they are fore-runners, and the 
earneſt of it, Eph.1.14.the Greek 
is «pe, which properly 1s part 
of a price promiled to be paid 
{ Cr call ita pledge) as, : 
ere, part of the joys of Heaven |, Furgpr. 
promiſed to us, to be enjoyed by 4 1c. 30. 
us hereafter; And theſe joys are EE 
ſo great for their quantity , and Hypotheca, as 
ſo ſweet for their quality, as that *<!0g move- 
[ hope I ſhall not need ra preſs _ rn 
ypotheea . 
you overmuch to the gaining of is nor. 
them; For are they not molt * Cant. 2.5 
lweetly reſembled to Apples BS roar. 
to * Flagons , to || Mannah, all ni J-ſ« Chri- 
which things though they are ſoF.Jun & 
CX- T Rev, 2. 17, 
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exceeding ſweet, yet cannot 
poſſibly come near or match 
thoſe joys which without all de. 
greeof compariſon, and meaſure 
of proportion do ſurmount and 
ſurpaſs the ſame 3; even infinite- 
Iy, infinitely, For they are un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, 1 Pet. 
I.&. 

I. Vnſpeckable; were all the 
world full of Orators, and all 
they like Angels, ſpeaking with 
the tongues of Angels, and able 
to utter their minds, and to pour 
out their conceptions with tor- 
rents of elocution, yet would not 
they be able toexpreſs thoſe joys. 

2. Full of glory. The great, 

| and main Ocean 1s gs = of 
+10: n1 Water, though it be * nothing 
_— but water, > the ſpangled ſkie 
fo full of Stars, nor the gay dia- 
pery ofthe earth ſo full of flow- 
ers, as they are full of glory. 


Methought I was in a Tryump 
and 
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and evencovered and deck'd all 
over and over, and over with 
moſt refulgent beams of glory, 
when it pleaſed God all-graci- 
ous, to make my unworthy ſelf 


a partaker of thoſe joyes which 


are ſo full of glory. And there- 
fore, oh! how ſhould your Souls 
be now enamoured with them, 
and long, and labour after them? 
O Souls, Souls here are Apples, 
flagons, here ſhowers of Mannah 
for you to be had by you. Oh! 
go after them, Oh! get them, for 
the Aſſurance of acken lieth 
in, and thorow them to be had 
by them. 

9. You will ſay, how ſhall 
we get them? | 

IT Anſ. Beg them , for Chriſt 
hath promiſed them. 

9. Where ? 

7 Anſ. Rev. 2, 17. Read the 
place ; Ando place your ſelves 
again before the Lord Chriſt, 
and 


2-6 


A Caſe of 
Cunſclence, 


Anſwered. 
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and fay; Lord, give us, or me, 
in tke {ingular, this Mannah , this 
{ſweet bread of of Heaven; Oh 
ſhowre it down upon my poor 
Soul, and having taſted 1t, may be 
thereby aſſured 3 that as I have 
been fed with Angels food on 
earth;\oI ſhallfeed on the Angels 
bread in Heaven, But here 

A Caſe of conſcience comes : 
to be reſolved, for you will ſay 
happily , Sir, we have begged 
theſe joyes3 and yet cannot en- 
joy them; and therefore tell us 
what we muſt do inſuch a caſe? 

T Anſwer, It may be you have 
Jefr undone ſome thing, which ye 
ought to have done; and where- 
upon the fore mentioned promiſe 
was made, I mean overcoming; 
for ſo ſaith Chriſt, To him that 
overcometh will T give to eat of 
the hidden Mannah, Rev. 2.17. 
Now if ſo, then you. muſt for the 
obtaining of them covercome. 

I. Satan 
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1. Sztan by the blood of the 


Lamb, Rev. 12.11. 
2. The World by faith, 1 


John 5. 4. 


3. Your ſelves|| denying your | y,;;5.24; 


ſelves in many things, which as 
yet you have not denied your 
ſelves in, as in meats, in ſleep, in 
pleaſures, in the putting on of 
Apparel, &c. : 

4, God himſelf, as JFocob did 
the Patriarch, eſpecially when 
you beg thoſe joyes. Beloved, 


never did * Lazarw lo beg *Luk:16.21. 


crumbs that fell from Dives his 


table; nor|| Siſera beg drink of || Judg: 4-19. 


Jaelwhich then gave him milk to 
drink, as that holy man did beg 
thoſe crumbs of comfort, which 
he wanted ; and that glorious 
viſion of Jehovah's face , which 
he to ſee ſo defired, when he faid, 


T le not leave thee > till thou bleſs * Gen. 32, 


me; conſtraining God thereby 


to bleſs his wreſtling, with the 
fight 
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fight of refulgent beams of the 
light of his pleaſed,and pleaſant 
countenance, which runs parel- 
lel with the joys of Heaven, and 
are infinitly ſweeter then JaeP's 
milk, which ſhe gave Siſera to 
drink in a Lordly diſh; yea, 
than all the milk of all the land of 
Canaan, flowing with milk and 
honey 3 O let your carneſtneſs, 
and importunity match hisz and 
let every one of you, now ſay 
after him ; Lord I will notleave 
thee till thou bleſs me , as thou 
did'ſt bleſs him with a glimpſe, 
and glance of the light of- thy 
countenance 3 or thus, as the 
Spouſe of Chriſt,ſaid to Chriſt in 
the *Canticles;ſo ſay thou to him, 
inthine heart , and in thy Cloſet, 
comfort me , oh me alſo! with 
apples, even the ſweet apples of 
they divine Conſolations , pro- 
aj ed _ thy mm *f wenany 
ws, oly word 5 and ſtay me wit 
tram in Loc) flagons, 
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flagons , even flagons of love , 
for I am © lick of love. O my */agitia am- 
loyedo not, O do not deny me }* be 
thy lovez O my joy,dqnot with- in Lec. 

hold from me thy joy. Or thus, 

O my dear, thou haſt ſaid to him 

that overcometh, will I give to 

eat of the hidden Mannah ; and 

wile thou not give to me that 

Mannah ,. who come to thee for 

it's Manducation, to be aſſured 

of my Salvation 3 O my God , 

thou haſt promiſed it to him 

that overcometh 3 and loe, I de- 

ſire to overcome ,, and to over- 

come Satan by thy blood 3 my 

ſelf, by thy love; the world by 

my Faith 5 and thy ſelf by my 

prayers, and for that end amnow 

come to overcome both my ſelf, 

and thee; Oh!give me therefore, 

& let me have, what here Icrave, 

even that Mannah which thou 

haſt promiſed me , and rhat joy ; 
unſpeakable, and tull of glory. 
7. Nay, 


75. Medidum; 


* In Angel: 
Ntatum prove- 
hit. Euſeb. 
Euriſ. hom, 
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7. Nay, beg this great Aſſu- 
ranceit ſelf, and beg it much, for 
It is a gift worth your aſking, 
and all pains taking with it, 
they that have it are *Angel1zed 
by the Spirit, extatized in the ſpi- 
rit, and emparadized in God; 
God being their Afſurer, who al- 
ſo by this aſſurance , becomes 
their exceeding great reward; 
As for their life, itisthe life of 
Heaven, as their joy 1s the joy of 
Heaven, Heaven Seeks in their 
hearts, their hearts in Heaven, 
Labour therefore, dear hearts, 
forthis Aflurance, begging 1t of 
God, who is both able and wil- 
ling to give it to thoſe that aſk it; 
Alk it therefore, and when you 
aſk ir do as AchſahC aleb's daugh+ 
ter, which wanting ſprings of wa« 
ter, came toher Father, lighted 
off from her Aſs, and ſaid, Give | 
me a bleſſing. for thou haſt given 
me a South-land , give me alſo 
ſprings 
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ſprings of water, Judg. I. 14: 
anſwerably whereunto, do you 
alſo light off from your moſt 


3t 


eager purſuit after the gains, ' 


profits, emoluments , and 


pre+ 


ferments.of this preſent world ; 


and __y down: before yout 
ather, wr 4. Father, 
or thou haſt 


heavenly 
give me a bleſſing, 


given me theſe outward things,* +: + 
and I want nothing but only the 
aſſurance of my Salvation 5 give 
me therefore ſprings of water al- 
ſo; that is, the aſſurance of mine 
eternal bliſs, which is like ſprinps 
of water, yea, Fountains of liv- 
ing water ſpringing from that O- 
cean and Sea of ineffable de» 
lights, which are in thy bleſſed 
ſelf, - O bleſſed Father, give me 
both the upper ſprings, and the 
neither ſprings as* Cateb did his 


Daughter: : 


The upper ſprings hereafter in 


Heaven ; to wit,the jayes of 
G | 


Hea- 


ven 


*Judg. 2: 14» 


A Cluſter of ſweeteſt 
venin Heaven, and the neither 
ſprings ; Imean, the aſſurance 
of Heaven here upon earth I 
humbly pray.thee, thus beg, and 
beg as earneſtly, and axdently as 
a beggar begs his alms,. becauſe 
he nceds it ; ſo you this aſfſu- 
rance, becauſe you cannot well 
live without it ; I told you of a 


| —_ very holy man, a Juſtice of the 


Peace 3 how holily he lived ro 
pain his aſſurance 5 and now, let 
me tell you, what once he ſaidto 
a Vifitant that came to ſee him. 
How 1s it with you?Are you aſſu- 
red now of your Salvation, or are 
you notyet? And, when the Vi- 
ſitant an{wered no, He told him, 
were it my caſe, I would go to 
my Cloſet,' and fhut my door 
and never leave : begging \t of 
God, till I had it beſtowed on me, 
by God, Beloved, this was good 
Counſel;whether theViſfjtant fol- 
-lowed it or-no ,. I know not, but 
wot fe 4 
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do you followit , and ſo go, © - 


go , and betake your ſelves to 
your Cloſets ; again upon this 
account alſo; & ſhut your doars, 
Matth. 6.6. and pray to your 
heavenly Father which is in ſecret 
that he will give you this aſſu+ 
rance of your Salvation, which 
will reward you amplie and: a- 
bundantly, Gor alt your paines 
taking in ſuch a ſupplication 3 Q 
Souls, when once ye are in, never 
come: out, till aſſurance comes 
in. . Nay, go, and-tell God: ſb, 
thouthat heareſt methis day,and 
wanteft this aflurance, Lord,.1 
will not go hence,. till thou-give 
it me, for thou' haſt ſaid 3 Ar, 
6 it ſhall be given to you,Luk kh. 
9. and do not doybt , but per» 


ſwade:thy ſelf for certain, that 


as Caleb, Achſah her Father gave 
his Daughter , petitioning him; 
both the * upper-ſprings, and 
the neither ſprings . which ſhe 
| G 2 wanted, 


% 


Judg. tr. 14- | 


%4 
See Luk. rr, 
Il 3 I2, I3, 


8. Medium. 
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wanted 3 ſo your heavenly Fa- 
ther, in reſpect of whoſe tender 
compaſſions and bowels of pity, 
the kindeſt Father's greateſt mer- 
Cy is but harſhneſs; in.reſpeG& of 
whoſe incomparably melting and 
ſweeteſt inclination ' the moſt 
loving Nature of any- man living 
is but moroſity , will give ;you 
alſo this by you ſo begged and 
petitioned Aſſurance :of; your 
ſouls ſalvation. dari it 

8. Get the / Spirits teſtimony 
of which | we: read Rom 8. 16. 
The. $pirit himfelf bears witneſs to 
our Spirits, that we are the | chil- 
dren of God, and if childrex then 
heirs ;, that” follows: v.17. and 
therefore this'Afſurance. of . Sal- 
vation muſt needs follow./Mark, 
here are two: witneſſes ;to aſſure 
us of our both filiation .and ſal- 
vation. 

1. Our own ſpirit, How? our 


' ownSpirit ? what more deceitful 


than 
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than a mans own * heart? but * Jer-19. 9. ? 


ſtay, it is not the carnal heap t ; 
but theregenerate heart, as.the 
word ſpirit is taken, 1 Cor. 2.11, 


whence * Origen, The Spirit * origines is. 
bears witneſs,not to the Soul,but £- 


to the Spirit , that 1s, the heart 
regenerated by the Spirit, which 
oes for ſence, and feeling, and 
Ending it ſelf to have Faith in- 
deed, and truly to be regenera- 
ted by. the Spirit, is able to-ſay 
truly with the Apoſtle, 7 know 
whom IT have believed, 2 Tim. 1, 
12.and I am crucified with Chriſt, 
nenertheleſs I live, yet not IT, but 
Chriſt lives ix me, Gal.2. 20. lee 
the place. Stepletor that ſub- 
tile Popiſh Writer, would haye 
this witneſs to beour charity,but 
there is not a ſyllable for it in the 
Text; and therefore his aſlers 

tion I reject for falſe. | 
The ſecond witneſs is the Spi- 
ritof God; who as a e547", or 
| G 3 Car 


_  ACluſfter of ſweeteſt 
Co-witneſs ſteps in, and confirms 
what our own fpirit affirms, ſay- 
ing; itis true, thou art a child 
of God 3 But how ſhall4 know 

| that this teſtimony ts not a delu- 

 _ fion, but theSpirits truly? Thus 
you may be ' wor of it, ſaith a 
worthy Writer. Either 1t is the 
Spirits or the fleſhes perſwaſion;' 
Not the fleſhes, for that doth not 
lead us, nor adduce usto divine, 
and heavenly things, therefore 
the Spirits, and the Spirit doth 

# Bellarm.l.3. not lie. Thus he. BeU/armine ſaith 

&JA1J-19+ that this teſtimony of the Spirit 

begets but. a conjectural certi- 
tude of our ſalvation ; but that 
is as falſe as Godis true, for can 
aty thing be more true and cer- 
tain, than that which is aſſerted 
by the God of truth? well then, 
hereare two Witneſſes for you, 
and you know what the Law 
ſaith, that af the mouth of two 
Witneſſes, matters ſhall be eſta- 
blifhed, ]- 


's -0Þ 
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bliſhed, Deut. 19. 15. and there- 
fore why ſhould ye doubt? Chry- 
ſoſtom upon this place triumphs ,,, .. . 
as it were, ſaying 5 What ambi- x8. 5. 
guity is there then left for us 2 if tobe noced 
2 Man, Angel, or Arch-Angel Bear. 
promiſe a thing, a man may hap» Rural afſu. 
pily doubt, but fith the ſupreme << 
eſſence of God's Spirit, who 
makes us pray, promiſes to them 
that pray, and performs what he 
promiſes, doth ſo bear witneſs 
within us, what room is left for 
hefitating and doubting to us? 
Labour therefare for this teſti- 
mony of the Spirit, 


B. But you will ſay, Haw ant 
ſhall we come by ir 2? 

T Anſw. * Crave it, as. thus, O , Ann. 
bleſſed Spirit , bear witneſs tv 0610 
my Spirit, that Ll am a child of 
God: Yeni ſandGe Spiritzs, Come 
O. holy Spirit, and tell my Spiri 
lo, that my. Spirit may rejoyce 

G 4 in 


RP JeB.10:465: 
0h. 1c. 3- 


\. * Rev. 22.17. 
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in the God of my ſalvation, I be; 
ing aſſured of my ſalvation. Men 
ſuppine men to bs witneſles for 
them 3 but - do. you only intreat 
theSpirit tobe a witneſs for you, 
and he will be willing to do it 
for you's; For as Chriſt ſaith of 
the Father, The Father himſelf 
loveth you, John 16.27. {0 I of the 


'Spiritz The Spirit himfelf, whois 
'one with rhe Father, loveth you. 


Therfore go'again, and again to 
the Spirit, and pray tothe fame 
eftect, ſaying, Holy Spirit, ſpeak 


to my Spirit, and ſpeak plain, e- 


ven ſo plainas that I may know 
that it 1s thy voice, and not the 


voice of a {ttanger, for thy ſheep 


do not love to hear the voice of 
* ſtrangers 3 Nay, come bleſſed 


 Spiritand call me, as,it were by 


ny * name, as Chriſt | calls his 
ſheep by name, ſaying, Chriſto- 


| pher, John, Peter, Mary, thou art 


a Child of God, Q firs, let every 
"One 


W 
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one that hearerh me this day ſay 
{oz come bleſſed Spirit,come, and 
teſtifie ſo, and he that (hall come 
will come, and will not tarry , 
and when he chmeth, Aſſurance 
cometh, for he comes not alone, 
when hecometh, but his reward 
is with him, and before him, to 
wit, his teſtimony, and his ear- 
neſt, 2 Cor. 5. 22. which 1s the 
exceeding great reward of our 
ſupplications, and the merciful 
compenſation of a truly graci- 
ous converſation. _ 

9. But I have one help more 
for.you, and that is, you muſt try 
your (clves daily by ſome eviden» 
ces for Heaven; When a T ravel- 
ler,being bent for a certain place, 
and told by ſigns and tokens 
which 15 the way to itzas namely, 
there are ſuch Meadows at the 
one hand, which he mult paſs byz 
ſuch miry places at the other, 
which he mult leave, and ſuch 

Mountains 


9 . \Medium. 


Plal,'24. 6. 
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Mountains before him, which he 
mult paſs over, and he findes it 
ſo, he is ſurethat he is 1n hisrighe 
way, and ſhall certainly come to 
the place appointed ; For, ſaith 
he, when he is paſt the places 
ſpoken of; lo, there be the mea- 

ows, the miry places, the moun- 
tains which I was told of, Iam 
paſt them 5 now a. child of God 
being bound and bent for Hea- 


'ven 1s ſuch a Traveller too , ac- 


cording to that of the Pſalmiſt, 
Pſal. 84.6. and * thus rendred in 
your Engliſh meetre. This is the 
brood of Travellers, in ſerthing of 
bis grace © As Jacob did the Ij> 
ralite, in that time of his race. 
And this Traveller is told in the 
holy Scriptures, and by us Mini» 
{ters which is. the way to Hea- 
ven, and how he ſhall know that 


| heis inhis way, and ſhall certain- 


ly arrive there 3 As for example, 
. . & 

uch fins and waics, which are 

| to like 
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like miry places, and meadows 
mult be left on the right, and on 
the left hand, and that ſuch 
and ſuch duties and perfetions, 
which are like high and craggy 
Mountains he muſt go over, 
whereupon it followeth , that 
when he looketh back into his life 
and courſes, and finds it to beſo 
as he was told, he muſt needs be 
aſſured that for certain he ſhall 
be ſaved 3 for ſaith he, are not 
theſe ſins which I have lefr., the 
miry places which I was told of? 
and theſe pleaſures of fin for a 
ſeaſon which I have pafled by , 
the pleaſant meadows which I 
was told of ? and thoſe difficult 
dutics which I have laboured to 
perform, as believing, ſelf deny- 
al, a ſputleſs walking, and acon- 
ſtant, and laborious ſerving of 
God,even day and night, the high 
and craggy mountains which I 
was fore-ſhown?- Beloved, it is 

re- 
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* Mr, Nichols * : 
ha gs reported of that holy maw-rg. 


* watize Jordan; whom I former. 
ly mentioned, that when he waz 
near his end,and one did aſk him, 
how he did, and could ſo keep 
up and maintain his Aſſurance 9 
conſtantly, even to the end ? he 
anſwered ,that every day, he did 
try himſelf, by ſome undeceiving 
fignes 3 and evidences for Hea- 
ven, & that kept it up,& ſo died, 
Do you therefore likewiſe as he 
did,and you rmay be aſſured as he 
Was, 

But I know, you will be very 
inquiſitive now, what thoſe e- 
vidinces are, whereby you are 
to try your ſelvesſo ; and there- 
fore beſides that which hath bin 
already ſpoken, Iſhall give you 
a more full information about 
It, and ſhew you more directly, 
which they are, out of P/al. 15. 
Where they lie even evidently 
befcre you. For there the Pſal- 


miſt 


_ Sd A. a oY a9, Cx 4 
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"Bmiſt ſtates the Queſtion, who ſhall 
be ſaved 3 ſaying, Lord, who ſhall 
dwell in thy Tabernacle 9. Who 
ball dwell ix thy boly Hill? mean- 
ing Heaven,which 1s called Awns, 
a Hill, or Mountain, a * »ox mo- 
vexdo, becauſe it ſhall never be 
10 | ſhaken, or moved; Heb. 12.298, 
5 f And then reſolves it, ſaying, he 
4 || that walketh uprightly,&c.where 
nc | we have the molt glorious evi- 
\« | dences, & blefſed properties of a 
* Citizen of Heaven ſet down in 
order beforeus : They are 12. 
The I. is, He that. walketh up- 
rightly.The word 1n the Hebrew 
is 2197 which,though itbe uſual- 
ly rendred perfecty yet fignifieth, 
not.*,one that is ſimply and abſo- 
lutely ſo,and altogether free from 
ſin ; for that is abſolutely denied 
Pro;'20. 9. Jaw. 3. 2.1. John I.9. 
but one that in his deſires & pur- 
poſes is. without diſſimulation, 
and bypocrifie, and ſo walks up- 
104914 rightly 


* Bern, in 
Serm. 29. Fane 
ſen in Loc, 
Clarixs in 
Loc. 

Engub. in Lec. 
Facob. Paniſe / 
cots In Loc. 


Burgenſis 1.p. 
FA 


ſJerut, 4. 


4. Co 4+, 
Lorin in Los. 
Dr. Boys inLoG. 
Molleris in 
Loc. 


* Athanaſing 
in Lpift. de 

Interpr. Pal. 
* Melanfhen * - 
in Loc. 
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rightly 3 as it is here rendred : 
where give me leave, berauſe 
this- is the prime and chiefeſt 
Mark of a Citizenof Heaven'to 
dwell a little while, and to ſhew 
- you how this uprightneſs may. be 
_  difcerned,, by 'theſe 3 proper* 
. ties. - | 

1. By a right aim; 

2, By true defires. 

3. By Uniformiiy. 

r. By aright aim, for an up+ 
right man doth iti all things, atm 
at the glory of God z above all 
things, like Devid himſelf, (who 
hath penned this Pſalm, and here 
ſfet' down: this property of up- 
negates) Pſal. 115. 1.' where- 
as Hypoerits, and ſuch as axe not 


v1 | upright do all that'they.dbto be 


2. True De- 


ſeen of men, 'AfaFth. 43; 39! * 

2, By true delires, after Choiſt 
and grace, I mean, which are e- 
quivalent with deeds, as when 
Abraham had but a deſire, and 
NA purpole 
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purpoſe to pleaſe God, andto 
obey his command ; it wastaken 
for the deed, Ger. 22. 16, 17. 
Read the place. 

And thetruth of ſuch deſires 


may be known again by 2 marks. 2 Marks of 
Y 5 J 3 __ Defires/ 


I, True delires are flaming, 
and fervent, called hungring 
and thirſting, Matth. 5. 6. pan- 
ting, and breathing, Pſal, 42. 9, 
for look,as the Hart, having ſwal- 
lowed Serpents, and being there- 
by moſt. mightily inflamed, and 
put into a grievous heat, pank- 
cth, and panteth after Rivers of 
water to quench bis thirſt, ſo do 
true defires which are flaming 
and 'come from a fervent ſpirit, 
even long and thirſt aftar the 
things defired 3 whether it be 


. Chriſt,or grace,or faith, ina moſt 


vehement meaſure, and manner. 
One writes of a gracious wo- 
man3 that being aſked in her a- 
gony, as ſhe was complaining - 
the 


95 


Balton. 


g6 
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the want of Chriſt, and Grace, 
and Faith ; but doth not your 
heart defire,and long after Chriſt? 
Anſwered and ſaid; O yes, I have 
an Huſband, and Children, and 
—_ other comforts 3 but I 
would give them all, and all the 
good TI ſhall ever 'ſfee 1n this 
world, or in the world to come, 
to have my poor, thirſty Soulre- 
freſhed with that precious blood 
of his, &c. 

2. True and upright deſires 
are ever enterwoven with a fin» 
cere 'and holy uſe of all ſuch 
means, as may procure the enjoy- 
ment of the things deſired ; as 
faſting,praying, hearing,reading, 
felling of ali, and the like. Sec 
Iſa. 26. 9.. how. deſires are fol- 
lowedby feekingafter God. 

3. They are growing from lit- 


tle to more, I mean, more actions, 


from more to much more; from 


much more'to habit, from habit 
| { to 
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toſome competent perfeCtion & 
bigneſs in Chriſt. See, 1 Pet. 2.1. 
how deſires and growing are 
conjoyned, and look upon Eph. 
2. 21, 2 Theſ. 1.3. and try your 
ſelves often by theſe 3 lignes of 
true deſires; for if you have 
them, you have the graces which 
you deſire to have, and ſo muſt 
needs be aſſured of your Salva- 
tion, Iſpeak after famous Mr. 
Rogers of Dedhaw :; who hath 
converted ſo many Souls , his 
words are in his Doctrine of faith, 
C.2. Þ. 128, What graces thou 
deſireſt, and conſtantly uſeſt the 


means to attain, thou haſt, Thus 


he. 


3. Uniformity, an upright and ; {lniformity, 


ſincere walker ſtriveth, and la- 
bours to be the ſame in all pla- 
ces and at all times, like true 
Gold, which is the ſame in dirt, 


'and when it is trodden upon, 


that it.is- when it is lifted up. op 


I7 
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high 3 and worn in aRing, or 
Crown, it ſhineth whereloever 
it is put: ſo he is the ſame in ad» 
verſity, as well as inproſperity; 
among hlthy livers, as well as a- 
mong Saints; in bad company, as 
wellasin good; at home as well 
as abroad ; and like Ariſtotle's 
homo Tedrovres he is, ca. 
way, and that jway, and try him 
every way, and _ ſhall find 
him right, and ſquare, inevil 
times as well as in good rimes ; 
For he knoweth,that to be good 
atall times, and in all places, i 
but a Chriſtian's dutyz but to be 
good in evil times, and among 
evil men,is an upright man's glo- 
ry, andto beblameleſs among 2 
wicked and TO Ca— 
On », Fez-b@ the very Credit C 
Religon , and Garland of Chr 
ſtianityz and ſo loboursto be like 
a Rock unmoveable ;z ashe is 
quiredto be, 1 Cor. 15. 58, - 
ALtt 
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alſo, /Pſal. t. 3. his leaf alſo fhall 

»ot wither, underſtand withany 

weather, .and Ger. 6. 9. where 

| the © Hebrew is, axd Noah wel: * jap 
| Kked indeſpnentlywith Godsthough 

$I theworld was bad, yet he was 
1 good,nay,as © Chryſp/iome (peaks 
$8 of him, likea ſpark he was in the 
$M midſt of rhe Seca, which all that 
nf wickedneſs which did overilow 
df the whole, earth - could not 
lf quench. | Whereas. Hypocrites, 
3 and ſuch as want this uprightneſs 
af arelike Alcumy, .which looketh 
bj like Gold , bur proves not foz 
xl for when ir is tryed;appears to be 
but counterfeit Gold : ſo they 
ſeem to be good, becauſe of ſome 
pliſtering ſhewes which they 
make by their protefion, pray» 
ers, and performanges,but when 
they are tryed , andfaln into 
ſome Company or meet withop- 
politionz they wang falſe, and 
appear ito be but counterteits. 
H 2 And 


* Chyyſft. i 
Gen. 


I 00 


Ambros in 
__ I.5s, 
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Andlike the filh * Polypws which 
changeth -colours, with. every 
kind of ftone it meets with in the 
Seaz ſo they in the Sea of this 
world ſhift and change their co- 
lours, according to the place 
where they are, and the company 
into-which they come; among the 
good, they will ſeem to be good, 
and talk as if they were good 3 
ca, pray asif they were .Saints; 
Put among the bad, they areall 
as bad ; ſo they will talk, and ſo 
they willdo , and walk; abroad 

they will be like _— ſo the 
will behave themſelves., and ſo 
pure and heavenly they will 
ſeem to be., and ſo they will 
ſpeak, and pray very admirably; 
and as it were, with the T ongues 
of Angels 3. but follow them 
home, and you will ſee them car- 
ry themſelves as if they were 
Devils 3 ſo they will lie; :: and be 
proud , and envious, and ſpi 77h 
7 3 ull, 
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full , and ſo ſome of them, will 
roar, and tear, and rave, and 
ſtamp , and be contentious.and 
unclean, 'and when ir comes to 
family Duties , they will ſcarce 
pray at-all ſome of them,or read, 
or have a ſavory ſpeech come out 
of theif mouths all the day long; 
or if-it happen that they do pra 
ſome.of them,as brief, and could, 
and- dry, as may be; and cam- 
monly hut a Repetition of,the 
ſame.;things which they are (till 
wont'to have in their domeſtick 
I and ,a king of * *Iipeak a 
orm-, and; hew-.can it be other- 8919 Typo»: 
wiſe,, | ſecing they. have but 2 
form; of .godlineſ(s; denying the ons, as Chriſt 
power thereof? 2 Tim.3.5, But — 
I have done with uprightnefs, but all forms, and 
I hope you have .not done with "<petidons. 
ie, forit is the chief mark of all 
David's | marks:3 and it will, if 
you can find it,ye1ld you as much 
Aſſurance as any. I know the 

T © 200 man 


| 2. Evidence; 


3+ Evyidenccs 
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man, ſaith Blefled Hooker, he is 
yet alive , that in extremity of 
horror 'of heart, ſaid , he had 
ſinned againſt the Holy 'Ghoſt 3 


and therefore would have made 


away himſelf 5 but now that 
which kept him, was, his conſci- 
encetold him,that at ſuch a-time 
his heart was upright before God, 
and that reſtrained him;'& God 
after that bleſſed him with aſſu- 
Trance of hislove; and favour; & 
therefore thisuprightneſs; oh!rhis 
uprightne(s, whata mark it'is? O 
tryyour ſelves daily by it: But 
F fee that 1 have tranſgreflied by 
my 'prolixity 3 1 humbly crave 
pardon, and promiſeto be brief- 
er hereafter, 7-11) 429 
' 2; He'worketh Righteouſreſs. 
Righteouſneſs iFhis trade, where- 
by' he trades for Heaven, la- 
bouring to give to God what is 
Gods, -and to Man what is Mans, 
and toevery man his due. 

3. He ſpeaketh the truth in his 


heart. 
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heart. Another man oy ſpeak 
truth too, but he ſpeaketh it not 
from his heart 3 becauſe it is not 
in his heart, but commonly ſuch 
as-are none of Heavens Citizens 
will lie for advantage. Itis gi- 
vento them all inaſmuch as that 
they are called lyars. And Iy- 
ing Children, Iſ4.30. 19. becauſe 


* As Rabby 
Moyſes, L.1. 


* uſed to them, and not uſed toe. 3o- 


ſpeak truth 3 whereas God's 


Childrenarecalled Childreathat 4 Evidence. | 


will not lie, 7/2. 63. 9. 

4. He backbiteth not with bis 
tongue 3 His tongue knoweth 
how to ſpeak well, but it know- 


eth not hoy to ſpeak ill, efpeci- x pet, 2, 23. 


ally of any man ; Forit hath not 
ſo learned Chriſt, * who when 
he was reviled, reviled not a- 
gainz whereas ſgme will do lit- 
tle elſe, but revile, and (lander, 
and backbite, and ſpeak evil of 
other men, who many timesare 
better than themſelves, 


H 4 5, He 


© 104 
s, Evidence. 


6; Evidence. 


S xEor. 13-7- 


7, Evidence. 
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5. He doth no evil to his neigh- 
bour, if he can do him good he 
will, hurt him he dares not, in his 
body,goods,or goodname; where- 
as ſome will be good to no body, 
but themſelves, and ſcarce them- 
ſelves as they ought, but they will 
wrong any one to get by 1t. 

6. He takes up no reproach 4- 
gainſt his neighbour, v. 3. for his 
charity will not ſuffer him which 
hopes better,becauſe it * hopeth 
all things. 

7. He js one in whoſe ejes a vile 
perſon is contemned , v. 4. But. 
how ? it is not his Brother, (for 
ſois even a vile perſon) but his 
Brothers faſhions and vile cour- 


. i Tes, which he hates,and for which 
- by him he is ſo (corned, and de- 


8. Evidence. 


ſpiſed; again, he contemns him 
not ashe 1s a man, but as he 1s a 
vile man. - 

8. He honoureth them that fear 
the Lord. Thaveread of a cer:aifi 
gracious King, called J»go, _ , 

OT / 


/ 
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of theDrarnes, that once he made 
a greaf feaſt, and placed his No- 
bles and Lords in his Hall; but 
the poor Chriſtians which alfo 
were ſome of his gueſts, in a ſtate- 
ly higher Room, and kept them 
company z and when his Nobles 
repined, and wondred at it, he 
ſaid, theſe poor. Chriſtians I look 
upon,asthofe that will reige-with 
me as fellow Kings, and ſuch as 
will be my Companions in that 
other world; and therefore I 
place them and uſethemſo. So 
highly he honoured them that 
feared the Lord; and ſo doth 
every Citizen of Heaven, where 
note, that this elteem goeth ac- 
companied with love,as you may 
ſee, 1 Theſ. 5. 13. to eſteem then 
very highly iz love; concerning 
which love, you know what is 
ſaid, We know that we have paſſed 


from death to life , becanſe we 


love the Brethren, 1 John 3. 14. 
which 


x06 
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which once ſo ſatisfied a gracious 
woman, that when fhe could find 
no other mark but this, this did 
gain her the Aſſnrance of her ſal- 
vation, becauſe her heart told her 


- that ſhe loved the Brethren from 


p. Evidence. 


the bottom of her heart. 

9. Heſweareth to his own burt, 
and changeth not, v. 4. Heis a 
man of his word, what he ſwears 
or promiſes ſhall ſtand , becauſe 
he knoweth that elſe he cannot 
ſtand , whether he win by it or 
loſe he careth not; though it be 


, to my utter undoing, faith he, it 


ro, Evidence. 
f 


' matters not, if | may but go to 


Heaven at laſt, it ſhall not trou- 
ble me much, though I muſt for- 
go all that I have upon earth 
firſt. 

IO. He doth not put bis money 
xpon Uſury, v.5. And what is 


+ ſure def. UCury ? It 1s not only intereſt of 
aitie intereſſe a due quantity , as * Civilians 


uantHaris FA define itz buttheloanof a thing 


that 


"” 


brevity. 
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that may be * conſumed in the *De Vſr-ax; 

uſe thereof, 1pon a compadt for 

encreaſe z where note,that a man 

may commit it, wherher he lend 

ſo.to the rich orto the poor, the 

*Hebrew calls it biting, becauſe » 77, 4,.; 

On gnner actually,or OE 
otentially, ſee Deut. 23. 19., 

7 ho hall u0t lend npon Uſ1 os —_— 

fs thy Brother, UV It ury of money, 7J- afrer chriſt,” 


not any one of 


ſar of. vituals, O ury of 48%) .|| the Fa- . 


thing that s lent upon Uſary,which thers, and 
muſt be underſtood thus, and _ ey. 
which may be confumed in the aood foric: 
uſe thereof. Here obſerve how SecRo6.Bolten 
generally God ſpeaketh, not ex+ "WY _ 
cepting at all, him that isrich, 

but ſaying, to thy Brother. Now 

1s not the rich thy Brother as well 

as the poor. I did preach once 

16 Sermons againſt Uſury, asnear 

as I can remember , upon this 

Plalm,! but now I muſt be very 


brief, -becauſe I have promiſed 


Il, He 
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ar, Evideno?. 11./ He taketh no reward againſl. 
the inmocent, v. 5. He is an ene. 1: 
my to bribery, becauſe God ha. Þ* 
teth it, and becauſe it blind; Þs 
mens eies ; and therefore whe. 
ther he be a Judge or Juſtice, or 
Lawyer,or Miniſter, orCommiſſ- 
oner, or Arbitrator, and ender of 
differences; .he will rather bep 
from door to door, and from:man 
_ to man,than be a falſe and bribe} 
taking man. -. 5 1: 3 
12 Evidence, ' 12. He doth, that is,labours to 
do: all that is. required to'be done 
here, and elſe where, conſequen- 
tiallyz1 ſay all; : for we havea 
Rule in the . School, that an in- 
definite propoſition in'a neceſ[a- 
ry matter 15- equivalent to an u- 
niverſal, and-ſuch a propoſition 
is this, Ergo. i And beſides , by 
this All, thecloſe of this: Pſalm, 
and this laſt. mark doth ſweetly 
ſymphonize with the beginning 
of it, & with the firſt, for the firſt 
maketh 
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« fmaketh him ina manner; perfe&, 
2. (becauſe the word-for uprightneſs 
4; ſis 210N which _—— perfect, 
-. fnamely in the ſenſe foreſhewn. 
So that. a Citizen of Heaven is 


J truly. a- Catholick, a man com- 
of pleat in Chriſt, a general trea- 


der into all the yeſtigacs of God's 
8aints, like Zachary and, Elixa- 
beth; who walked-in all the.Com- 


the Lard blaweleſs, Luk. 1.16. 
and one that would not willing- 
. ly omit, or neglect any one:duty 
enjoyned by God, any one fer- 
. [vice to be performed to God, any 
. [good turn to be done for-God ; 
;- $0, not for a world, norlive in a- 
n [ny one known fin with allowance, 
y [becauſe he knoweth that..it he 
ſhould, he would never, be. able 
to holdup his head with joy,nor 
have any confidence at all, that 
Heaven he ſhall have after all, 
That makes him, to. be ſo. forall, 

even 


m IQ << v 


mendments and Ordinances of 


109 
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even all that isto be done, I add 
and conſequentially to do ir with 
his All. All the powers of my 
Soul, and all the members of my 
Body, and all the moments and 
minures of my- time (faith he) 
ſhall: g0 and be for God, for 

Chriſt, for Heavenz Heaven at 

laſt, and the Afſurance of it will 

pay for all; and then 1 ſhall wot 

©Pcal, 119.6: 58 "&ſhamed neither, whileſt I an 
re, when I ſhall have refpe# tv 

all the Lord's Commandments: 

For this is the confidence that | 

ſhall have, that Heaven hereafty 

I ſhall have 3 where drinking at 

the ciſtern of life, I ſhall rake my 

fill of the waters of life & foun- 

tains of pleaſures ſtreaming from 

art $' face; bleſſed for ever. 

ow my Brethren,ſhall I entreat 

and exhorr you after all this, to 
try your ſelves by theſe never- 
EIS z evendaily to 
be affured that you ſhall gy 

wit 
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with God; that holy hill above 
everlaſtingly. I believe it is a 
thing which ſome of you never 
did. For men think it to be e- 
nough if they try themſelves 
then, when (igns and marks arc 
delivered in ſome certain Ser- 
mons3 Nay , ſome will not try 
themſelves then, and therefore 
no wonder that ſuch as are aſſu- 
red of their ſalvation , are like 
*Turtles very rare 3 and ſhall 1 
not for that cauſe perſwade you 
as earneſtly as I may, totake this 
new courſe of trying your ſelves; 
ſo every day hereafter to gain 
the Aſſurance of the ſalvation of 
your Souls. O Souls, in the bow- 
els of Chriſt Jeſus, Ibeſecch you 
that you will be perſwaded, and 
no longer neglte& ſo great ſalva- 


tion, I ſhonld ſay, the gaining of 
the Aſſurance of ſo great ſalva- 
Bu 


© ſhall] pray to God foryou 
too? 


IIE 


* Rare avis 


in terris. 
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A Caſe of 
Conſcience. 


Anſwered, 
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too? By God's help I will, ſay- 
ing, the Lord bleſs theſe my 1a- 
boursto you, and bleſs gou. He 
grant that theſe very evidences 
may not only lie before ye jh 
this Book, but alſo to you inyour 
hearts. He minde you of them, 
becauſe elſe ſome daies you will 
negle& them 3 that ſo you may 
come to be aſſured daily, that 


you ſhall manſion with his hol 


ſelf, in that holy Hill it ſelf, 
which is ſo far beyond. all other 
Hills, and high Mountains in this 
world, moſt certainly, and ever- 
laſtingly. So be it. 

But, here I muſt reſolve a 
-_ caſe of conſcience. For 
ome will he ready to ſay; Sir; 
we have uſed ſuch means as theſe; 
and yet cannot gatin:this Afſſu- 
Tance; and therefore what ſhall 
we doin this caſe? 

I Anſwer, There isa two-fold 
Afurance,* : (4 Li 31 
a7 The 


hy 
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The Aſſurance of Evidence. 
The Aſſuranceof Adberence. 
6 I. The Aſſurance of Evidence 
« | when with bleſſed Stephexr, we 
n | ſee Heaven asit were open, and 
x | the Son of man in it, that is, when 
we ſee the ſplendor of his coun- 
| | tenance, when his countenance 1s 
y | /ifted up upon us , and 1n usz, 
e | when in us for the preſent 15 no- 
y thing but Heaven; when Heaven 
is poured out upon our ſouls ; 
4 | when our foulsarec enroabed with 
+ | the garment of ſalvation; when 
- | falvation crowns us, fills us,ſwal- 
lows us;when we can ſee nothing, 
talt nothing, feel nothing but 
Heaven, and mult ſay as ; 
This is none other but the houſe of 
God, aud this the gate of Heaven, 
Ger. 28. I7. 

2. Of Adherence. As when we 
can {ee no ſuch thing, when eve- 
| | ry thing goes againſt us, when 

God frowns, Chriſt wAErawerd, 
tne 
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the Spirit chides 3 when if we 
look up, we can behold nothing 
but wrath, even the wrath of a 
ſin-revenging God 3; if abourug, 
nothing but horrour;zif within us, 
nothing but deſpairzif under us, 
nothing but Hell, and yet can 
ſay as Job, though he ſlay me, yet 
. wif 7 truſt in him, Job 13. 15. 
Now, when the firſt Aſſurance 
cannot for the preſent by any 
means be had, we muft ſtick to 
the ſecond» we have a notable 
place for it, Iſa. 50. 10: Who i 
among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his ſer- 
vant, ( and ſo doth, what here 
hath been ſpoken as from the 
Lord, by his | nora) that walk- 
eth in darkneſs? let him truſt in the 
name of the Lord, and ſftay.upon 
his God. The Hebrew is yu? 
whence is \CD a ſtaff, to ſhew that 
44a man in darkneſs goeth by a 
ſtat, ſuſtaining himſelf by it, to 
keep 
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keep himſelf upz ſo ſuch a one 

mult reſt himſelfuporl Cod in this 

his dark and diſmal eſtate to be 

kept up. Sce Pſal. 23. 4. con- 

ccrning this ſtaff; and ler me ſay 

unto you yet farther, Jet ſuch a 

one cloath himſelf with patience, 

and neverthink himſelf the more 

*unſafe, let him centre himſelf * ror he may 
in Chriſt, let him wrap up him- vere lafe 
ſelf in his merits'; let him ſay, jects the 
here I will live, and here I will ſweerne of 
die; IfI periſh, I periſh, (as* Eft- 122; mY 


ber (aid once) it is all one, but it with ic,ith 
ſhall be upon this* ſtaff which I 7erſne. + 
will notlet go, bur keep to my *% 7: i 
grave whitherl go, As for the tels us. 
other of Evidence, ye will, or 
may, in that alſo before you de- 
part, and ceaſe to be retainers to 

the Sun,ſun your ſelves, and have 

your part. 

2. Now Incentives ; and 2. Incentives 
x. Let me deduce . ſome from 2 97: 
the evils that will follow, if you 

v2 will 
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will not follow thele direci- 
ONs. 

2. Others from the good that 
will come, if you will come to 
labour for this Aſſurance. 

I. As for the evils.Tox will live 

I. 1n continual doubts. 

2. in continual fears, and ſor- 
rows. 

I. Tou will live in continual 
doubts, and queſtion even every 
thing, as whether.ye did. not all 
that ever yedid in Hypocriſiez & 
whether your love betrue, your 
converſion true, your godlineſs 
true; and eſpecially you will 

* Nam fde1 Goubt of your Faith , whether 
non ef,nifi qui that be true ſaving Faith, yea,or 
ſue ſaluris ſe- ng becauſe ſo few have it, and 
CHrYTEFatid Th- 
nixw Diabolo becauſe ſo much temporary and 
& morti confi- hy pocritical Fatth is goingzwhere 
— give me leave to dwell a little 
docemur , © - While, becauſeT hear moſt doubt- 
Rom, 8.38. jnp Chriſtians call their Faith 
Calv. Int. l. . 
2c. 2./,16- MOltly in queſtion, And becauſe 
| thoſe 
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thoſe two kinds of Faith carry 
men ſo far as they do, and there- 
by raiſe fuch doubts, As FO 

1. The Temporary carry fnen 
ſo far as to make them hear the 
word, even with jay, Lake8.,13. 
Oh! me-thought, (aith the Tem» 
porary, I was evenraviſhed when 
[ heard ſuch a Sermon, 

2, [t maketh men to be not 
hearers only, but doers alſo of 
many things, both-in their Fami- 
lies and apart, even'to admirati- 
on, Mark 6. 20: | | 

St. Baſil knew ſuch a Tempo + gags rip. 
rary at Feruſalem,viho tor a time mihip. 515. 
lived ſo ſtrictly, as that he did e- 
ven admire him; tor he had faſt- 
ed ſooften as that he had brought 
himſelf to nothiag almoſt , but O 
1kin and bones, and counted the 
greateſt wealth as dung, and wa- 
tered his cheeks with rivers of 
tears, and walked as he thought 
with God day and night; 1n briet, 

I 3 lived 


» Famous Mr. 
Hooker. 


F Matt.13-22- 
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lived ſo ſolitarily , and retired+ 
ly, as if he had cared for no earth- 
ly creature; and.yet at- laſt fell 
not only oft, but alſo in love with 
a ſtrange woman, having torſa» 
ken his own wife, and I do not 
read inthe ſame Baſil of his reco- 
verieat all; and thisand thelike 
examples cannot but make any 
man who wants this Aſlurance.to 
tremble, and doubt. Sorhe hy+ 
pocritical, I mean the ſturdie Hy- 
pocrites faith, as Divines call it, 
Good Lord! how far it car- 
rieth ? 

1. It brings him to a great deal 
of ſorrow, being *thorny ground, 
and having his thorns in him, 
that is , pricking forrows, and 
troubles of mind 3 The Tempo- 
rary, faith he, is deceived ; for 
he came cafily by his faith 5 he 
was never much troubled betore 
it, or about it 3 he believed by 
and by , but minc coſt me dear 3 


and 
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as If 
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and the truth is, ſuch a Hvpo- 
crite commonly hath ſorrow e- 
nough for the quantitie of it, 
though not enough for the quality 
or uprightneſs, becauſe everie 
valley is not filled, according to 
Luke 3.5. though he himfelf,like 
a high Mountain, was thrown & 
caſt down by a ſoul-piercing Ser- 
mon ,, there being a hollow falſe 
heart left in him. 

2. It makes him even to trade 
with Chriſt, and that much too, , E 
like that * young man who alſo —_ 4 
was ſo forrowful, and had fo 1, 22. 
much talk with Chriſt about his 
ſalvation; and made as it he 
would do much by Chriſt's per- 
ſwaſton, thoughnot to the loſing 
hand upon any terms, but only ſo 
far , and to ſo much as will ſuit 
with his eſtate and occaſions. 

3. Nay, it will carry him out e- 
ven unto ſuffering 3 for ſaith he, 
the Temporarie cozenegh him- 

I 4 ſelf, 


120 ® 
* Mat. 13.21, 
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ſelf, for he is* offended & yields! 
and || Ezebolizs-like complies by 
and by, and 1s5gone 3 bntI ſcorn 
to do ſo ,, I will ſtand it out to 
the laſt, though I die for it. See 
1 Cor.13.3, how a man may give 
his bodie to be burnt , and yet 
want Charitiez and '1o- conſe- 
quently true ſaving faith , which 
works by love, Gal.5. 6. Beloved, 
thereisa Rule in Lopick. T hoſe 
dis}unct Propofitions, both parts 
whereofare'true, the whole muſt 
needs be true ; if either part be 
falſe, then the Propoſition muſt 
be falſe. Now here both parts. 
are true, I may give my bodie 
to be burnt, and yet want Cha- 
ritiez ſo a man may ſuffer, and 
yet want faith, Ergo. For there 
be many things 1n mans heart that 
he will rather die than yield, as 
Pride, Obſtinacte, ſelf-wildnels, 
ſturdinefs, and the like : This, 


this maketh men doubtſo; and 
doubt 
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doubt they will, rill by the uſe of 
means formerly preſcribed, they 
rain that Aſſurance which 1s here 
required : an\4 therefore get tt, 
0, by allmearS#get it, my dearty 
beloyed 3 for, how long will ye 
doubt ſo? 

2. You will live in continual 
fear and heavineſs ;z for you are 
whilſt you wanr this Allurance 
in darkneſs, and ſee no light, 7/2. 
50.10. the Hebrew is brightneſs, 
which 15 more than lighr, and 
ſeemeth ro allude to the bright- 
neſs of God's countenance, which 
a child of Gad walking in dark- 
neſs, and wanting this Affarance, 
cannot ſee, Now when a man 
walketh in darkneſs, you know 
what a ſad fearfnl man he is, be- 
cauſe he can ſec no light; every 
man that he meets he takes to be 
an enemie; everie voice ke hears 
he thinks to be the voice of Rob- 
bers 3 everic ſtep he makes, he 
fears 
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| fears will make himfall : fo, 


when men are not aflured of 
their ſalvation 5 and of God's fa- 
vour, how ſad and fearful are 
they 2? cveric Scfipture almoſt 
they meet with they take to be 
againſt them) everie ſtep of theirs 
to be a ſtep into hell 3 everie 
glimpſe of comfort to be a delu- 
fon of the Devil 3 and ſo the 

live tke ſorrowfulleſt , the dif. 
malle(t, the diſconſolateſt life 
that poor creatures can hve, liv- 
Ing in a continual fear of death, 
of Devils, and of hell fire, which 
burns for ever. It bath been my 


own caſe when I wanted this afſ-. 


{urance; I was afraid to be alone, 
and afraid of Satan ,, becauſe of 
his buffetings, and ſo will yoube, 
orarealreadie. O my brethren, 
the tongue of man is hardly able 
ro expreſs the ſorrow , the fear, 
the perplexity that a poor doubt- 


1g 
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ing Chriſtian is in whilſt he wants 
this Aſſurance , and cannot ſee 
the light of the Lord's counte- 
nance'z;' when he looks upon his 
Wife, (if he have any) his Chil- 
dren, his Goods, wherein others 
take a world of comfort, he (ſaith, 
what comfort can I take in them 
who cannot be aſlured at all, as 
others are, of the favour of God, 
which is better than ten wives, 
ten ſons,nay, 10thouſand worlds? 
when he looks upon his meat and 
drink , he ſaith, what good can 
all this good meat & ſweet drink 
do to me, who have no aſſurance 
at all that ever I ſhall fit down 
with Abraham, Tſaacand Jacob, 
and drink of that new & {ſweeteſt 
wine which they drink of in the 
Kingdomof God? When he looks 
upon his bodie, he ſaith; O, 
how will this bodie of minebe a- 
ble to dwell in that flaming fire? 
and how, O how will it be able 

| to 


124 
*T(a.33.14; 


mula Varula 


Blandula. 


ACluſter of ſweeteſt 

to indure thole. © everlaſting 
burnings? When he thinks up- 
on his ſoul, he faith, O my 
poor * trembling ſoul, whether 


*As thargreat wilt thou go , when thou goeſt 
Emperor Ani- 


hence? to Heaven or Hell'? | 
know not, Govd knows; or 
thus: * anxiviouily I have li- 
ved, doubtfully ſhall T die, not 
knowing whether I ſhall go ; as 
Ariſtotle (aid , that great Philo- 
lopher; or as David, that great 
King of 1/rael, 2 $ame.13.15. ſaid 
of Abſalom his Son once 3 fo ſaith 
heof his ſoul,with a little change; 
O my ſoul, would to God, I did 
know what would become of 
thee after me 3 but I know't not, 
and therefore' O ſad man that 
am, and O ſad ſoul that thou 
art, Oh! my ſoul, my ſoul s Oh! 
how ſhould this prick ye on there- 
forelike a Spur, to the getting of 
that here required, Aſſurance 
of the ſalvation of your ſouls. 

2, SOME 
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2. Some Incentives 1 ſhall Ae- 
duce from the. good that will come, 
if you will come to labour for this 
Aſſurance: as, | F 


1. Look as they that are ſure 
of their vocation and election,ſo 
they that are ſure of their ſalva- 
tionz by a neceſlary conſequence 
ſhall not be barren in Gs 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, in 2 Pet.1.8, know- 
ledge a man may have, though 
no allurance of his ſalvation he 
have. As good a Logician he ma 
be as ever was A»ſtir, who for it 


was called the Dialectickz ſpeak 


brew, Greek, Lartine, &c. nay, as 
many ,as Genusbrey Sultan, Soly- 
man's [nterpreter,15 Languages, 
or as Mithridates 22, as the 
French Academy hath it. An 
Oxford of learning, a walking 
Library, an occan of RIEILY 

ce; 


4 


2.8ort of In- 
CENMYCH 


* Aupuſtinus 
4 petitions vo- 
« cabatur dale» 
he may diverſe tongues, as He- #icus. 
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be; abilities he may have 'to 
wade into the Abyſs of the Ora- 
cles of God, and to interpret my« 
ſteries 3 a dexterity he may 
have with the piercing key of his 
moſt excellent knowledge , to-un- 
lock the golden cabinet of Go- 
ſpel ſecrets 5 parts he may have 
with the far ſecing ee of his large 
underſtanding, to penerrate the 
occult qualities of nature; able 
he may be to diſcover what is in 
the bowels of the earth, in the 
bottom of the ſeas, in the heights 
of mountains; nay, he may with 
the wings of his profound learn- 
ing even ſore up to that flaming 
hill above, where the ſtars are, 
yea , beyond the Caſtiopeia it 
ſelf, and be able ro diſcourſe of 
the altitude, magnitude,natures, 
influences of thoſe glorious lights 
which are in that ſpangled ſkie, 
even to admiration 3 but as bar- 
ren he will be for want of god- 

lineſs 
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lineſs and goodneſs, if he want 
the the Ailurance of his election, 
of ſalvation, as the mountain of 
Gilboa, 2 Sam.1.21. Contrarily, 
if he beſure of that, then,oh how 
fruitful will he be then in all 
manner of holineſs, and godly 
converſation? and how, oh how 
will that even fill his ſails, with 
life, with motion, with aCtion, 
and make him navigate even with 
expanſed fails, through ſeas of 
duties? For, what, oh ! what will 
not a man do for God , when 
once he is certain of the favour 
of God ? Oh! how he will pray, 
faſt, read, meditate, love, when 
once he is perſwaded of his love? 
and therefore who 1s there amon 

all chis people that fain woul 

grow in grace, and not be barren 
in knowledge ? let him labour 
for the aſſurance of his ſalvation, 
and he ſhall have his hearts de- 
fire. O my God, fulfil thou the 
deſire 
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deſire of that ſou}, I humbly.de: 
fire , and beſecch thee with my 

very ſoul. 
 * Tergul- in 2. You ſhall never fall, I Pet.1, 
1 may Carm. 10, nor look back , like Lot's 
rat in pſ, Wife, which for it was turned 1n- 
77.p. 830. toa Pillarot Salt; yetto beſeen, 
ſaith Tertulliaz ,, to feaſon-ſuch 
as fall. Now, you do nothing 
almoſt but fall; as being in dark- 
ineſs, 1/2. 50. 10, now into the 
ſin of pride, then of paſſion,then 
of luxurie; now ye are too Jjo- 
vial, then too fantaſtical, in your 
gates, cloathsz now too light, 
then too melancholick 3 now ye 
talk too much, then too little; 
new ye ſell too dear, then ye uſe 
falſe weight, or mix your wares 
bad with good., ſome of you : 
now yeare too {trange, then too 
familiar, too wanton, ſome of ye; 
now as high as Lucifer for pride, 
then as low as Demas for world- 
lineſs 3. for even in our time are 
| many 


th. 
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many Demaſes. The world is 
now as It was formerly 3 there 
was none then, but there hath 
been., or is ſome one now that, 
rallels him, and is, as it were, 
lis revived (elf. But let a man 
get the Aſſurance of his {alvati- 
on 3: .let. him ſun himſelf; in the 
light of God's countenance: - let 
him be crowned with the certain 
hope of gloric 3 let .him be re- 
freſh'd once with the over-flow- 
ing ſtreams of divine conſolati- 
ons : Let God's Spirit once {peak 
peace to hisſpirit,and hewill ſay; 
O, I would not be asTI haye been, 
nor do asT havedone, to, not for 
a thouſand worlds; I was proud, 
paſſionate, enyious,' laſcivious, 
covetous, as others. are , but I 
would not he fo again, :if one 
would give me all the wealth of 
England. Oh! how much ſwee+ 
ter is the aſſurance of my ſalva- 
tian, than.all. the pleaſyget of Ho 
1 or 
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for a ſeaſon; or thus, as Joſeph 
ſaid to his Miſtreſs,being enticed 
by her, Gen. 39» 9. My Maſter 
hath kept nothing from me, but 
thee, becauſe thou art his Wife, 
Hofo then can I do this great 
wickedneſs and fn againſt God? 
ſo ſaith he when heis enticed b 

fin; My Lord Jeſus Chriſt hat 


kept nothing from me but his || 


glory, which, he ſaith, he will 

ive to none other; He hath put 
fach joy in my heart, ſuch light 
into my mind, ſuch aſſurance ins 
to my ſoul;as that T'am even ra- 
viſhed with him in my ſoul; and 
therefore how can T commir this 
wickedneſs , and fin againſt my 
God ? Oh! I will not do it for 
the whole world. 

'3. Ton will thereby enter Hea- 
ver : this allo follows by a con- 
ſequence from the enſuring of 
our calling and ele&ion; for, he 
that-is ſure ofthe ene mult —_ 

-- e 
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be ſure of the other alſo, as TI 
ſhewed * formerly. Now, what * From Roms 
ſaith Peter ? Give diligence to * 29.3% » 
make your calling and eletion 
ſare, 2 ch. 1. 10, and then v. 11. 
For ſo an entranc} ſhall be mini- 
ſtred unto, abundantly into the e- 
verlafting Kingdom of our Lord 
and $aviour Feſws Chriſt, which 
. words may be underſtood, not 
only of an entrance to be mini- 
ſtred hereafter,but alſo miniſtred 
now, when we are made ſure of 
Heaven, as Kom.8. 15. when we 
are ſaved by hope, when namely 
8 JeſusChriſt is pleas'd toſhine up- 
| on us with the light of his coun- 
| tenance, beaming into our hearts; gueeft lue, 
when our hearts do leap for joy; 4«« irradiat 
when joy triumphs over forrow;z _— Med, 
when ſorrow 1s turned into fing- 
ingz when rivers of comfort are 
ſhed and ſhowred down from 
the Throne of Grace upon our 
ſouls; when vur fouls feed on 
K 2 Ane- 
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Ambroſian dainties, then are we 
entred into the Kingdom of our 
Lord and Savicur Jeſus Chriſt, 
which then is in us, as well as a- 
bove us, and conſiſts in Righte- 
ouſneſi and peace, and joy in the 
Holy-Ghoſft, Rem. 14. 17. and 
therefore if now as well as here- 
after you would liveas it were in 
Heaven, then get the Aſlurance 
of Heaven, then beg it, then ſeek 
after it, by the means ſhewn for 
it, and never beat reſt, tii] ye be 
ſo bleſt; for then, oh the extat1- 
call leaps of your rejoycing 
hearts! oh the Lacias of your 
gladded ſpirits! oh the gloryings 
of your rav ſhed ſouls ! which 
then you wiil be able to. tell of, 
ſaying; O what a Heaven did I 
feel in me, when my Beloved 
ſpake tome, and afſured me that 
my poor loul {hou!4 be faved 


undoubtedly! Oh, how ſweet. 


was that voice, that word, that 


laying 
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ſaying to my ſoul! O how was 
my ſoul then even h-avened in 
God, emboſomed in Chriſt, ex- 
tatized in the Spirit, and eleva- 
ted to the higheſt horizon of di- 
vine conſolation! To ſay no 
more,this entrance gotten by Aſs 
ſurance 15s the ſweeteſt, the delij- 
ciouſc(t, the pleaſanteſt thing rhat 
ever beatified and warmed the 
heart of man upon eart' ; for 2 
very Paradiſe it 1s, and a Heaven 
upon earth; wherein I now de- 
fire to leave you upon earth, and 
thereforeI do ſo preſs it,to make 
you preſs for it, that you may 
gainitz beleeching you by the 
merciesof God, that you will af- 
ter all this , ſadly and ſeriouſly 
confider all this, and remember 
the ſad condition wherein you 
formerly lived, living in doubts; 
and that if you love your ſouls, 
you will now even heaven your 
ſelves upon earth,enſouling your 
3 (elves 
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' ſelves in God ,. ſunning your 
ſelves in Chriſt, and emparadi- ' 
ſing your felves in that ever, and 
over-glorious Aflurance of fal- 
vation, whichT have ſo urged by 
believing, and thoſe other bleſs, 
ſed means which have been fore- 
ſhewn; ſhewing your ſelves to 
be not hearers only, but doers 
alſo, and ſuch doers as are ex- 
citated by the Word, ſuſcitated 
by the Spirit, animated with heat 
of zeal, elevated with height of _ 
hope, and even ready to ſoar up * 
upon the wings of confidence, 
and joy, beyond that flaming hill 
where the ſtars are, and to enter 
that holy hill above, where ful- 
neſs wal. 1s unutterable, tran- 
quility bleſſed, immortality im- 


mortal, felicity to be enjoyed 
thorow all eternity. 
To God alone be all praiſe, 
laud, and glery, © 


Fifteen Soul-ſolacing 


CONFERENCES 


| CHRIST, 


e- | Touching Sins and the World's 


wy Conqueſt by Faith : 
x- | Makinguſe of the joys of Heaven, and 
an of Chriſt's (weeteſt Promiſes, Love, 


Death, Offices, Interc.fon, and 


* | overcoming the World, he. 

N According to the High and Noble Art 
[1 of fighting the great —* of Faith, 

Cr I Tim. 6. 


F Fitted for all ſuch gracious Souls, as do 
F moſt heartily defire to (ee the death of their 
ftrong and mighty Corruptions, and a 
thorow Conquelt of chis vile and 
troubleſom World, 
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T he firft Conference : 


Tending to the right happy 


ſubduing of ſin, by tke Word of 
Promiſe, Mich. 7. 19, 


Believer. 
222d > Hy art thox caſt down 
6 O my ſoul * why art 

thou ſo diſquieted 
within me £ 

Soul. Diſquieted 
within me, lay ye? 
Nay, wonder that I am not even 
overwhelmed, | 

Believ., W hat is the matter ? 

Soul. Ah! lin, fin; which is as PC. 38. 3, 4.5. 
an heavie burrhen, even too hea - 
vie for me to bear , it makes me 
grieve all the day long. 

Believ. I do not blame thee, 


O my ſoul, that thou art troub- 
led 


Pſal; 42. 11: 


—_—_—— 
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HWY led,8& takeſt on for ſin. For*gedh 

* Pofſiden. 9 ſorrow worketh repentance to ſal- 

Vit. Aug. c. Vation, not to be repented of: but], 

27. a7ibeit thou grievelt too much, as if thou Þ je 

_ *4m-verſt without hope , whereaz 

thou ſerveſt a good and a graci-f;; 
ous Lord, who pittieth them that 

are his, as a * Father pittieth bil ( 

12, 13. children, and removes our tranſ-Þ gi 

greſſeons from ws, 4s far as then 

Eaſt is from the Weſt. " 

Soul, I grant that God is very p 

Pittiful, but I doubt whether he; 

will have mercy on me, becauſe, 

Prov. 28,13. It is written * who ſs confeſſethþ 

and forſaketh his fins ſhall have fl (: 

mercy: but I amas full of (in (till I 

as the ground is full of piles of p 

- graſs, the ſea-ſhore full of ſands, N | 
and the Ocean full of drops of 

water, ſo that I cannot ſay that il ( 

fin is forſaken, and thereforel || , 

t 

{ 
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can expect no mercy. 

Believ. No mercy ? what doeſt 
thou then make of David, whoſe 
| | words 
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words but now were cited ? dig 
henot commit both murther and 
adultery , and yet thou feeſt 
he doth not forſake his own mer. 
cy, though he was not ablequite 
to forſake his own finful lufts. 

Joul. W1ll you compare your 
ſelf with David, who though he 
did fall grievouſly , commiting 
murther and adultery, yet was 
not full of adulrery, for he re- 
pented of that ſin, and of mur- 
ther alſo, and after that ye do 
not read that he fell fo again : 
but 1, yeur poor ſoul am (as T 
ſaid but now ) full of fin; even 
ſometimes fall of envy, then of 

ride, then of luſts,a ne therefore 

pw needs be hopeleſs. 

Believ. Hopeleſs! I perceive 
O my Soul, that thou doeft ut- 
terly forget and bury in oblivion 
the ſacred words, ſweeteſt con« 
ſolation. 

Soxl. What conſolation ? 
Behiev. 
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Believ. That Jeſus Chriſt came 


' into the world to ſave ſinners, of 


whom Paul was chief, who yet 
obtained mercy. 

Soul, It ſhould ſeem you will 
compare your ſelf with Paul al- 
ſo, who though he was bad be- 
fore his converſion , yet was not 
ſo afterward, for he tells us, that 
he was even *crucified to the 
world, and the world crucified to 
him; but you are not fo dead 
to the world, for you take plea- 
ſare, even too much pleaſure and 
joy in the things of this world, 
and are ofr times mightily tranſ- 
ported with the world and the 
fa(hions of it, unto which ye do 
too much conform your ſelf, in 
your diet, apparel, /diſcourſe; 
yea, and ye cannot deny, bur ye 
are too eager in the purſuit of 
the profits and deceitful riches of 
this world, forgetting both what 
the firſt and be(t Chriſtians did 
before 
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before you, and what you ought 
to do after them, vilipending and 
deſpiſing all the worlds ſtately 
pomp, and fading glory, .and 
thereforel am ſo perplexed. 
Zeliev. 1 donot equal my ſelf 
with Paxl,but only comfort thee, 
0 my ſoul, with his examplezfor 
though I be not equally mortifh- 
&d to this vile world with him; 
yet .canſt not thou deny, but I 
do truly endeavour to be cruci- 
fed to. the world, and I would 
have thee know that Part was 
not an Angel neither, though-an 
eminent Saint, but a ſinner, both 
before and after his converſjon 3 
an impenitent finner,I mean firſt, 
and a repentant ſinner after; for 
therefore he ſaith in the fore- 
uoted place, Chriſt came to ſave 
f nan. whom T ant chief:mark, 
[ am, and not I have been, and 
again Row. 7. 15. that which IT al- 
low mot 1 do: mark, do, and not I 
| have 
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have done, and ver. 24.0 wretch. 
ed man that IT am, Note again, [ 
am, and not I have been, who ſbal 
deliver me from the body of this 
death? Mark, ſhall deliver me, 
and not hath delivered me, 
though that be a truth too, that 
he was in agreat meaſure morti- 
fied, and partly delivered alrea- 
dy ; and therefore be not dil- 
heartned, © my Soul, for though 
Pas! was tranſcendently more 
' crucified to the world than I,yet 
was he peſtred and troubled with 
a world of ſin, which hecalls the 
body of death, as wellasI; and 
his only hope and truſt was in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that he would deliver 
him at laſt, for ſo he ſaith, 7 
thenk God through Feſws Chriſt, 
as if he ſhould ſay, and would 
you know what I mean todo in 
this heavy caſe? thenI muſt tell 
you, that I will collocate and 
place my ſole and whole wn 
an 
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and affiance in the Lord Chriſt , 
who as he hath delivered me in 
part, fo doubtleſs will deliver 
me yet more and more, & there- 
fore as being certain of itthat he 
will do it, I thank God for it 
thorow Chriſt who will do it, as 
jf he had done it already, and 
this ſame courſe thou alſo muſt 
take, O my ſoul, and therefore 
bope thou in God, for I ſhall yet 
praiſe bim who is the health of my 
conrtenance and my God. 
$oxl. But why is not that world- 
lineſs, which TI obje@ed but now, 
as diſcovering it ſelf ſo, by eas 
rneſs after and delightfulneſs 
in the things of this world, with 
ts faſhions, at leaſt more ſubdu- 
ed yet (all this while) than it is? 
Believ. Doeſt thou wonder at 
that, O my ſoul? then conſider, 
I. What a multitude of enemies 
do continually aſſault me, I 


/ mean Satanical ſuggeſtions, the 


worlds 


144 


The firſt Conference. 
worldsenchanting provocations, 
and the fleſh-s own inſurrections 
moſt mighty and moſt frequent, 
which maketh me even wonder 
how a pour ſoul can overcome 
fuch a world in any meaſure: for 
who would not rather admire a 
little Ship, 1f fighting with many 
great & well mann'dF urkilh Gal 
leys, it ſhould efcape though' her 
maſt and all: the higher part of it 
ſhould be-beaten oft down to the 
water,and many men{lainin her, 
than enquire why it ſhould. be fo 


ſpoiled, debilitated and: weak- 


ned? which is juſt. thycaſe, O 
my ſoul; for: thou haſt fought 
with many great and peſtilent e» 
nemies, like a iittle Ship, and yet 


didſt ſo far eſcape, as that they 


could not totally nor finally pre- 
vail againſt thee, though it can- 
not be denied , 'but that they 
have waſted and ſpoiled , and 
hurt thee much, and: killed ma- 


ny 
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ny good motions, and therefore 
I fay,that evea this isa thing to 
» | be wondred at. | 

TY 2, Beſides, God hath his time 
© F| for every thing, a time for tryal 
and a time for help, and to ſubs. 
[ 


due the world in a greater mea» * Plal.42.ii; 


ſure, as he will, and therefore —_— x 
*wait thou upon God. Vin 


' 3. Again, it may be that the expe#s. 

© means were not ſo icduſtriouſly 
uſed, whereby the world may be 

' | ſubdued , even the viſion and 

application of Faith, and there- _ 

fore let us amend this fault, and. - 

then TI hope all will be well. : 

Soxl. You ſay well, and there- 
fore up and be doing. 

Chriſt. What manner of com-_ 
munications be theſe, which you * Luk: 24-19, 
have, being ſo *ſad? — 

Believ, Concerning fin which 
my foul is troubled for, and 
would be delivered from. 

Chrifs, Art thou , willing in- 
| L deed 


/ 
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aces; O'Ehriſtian $64), 'ro part 
Wieh' any ſinful pleaſure, rofit; 
honour, and with: life ir Gf for 
my ſake? '' - 

* Joh. 21,19, ** $0ul. *ThGhy Lord knoweſt all 
Sed tllitpy, / thn knoweft>that I de» 
«> Peſt ſet; and would nbt willingly 
*Pal, 418? | tive or lie/ttithe practice of any 

' *one knowiy (fn, 

* Luk w4h55 2:  Cþr5f. * O' fooliſh foul then, 
a1 m to believe alM-that rhe 
Prophets have ſpoken; diddeſl 
CH6 hever read what is written, 

*Mich,;7. 19, *Be wz1l have compaſſion aAporn us, 

20+ 15 5p2ll Fa buue our iniquities, and 
thou-wily caſt all their ſins in the 
"depth bf the ſea 2 Mark, he will 
not-only have compuſſion, par- 

: , , bhing iniquity; and paſſing by 

oe trbaſþrefion of the remnant 

_ | of his heritage, bor alſo ſubdue 

or _s 

original is Your” WmiqUities ,-' that is, he will 

wa» Ffubjugate akid bring under the 


 ſeljugebir vi yoke, 'as'it were; *all-your ſins, 
to 3b that; . Ike yoked oxen go 


cadiet. 
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ſhall be able torule them,though 
1n. themſelves they be never ſo 


unruly, and he will even offer 


and infer violence unto _-__ na- 
ture, ſo as that your ſinful luſts, 


deſires, and affections ſhall be e- 


vencaptivated inſuch a manner, 


as that they ſhall not be able to 
range and to rage fo freely as 
they did * and therefore truſt in_ 
God, O thou Chriſtian Soul, who 
is the health of thy countenance, 
and thy God, who can, and will 
help thee and deliver thee at laſt 
moſt: happily out of all thy mi- 
ery. i | 

Jouk. Bleſſed be thou, ſweet 
Jeſus, dear Saviour, who thus art 
pleaſed to: comfort me 3: and 
praiſed be thy holy name, inthe 
which I ſweetly repoſe my truſt, 
for Tknow thee what thou art, 
The Holy one of 7/rael, the 
mighty God,thePrince of peace, 
the God of comfort, even 1vr- 
L 3 manuel, 
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manuel, God with us, who b 
this ſweet and precious promiſe 
art faſt bound to perform in me, 
what thou haſt here promiſed un- 
to me,and therefore, Lord,do un- 
to. me as thou canſt, and then [ 
ſhall be able to forſake fin as I 
would, I humbly befeech thee; 
yea, Ido even aſſure my ſelf,that 

| as thou canſt, ſo thou wilt, be- 

| * Joh. 14.6. ' cauſe thou art the * truth it ſelf, 

* Nich. 7-19, and therefore I ſay, * thou Lord 

** wilt caſt allmy fins in the depth 

. of the Sea of thy mercy, and 
ſuffocate them in thy. precious 
blood, as the Egyprians . were 
drowned in the Red-ſca ; and 
wilt ſubdue them, as they were 
ſabdued, that they may not rule 
over me, as they did, wher I 
lived in Egypt, the houſe of bon- 
dage, in the ſtate of my unrege- 
neracy; I mean, O Lord, Lord, 
I believe that thou wilt perform 


thy truth to me, as well asto 
| IJÞ8 Jacob, 
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yon and thy mercy as to Abre- 
aw , Which thou haſt ſworn 

from the daies of old, as thou art 

' | God from everlaſting. 

| Chrift.T feethou wilt hold me 

to my word, like Jacob, and the 

| truth is, that being the truth, I 
cannot go from them, nor deny ,,,. 
them,and therefore*be it to thee * 
as thou wilt, 

Belizy, Amen, Lord Jeſus; 
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IWherein Faith makes uſe of the 
Promiſe of Heaven,and threat- 
wing of Hell againſt fix. 


15.28 


Eliev. Seeſt thou not, O my 
Brom wet ſnares, which Sa- 
ran that cunning fowler hath 
laid for thee, to illaqueate and 
to catch thee? | 

Soul. What ſnares ? 
Believ. Snares of covetouſneſs, 
L 3 in 
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in the goods of this world, ſnarey 


of voluptuouſneſs in eating, 


drinking, marrying'; ſnares. of 
pride, in praying, preaching, diſ- 
courſing,\Almſ-giving, ſnares in 
fleeping, ſnares in waking, and 
in every other thing. | : 

- Soxl. I ſee :them, T'ſee them, 
but: what-muſt- I do 'to:'eſcape 
them ? Ty 

Believ. Looking beyond :them 
with the cie of Faith upon the 
word of truthin general, and ap- 
plying the Word of Promiſe in 

—_— LEY | 

Soul. But that is vety'' large, 
and therefore how can 'Ifee it 
all, or appropriate ir, when] am 
ſuddenly affaulted. 

Believ. nor is it neceſlary that 
one do make uſe of all at once, 
and therefore at this time'chuſe 
but one threatning, and one pro- 


miſe; for.inſtance, Row. 8, 13. If 


gyelive after the fleſh yz ſhall die, 


but 


>. ac ac foo .we=— ww}. QoS w_ 
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bat if ge thenam. the ſpirit do mar: 
tfie the deed7:of the body, Je ſhaft 
live and then imaging 3 ſevera) 
habitations, a high, a low, a mig- 
dle,the high js the Houſe of Ca 
cated Heaven, the law. Hell, the 
middle,this world 3 the twq: 6x7 
treams Are quite £ontpary, oneg;F 
the othgr,but FRE middle 1s ſomgy 
ms io to. both; for in 1t.is 
light and darkneſs, hearand cqld 
pengls and air pe [gneſ? KA 
adnels, hatred and Jave, $0901 
=_ bad. juſt and unjuſt, Lor 
and. ſervants, rule and ſubjedn- 
on; death and life, whereof one 
part doth.emblematize, Heaven, 
the ather Hell; for inthis world 
there is.a mixture of :gaqd and 
bad, bur in, Heavea; are nong 
bad, but all good,, ,an, Hell noge 
good but all bad 3.and.. of the 


men of the, world (ome, are ele- + » 


vated and lifted;up.on, high into 
Heaven, others; are drawn, and 
L 4 * thrown 
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thrown down into Hell, for like 


andlikeare to be joined, good 
with good, bad with' bad, juſt 
men with juſt Angels, and tranſ- 

reſling men with Angels tranſ. 
greſling 3 the ſervants of God 
with oa: the ſervants of Sa- 
tan with Satan : Think on this 
O my ſaul, when thou ſeeſt Sa- 
tans ſnares before thee, and be- 
lieve yerily, that as living in the 
world thou ſeeſt the image and 
fimilicude both of Heaven and 
Hell before thee, even light and 
darkneſs, life and death; ſo they 
which live after the fleſh, fulfil- 
ling the luſts and doing the works 
of the fleſh ſhall never inherit 
the Kingdom of God , and that 
they which mortify and over- 
come them fhall certainly be em- 
paradiſed, & tranſlated into that 
higheft habitation and * houſe e- 
ternal jin the Heavens, where 
there is light without darkneſs, 


health 


| — 


—_— —— 0a £:--< ao Ms 
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health without ſickneſs, gladneſs 
without ſadneſs, love without 
hatred, good and juſt inhabitants 
only, and none bad, ſatiety and 
fulneſs evenof joy and pleaſures 
without famine , and life with- 
out death, even life for ever- 
morez Doeſt thou beltevethis,O 
my ſoul ? | 

Soxl. I do believeit. 

Believ. Then conſider whether 
thou oughteſt not to avoid all 
the foreſatd ſnares z mortifying 


the fleſh, with all the luſts and' 


affeftions therefore , that thou 
maieſt live and not die for ever. 

Soul, $0 TI will by Gods help. 

But you (aid that I muſt apply 
alſo the' word of promiſe in ſpe- 
ciak, what do ye mean by that? 

' Believ. Thou muſt aſſure thy 
ſelf, that thou in particular ſhalt 
live forever, and be Angelized 
in caſe thou ſubdue and morti- 


fie thy corrupt nature, and reſift 


Satans 


, 
—_ 
4 | 
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Satans tyranny 3 look up there-fi 
fore, O my Soul, and poſſeſsthyþ 
ſelf, as it were of Heaven by 
faith, and thou ſhalt cafily oyer, 
come the earth. 

Soxl, TI do now underſtand &r. 
you ; & thereforeT lift up my (elf kn 
2s well as I amable, and bchol-Jji 
ding, as it were, the place ordai- f 
ned and prepared for me ; I ſa- 
lute it as the Patriarchs ſaluted 
* the promiſes, when 'by faith yi 

A they ſaw. them, ſaying 3 O Fera- fp 

'Hebret1-13« Llems, Jeruſalem, whoſe® ſtreets Ni 
areof gold, and gates of pearls, Jin 

*Revel.21.21 how- pleaſant and how beautiful IG 

art thou ? Glorious things are Ig 

fpoken of thee, O thou City of fp 

God, :; for in thee there is nothing f 

but light, and joy, and bliſs,an 

bleſſedneſs, and ſweetneſs, and 
comfort, and peace, and life, 
even life vital , life beatifical, 
life immortal, life eternal without 
ſpot,without dolor,withoutAnx- 


ity 
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re: fey, without carruption:, change 

hy þr perturbation, Q ſweer,Qquiet, 

by Þ ble ded life 1: lite of lives! O 

I Bife angelical,!, Omtheealſa, O 

ew & Heavenly-Jeruſalenmthere 

$:no. adverlary to oppele; no 

it Rlo,to Intice;; ng fear, bus layemno 

l-INight buc only; day 3 nvu-Sun þut 

h fiaſtead of it the $on of God him+ 

- Belf, the Son af righteouſneſs,bleſ- 

d Bed forever. And therefore fare» 

b Byelall.carchly Pleaſures, Profits, 

* Honours. For.they be but as.dung 

$ Jand dirt, and ſhadqws,and dreams 
 fincompariſan of that * igduring 

| jp ogg" wm_ weight 

: Jof glory, and: thoſe lurpaſhng »ya- 19.45: 
| LS which are af tha right * 2Corinth. 
| God of God far evermore. Plall 7s, a 
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the former, gue. 


| 2-cvbg I perceive that now 
| thou art quitechang'd,O my 
Soul; 


* *. Quontam 
tranſibit bore 
Mes os ſequetur 
rentatio. 


de init. Chri- 
Mi. 1. 5.c: 9. 


Tho. a Kempic © 
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Soul ; For whereas in formic 
times thou haſt been much diſhgt 
quieted, now thou art very calm 
and quiet, or rather ſecure. ' 

Soul. So I am. 

Believ. How comes this to paſg 

'$0x1. I have felt ſo much com- 
fort lately, as that 'upon it I'did 
even joy too much, and prom 
ſed my felf too much peace andÞol 
Perng,te whe which cauſed me to 4 
ſeek out for humane Conſolati:Nx 
ons, and Contentments, at laſt; ly 
as being too inordinately diſi-£ 
rous to live comfortably fbill, 
whereas I ſhould rather have fit-fl x 
ted my ſelf for new * tempta- 
tions 53''this, as now I ſee, is the |! 
cauſe-of my ſecurity. | 
Believ. So it is, and therefore |: 
rowze-up'thy felt, O my Soul, 
and look about thee. For nei- 
ther Satan is aſleep, northe fleſh 
quite dead ; but both are com- 
jog on with renewed ſtrength,and 
2-4 there- 


Magherefore we muſt reſiſt them'by 
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img 50x]. How by faith ? - 


Believ. In this caſe of ſecuri- 
I ſce no fitter weapon to be 


ſy ſed by faith, thanthe fight and 
m-Fſerious conſideration helliſh* 


torments, compared with Hea» 
renly joyes, that ſo being afraid 
of ths one, and inflamed with a 
delire of the other, thou mayeſt 
refilt Satan, and avoid fin, unto 
which now thou art more prone 
than thou haſt been in times paſt; 
for ſecurity brings Licenciouſ- 
neſs, and much 1mbecility. 

Soul, I like this well, and 
therefore make choice of one 
apt Subjet or other whereon I 
may now muſe and medirate. 

Believ, Me thinks that fearful 
—_ in Metth. 24.51. againſt 

ypocrites, whoſe portion ſhall 
be weeping and gaaſhing of teeth, 
will in this thy caſe be very ſca- 
ſonable. | $onl. 


Trip. habit. 
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Sol; So it. will be , for'ong 
may-well ſuſpect himſelf to' be 
but an Hypocrite when he is (off 
ſecure 5 as Iamnow, being apt 
to yeild to any temptation. 

Belizv.. Mark: then \ O'-my 
' Soul, the rtwo' Principal puniſh- 
ments of Hell here : in extin- 
guible heat , and intollerable 
cold, -for of * heat comes " 
ing , of cold gnuſhing of teeth, 
whence reſult inmmunierous ſorts 
of puniſhments tobe endured in 
that fiery lake, even intollerable 
thirſt, 'the puniſhment of hunger, 
the puniſhment of horror, ' the 
puniſhmetit of fear, the .puniſh- 
ment of anguiſh's add dolor with- 
out 'retnedies, bonds without any 
ſolution,vengedtice without end; 
all which grievous Puniſhients 
do accompany the two foreſaid 
Priaciples, with whom compare, 
O my Soul, the joyes of Heaven, 
and - 'whatloever. accompamies 
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4 them,* conſidering how in that 
be bliſsful place there is f@rgſuch 


weeping, and gnaſhing of t&eth, 
but fulneſs of. light and peace , 
and charity, and joy, and glory, 
and ſweetneſs, and melody; and 


169 , 
I, 


* Perexaatbeatitude, and of eve-* Ubi .nvls 


ry incffable good thing, which moleſtia inqui- 


etat ſed peren- 
nis latitia 


neither can be uttered, nor ever 


entered into the heart of man, 74gnat. Leo 


1 Cor. 2. 9, whereas Hell is all 


ſuch bleſſedneſs. Again -confſi- 
der how there are none but holy 
and juſt Citizens both men and 
Angels, whoſe King is God all 
powerful;whereas in Hell the C1- 
tizens are evil men and Angels, 
whoſe Prince is the chief of De- 


'vils : Moreover, in Heaven the 


juſt are ſatiated and filled with 
the viſion of Saints and Angels, 


and * ſtreets of Gold, and gates * M21: 27, 


of Pearls and Diadems of glory, 
and light unapproachable, _ of 
TET e- 


£ 


2: 


3. 


de Conf. wit. 


Virt. ſe. 
full of whatſoever is contrary to —_ " 


2: 
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ehoveh's face it ſelf above all, 

lefſed- forever ; whereas in Hell 
the damned are and ſhall be cru- 
ciated with the fight of damned 
men, and Spirits, and of the De- 
vil Inmſelf the Prince of Hell, 
Yea, conſider, how there is no- 
thing that may be deſired but 
will befound there: whereas in 
Hell there is not to be found ſo 
much as a drop of water to cool 
ones tongue in that mercileſs 
flame, Lxke 16. 24. Ina word, 
there is nothing to be found in 
Heaven, but what may oble& 
and pleaſe z whereas in that in- 
fernal pit, there is nothing elſe 
but whatſoever may vex, grieve, 
diſpleaſe, terrific, offend, ſting, 
tear, diſquict, moleſt, affli,and 
that for ever and ever, for their 
worm dicth not, and their fire 
ſhall not be quenched, Mark 9. 
where the ſame puniſhment is 


twice mentioned by Chrilt him- 
{e}f, 
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ſelf, v. 44. 46. becauſe men had 
need be put in mind of it much 
and often : and therefore think 
on both theſe contrary habitati- 
ons ſeriouſly, O my ſoul, and 
compare them exadly, and ſee 
what cauſe thou haſt to avoid fin 
and Satan, that thou mayeſt not 
be caſt into that fearful lake, but 
rather tranſported in the arms of 
Angels into Abrahams boſlome, 
where there .is only reſt' and no 
labour, caſe and no trouble,tran- 
quility and no hoſtility, comfort 
and no diſcomfort , triumphin 
and no fighting , rejoycing an 
no crying, : for the former things 
will be all paſſed away, Revel, 
21, &e ) 
Soul. O the good which-you 
have done unto me, carrying me 


both into Hell and Heaven with 


ſuch ſeaſonable conſiderations , 
that I might ſee, as it were, both 


places 3 for now I doeven nau- 
—_=— M ſcat 


;T7T 
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ſeat and loath the worlds moſt 
delicious pleaſures, and richeſt 
treaſures, and ſtatelieſt-pomp , 
nor dol fear much the molt {ting- 
ingſt croſſes and troubles, that 
may befall me in this world ; 1 
ſee Hell is'more grievous than a- 
ny torment, yea,all torments, if 
they were all put together and 
that the profits and; pleaſures of 
this world;though never fo great 
and deleqtable, cannot do me 
ſomuch'good, and: bring me'f(0 
much content, and: ſatisfaction, 
as the puniſhments of Hell,which 
one ſhall incur, -if he yield to fin 
and Satan-will do hurt; and pro- 
duce diſcontent , + anFuiſh , tor- 
ment, and vexation for ever and 
ever to endure, I ſee likewiſe 
that there is more' paſſing joy, 
pleaſure, delight, comfort, and 
glory to be found in Heayen, 
than in any fools Paradiſe upon 
earth, I mean in any ——— 
oVe 


. of triumphers and fingers, ſingin 


T hope that in Cods good time iphears? HaT | 
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love of women, fine cloaths,mens 
applauſe, abundance of wealth, 
flowing in with the confluence of 
all oiechly happineſs 3. for there 
I fee are pleaſutes without dil- 
em. dignity without fear, 

onour without envy,riches with- 
out lofs ,- abundance without a- 
ny defets, profperiry without 
adverſity , and eternity without . 
vanity; - yea, there is nothing but * Thoſe ther * 
perfect love, _ joy, perfet ME. 
peace,” perfect reſt : whereas her  turgabou 
is all imperfe@, in a word, there adl the few 


is no other voice to be heard but it's _ 


have 
the .ſweet ſongs of Sion, and wig x 
harpets having the harps of Gad, ww lag 
Rev.15.2.And/O that [ rifight-be globe feare 
ſo happy as to hear ſome of thoſe 5 
ſweet ſongs that are ſung to the be perſwaded - 
honour of the, bleſſed trinity by our perieRt 


"gw j Teſt 
thoſe heavenly Quiriſters. . Well, thoſe movdng 


I ſhall not only hear them, being * _ 5 064 
a taken | 


M 2 k 
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4 taken up among them, upon the 


* Quapropter 
Fecedat amor 


deſolution of this my tabernacle 
the body, but alſo ſhall ſing with 
them the ſweet ſongs of Zion to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, my dear 
love, and '{weet Saviour, who 
was {lain for me, and redeemed 
me; with his blood, Rev.5. 9. 
T herefore farewelall the*world, 


'Freſenti« ſecu- farewel pleaſures, I am for him 


Hi, in que nul- 
tus ita naſci- 


who hath provided for me; more 


& 2x7 at nes mo- delicious and - laſting pleaſures, 
$ 7a, & fe even for evermore, Pſal, 16. 11. 


Evi (aculi, in 
90" /ie, orines 


farewel profits that may, be fin- 
ful, Iam for him who hath pro- 


egy rnginl Mmifed me in Heaven a better and 
Sir feet An induring ſubſtance, Heb. 10. 
Leo de... 44. farewel all vainand glittering 


_ Virg.” mihi, 
to. uns. © _ 


&.zlory.of this world, for I am for 
' Another world, where there is 
ordained for me a far; more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. and, where 
- -theglorious body of my dear love 
-: Chriſt ſhine s with unconceivable 

rg ſplen- 


4a co Amen MS a: - © a 0 


The fourth Conferenc. 
fplendor above the brightneſs of 4 


the Sun for ever andever. 


The fourth Conference. 


Wherein faith maketh, uſe of iths 

Word of Promiſe, toxchingthe.” 
enjojing of God, and, of the | 
ſacred;words extenuatian,!. 


of all wordly things, 


T)#liev. Why doeſt/thou trous 
ble thy ſelf ſo! about . the 
things of this lifke-, © my Soyl? 
knoweſt thou not thatall is V.ani- 
ty 2 Pleaſures Vanity 2/ Riches 
Vanity? Honours Vanity'? t 
Soul. You do well, that you 
mind meof.it., For I am apt;to 
forget it 5 but what if this con- 
ſideration do not, -nor can take 
me off. from the love of -thoſe 
vain tings, what ,ſhall I do 

then ? 
Believ. Then elevate thy ſelf 
M 3 by 


Pd 


The fourth Conference, 


ff by faith, from vifibles and flie 
hence like an Eagle, and ceaſe 
not to mount us higher and high- 
er (till, till thou come to the 1n- 
viſible God, who only can, muſt 
and will ſatiate thine(elſe) un- 
ſatisfiable deſire, and'enſoul thy 
ſelf; as it were, in God, who is 
only good; and in whom are all 
goods 3 O my Soul; excite thy 
ſelf and lift upall thy underſtans» 
ding , and'conlider as. much as 
thou artable, what, & how great 
that good 'is, which is God: as 
for inſtance; all good things are 
deleqable;- conſider intenſively, 
how pleaſant that good myſt 
needs be, which comprizeth the 
jucundity |, 'and pleafantneſs of 
all things.. Again, if that life; 
which is created , is:ſo good, 
how good isthen thelife creating? 
if Salvation wrought” be ſweet; 
how ſweet and delicious is Sal- 
vation it ſelf ,- which _— 
a 


mm > © 
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all Salvation ? if wiſdome be a- 
miable, when we do but think 
on things created ,, how amiable 
is that wiſdom which produced 
all things of - nothing ? Laſtly if 
many and great delights be in 
things deteQable, and pleaſant, 
what, and how much delecation 
muſt needs be in him,. who made 
all things fo, delightful 2 And 
therefore why doelt thou range 
ſo here,and there,O-my Soul, to 
find out'what may do thee good, 
among things created, which can- 
not ſatisfie thee? poſleſsthy ſelf 


of God, in whom 1s every good - 


thing, and Jet im fill thee, de- 
fire that which is only good, and 
then thou ſhait have enough; and 
delire no more;for in that good, 
whichts God, thou ſhalt find far 
greater joy,greater delight, grea- 
ter profit, greater glory , than 
all th: world can poſlibly- yeild 
thee, 

M 4 Soul, 
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| Sol. T do not only believe it, 
that I ſhal! findit ſo ; but I d6 
partly find it already, and there- 
fore, O my ſweet and gracious 
God, who art only good, turn 
thou all finful joy. and carnal 
pleaſure into gall and betterneſs 
1n me , that nothing may be ſo 
{weet, dear; pleaſant, and amia- 
bleunto me, as my Lord and my 
God, who axt ſweetneſs,pleaſant- 
neſs, and amiableneſs it [elf, and 
be thou my joy ; who haſt alſo 
promiſed to be my reward, I 
hambly pray thee. 


The fifth Conference. 


Whevein Chrift's aid is implored 
againſt Satans temptations, 
in a time of deſertion. 


| Fern I perceive,O my Sou], 
that thou canſt not be long 
quiet; forthou beginneſt to beas 
turbulent as ever thou haſt been: 
Soul . 


The fifth Conference. 


Soul. So 1 am, and I cannot 
be otherwiſe diſpoſed now. 
& | 'Believ. Why lo ? 
us | Soxl. Becauſe, he that ſhould 
nj comfort and ſuſtain me is far 
al | from me, and the tempter, whom 
| 1with farther off, is nigh me, 8& 
o f| raiſes ſuch ſtorms againſt me, as - 
- {| that T know not what to do, that 
7 | he may not fink me. (For [ am” Fmnquem 
- | like that little ſhip, 2ſatth. 3.24. quem tam re, 
1 | covered witch the impetuous figiſm&# 
} 
| 


- 


: devotum, qui 
waves of his tempeſtuous , and \,, bet: 


grievious temptations beating interdum gra- 


. tie ſubtrafiqe 
upon me, without any ceſſation, 7 17. 


or, intermiſſion, Kempis 
Believ. Let not, this diſmay - imit. Chy., 

thee , O my Soul, forthus Chriſt 2 

is wont to trie his beſt * beloved, Vnde fi ils 

Soldiers, withdrawing himſelf 1,5 3.00 

from them, for a ſea{on,that they & care Deo 


placentes menn 
may both ſee what need they {| *ene mn 


have of him, and what they are fciew. 


without him;even* barren, dead, — = as 


and dull.unable to do any thing, rog. 8. 
and 


- Gregor. M- 
W.r.l. 5.c.4. 


* Bern. Scrm. 
$4. 


* Mark. 8.38. 
* In mari tur- 
bulents verſa- 
mur,(yc, Aug. 
Solilog.c.gs. 


The fifth Conference. 
and that they may likewiſe ſeek 
him the more thirſtiagly , who [; 
ſeeks them even by ſuch deſerti-| 
ons moſt lovingly; and therefore, |, 
wreſtle thau, with ' him , O my 
Soul, this being not a * fign of 
reprobation but only of probati- 
on; thy beloved hath ſufferd 
thee a great while, ſuffer thou 
alſo, and ſuſtain thy beloved, 
and withall ſeek him, 

Soul. O ſwect love,dear Savi- 
our, where art thou that thou ab- pe 
ſenteſt thy ſelf fo long-from me? |; 
when wilt thou return agaig un- ||, 
tome?O my Lord, and my God, |, 
* careſt, thou not that [ periſh? Þx 
Lo, Satan that grand adverſary. 1 
of mine ſeeketh to fink mein a 
* ſea of miſery, O ſave me for 
thy names ſake. 

Chriſt. Why art thou ſo fear- | 
ful, O thou Chriſtian Soul, ha- 
ving but little faith, Mat. 8. 26. 
Believe anly that I can, and will 
| ſave 


\ 


The fifth Conference. e3n 
*K Ive thee, and all will be well 
0 ith thee, for althings are poſſu» 
2 le unto him that believetb, Mar, 
» ts. 23. 
Yf| 80xl. I believe Lord,help thon 
f Jnine unbelicf. 
"| Chriſt. Then be ſafe, and let 
1 J5aran ceaſe to make a noife and 
1 Jraiſe tempeſts, that this poor ſoul 
» tolled with tempeſts may be cal- 
ned, and ſweetly comforted. 

Soxl. Oh the caſe! and oh the 
peaceand joy that I feel and fiud 
in thee and by thee, ſweet Savi- 
our ! ok what a mighty. Chriſt is / 
this my Chriſt,. that even Satan 
that ſtrong man himſelf muſt and 
doth obey him ! 


The fxxth Conference : 


Wherein uſt is made of Chrift's 
incarnation by faith againſt ſin. 


Ty)Elev. how doſt thou now, O 
my Soul? 


* Na, $4. 11; 


Soul. 


* Heb: 12.1. 
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Soul. I ſhould do well enough i 
were it not for fin that abomi- 
nable thing. 

Believ. We may not expe@tanhſ(y 
abfolute perfeQion here, (in will 
ever*cleave even to God's dear- 
eſt children, as long' as they live, I 
and therefore let not that dif 
may thee, 

Soul. If one did not give. way } 
to it, it would not trouble mefo, 
but now I cannot but be' trou- Ip 
bled, and much perplexed, being th 
conſcious of too much yielding+ Et 
neſs and complying; c 

Believ. T hough,this be an hea« fg 
vy caſe, yet pray and truſt:-1n F] 
God, O ny ſoul, who will. not 
therefore withdraw his mercies 
from tliee, nor forſake thee, but 
rather afliſt thee for after times, 
ſo that (in which is ſuch a grie- 
vous burden unto thee, ſhall be 
diminiſhed & demoliſhed inthee 
more and more, that it may not 

reign 


The ſixth Conference. 


'ghbelgn--- over thee, Kom, 6, 14. 


wt 


Soxl. I fear that I have even ' 
{ wearied God with fin that he 
fill not hear me, though I ſhould 
nake never ſo many prayers, be- 
cauſe IT am ſo full of (in, for ſo it 
s written, 7/#.1. 15. When you 
nahe many prayers, yet I'le not 


hear you, jour hands are full of 


blood. 

Believ. What a ſtrange com- 
plaint is this that I hear! whereis 
thy faith, O my Chriſtian ſoul , 
that thou makel(t ſucha fearful 
concluſion ? ' Gud ſpeaks there a- 
gainſt irrepentant ſinners, who 
lay nothing ro heart, and revolt 
more and more, v. 3.5. but thou 
on the contrary art not only ſen- 
fible of fin, and the Gongen of it, 
but alſo ſtriveſt againſt it more 


and more, and therefore that 
place concerns not thee; ſo as 
that thou mayeſt boldly come to 
the Throne of grace in the _ 
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® 57 forte ex 
humana infir- 
mitate labi- 


mur non ideo 


Jterum recur- 


cum, doc. Bern. 
in Scala pa- 
rad. c. 12. 


23, 84, 25 
26. 


deſperemus,ſed 


ramus ad cle- 
mentem medi- 


thanT, who am like a dog retur- 


The fixth Conference. 
of need, * notwithſtanding' thig ni 
thy ſad condition, Heb. 4. 16. | re 

Soul. Do you ſay fo? the 11 
Ple adventure it' again, and ſay fit 
with the good * woman of C any c 
an, have mercy on me , OELordy a 
thou Son of Devid,for I amygrief 1 
voully vexed with the Devil.” | d 

Cbrift. I ami not fent to beaf f 
Saviour, but to thole that. obey] t 
me, who alfo may only expety t 
ſalvation, Heb. 5. 9. but thou hall ] 
been diſobedient and rebellious 
againſt nie, '- if 

Soxl. Yet Lord help me. 

Chrift. It is not meet to take 
the' childrens bread, and to caſt it 
#0 dogs. 

Soul. Truth Lord, yet the dogs 
ear of the erumbs which fall from 
their maſters table, therefore if I 
may not obtain fo much mercy'} 
and grace as others, who have 
been more obedient and dutiful 


ning 


The fsxth Conference. 


ping to his vomit, in that I have 


recommitted fo many ſins, which 


d ſhould have omitted, yetlet me 


find but ſome crumbs of mercy, 
crumbs are fot denyed to dogs 
and that I may not be ſuch a dog, 
returning to my former difobe- 
dience, help me,1 pray thee, and 
fave me from fin, for therefore 
thou cameſt into the world, that 
thou mayeſt ſave ſinners,of whom 
I a poor ſinful ſoul am chief. 
Chrift. O dear Soul, great 1s 


] thy Faith, beit unto thee even as 


thou wilt, 

Soxl. Oh the comfort! and oh 
the quietneſs, and tranquility, 
which I find in thee and by thee, 
ſweet Saviour! for now I am per- 
ſwaded, that neither Satan nor 
ſin (hall prevail againſt me, to 


"ſeparate me from 'my dear love 


Chriſt, who ſaves me from evils 
paſt,fuſcitatesand raiſes me from 
the preſent, and fortifieth me a- 

gaigſt 


' bg 
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gainſt thoſe which are to come; 
O Lord Jeſus, if thou didſt not 
thus preſerve me, there is no fin 
in the world which I might not. 
commit againſt theez for TI know 
that there is no evil perpetrated 
and done by any man, which may 
not alſobe acted by another man, 
if the Creator be wanting who 
made man. | 

But now thou :haft done that 
for me, which hath kept me that 
I might not do what I would have 
done againſt thee; and that 1 
might abſtain, thou dideſt prohi- 
bit me 3 and that I might believe, 
thou didſt infuſe grace into me 3 
unto thee therefore be all honour 
and glory. 


OE TR_T — HR  Y 


The ſeventh Conference : 


Wherein the troubled believing 
Soul maketh uſe of Chriſt's 
death, to work the death of 
fin, and promiſes to be :: 
X wore thankefull. 


Eliev. How is | it with thee 
now, O my ſoul ? Fy 

Soxl. Not very well. 

Believ. Not well? . 

Soul. No. 

Believ. Why ſo? 

Soxl. I am not fo well com- 
forted as I have been in times 
paſt, and 'fin begins to gather 
ſtrength ,; and I am not able to 
maſter-it,as I do deſire. 

Believ. It may be thou haſt 
drawn this miſery upon thy ſelf 
by not being *chankful enough , A 
for mercies & comforts formerly yi, 4, 7, 


diſtilled upon _=_ or by ſome Cbr:1.2.ccza, | 


lecret 


\ 


' Dejss mens, 2 


Man, Co IA, 
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ſecret pride, which it it be ſo, 
the.cauſe. amt be. firſt removed, 
then Faith muſt be rightly uſed, 
andall-wilbe well... . 
Sowk Y au have ſpoken as right 
as may.belam ſuch an unthank- 
ful creataure,and fa high ſpirited 
by nature; and therefore it is juſt 
with God to bereave me both of 
Tovinforts and: ſtrength.” to reſiſt 
the common Adverſary, whogg- 
eth, and goeth cgonvigually; feck- 
ing whom he may' deybur, :'x Pex, 
5. 8, and whom by: no:other 
means I ſhall be able db.refiſt, but 
only by: Faith 5 and therefore I 
promife both' to- be chore /grate- 
ful; for che future by 'God's help, 
ond alſo wore humble and lowly 
denying myifelfin allehings,and 


| * 5/eat ib; Afotibing: all honout and 'glory 


0 ipſa anima gnito 'him;of whom are'all things, 
& tranſeat ſe 
| n cogit andy 


yea,*paſiing by'my ſelf, ſoin my 


\ſed de 16, thoughts as that I may net think 
vf:my felt: but of: God, -who-is 
y my 


- 


OOLULETT 
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my only hope and confidence 3 
and that I may overcome for the 
future both ſin and Satan, who 
is the Author of fin; le, by the 
grace of God, ſet faith awork, & 


ig 


eye eſpecially the bitter*death & * Nullun 1am 


paſhon of my dear Saviour , who 
foved me and gave him wg for 
me, that he might mundif 


potens eft tam 


efficax contra 


ardorem lihi« |, 
y me, dinis medica« 
” © © mentum., quam 
& redeem me from *all iniquity, mer; rc 


perſwading my ſelf , that I ſhall #oris mei. Id, | 


be delivered in his own good time 
even from theſe ſinful luſts and 
paſſions, which now do ſo moleſt 
me; yea, IT lealfſo call upon him 
even now forthwith, deſiring his 
heavenly highneſs, that hewill by 
the'power of his death work the 
death of my fins, and free me 
from Satans power and ty- 
ranny.' 

Believ. Well faid, this is the 
courſe thou mult take, O my 
ſoul, and therefore call thou up- 


on the Lord in this time of need, 
| N 2 for 


cap. 23. 


* Tit, 2. 14; 


wall 
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for he hath ſaid, Call #por me in 
the day of trouble, F le deliver 
thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me, 
P/al. 50.15. Mark this golden 
entence, O my ſoul, for here is 
botha Precept for thee, to bind 
thee, and a promiſe to aſſure 
thee 3 the Precept 1s call por 


»£ ; Fm 
yp) # 6 yea, "cry unto me and ſpare 


not, as if thou durſt not fpeak , 
being afraid, but rather lift up 
thy voice and cry aloud,as being 
commanded to bo ſo bold ; the 


Promiſe is, and I will deliver 


thee, or Ile looſe thee from thy 
bonds, for ſo much the original 


 AVDMF imports, even a ſolution from 
- TEIN bonds z for troubles are as bonds, 


and ſo are ſins, and thou ſhalt glo- 
rify me; note how the Lord doth 
herepromiſe not only to free thee 
from troubles, but alſo to cauſe 
thee to glorify him, being freed 
out of troubles, as which of thy 
ſelf thou canſt not do, n—_ 

ue 
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but' even now thou did(t promiſe 
and vow to do it, 

Soxl. Are not thel(ethy words, 
O my Lord, my God, who muſt 
help me? didſt not thou dictate 
them into David's pen, and leave 
them recorded in thy book,even 
for me, to excite and to ſecure 
me? Lo, I am in trouble, O 
Lord, being faſt bound and capti- 
vated, as it were, of ſin, Rowe. 7. 
23. and I cannot unite my felf, 
of my ſelf; bur thou canſt, 
who art omnipotency it ſelf, 
and therefore I call even to thee, 
to help me. For thou haſt ſaid, 
call upon me in the day of trou- 
ble, and I afſure my ſelf that 
thou wilt not leave me, becauſe 
thou haſt promiſed me, that 
thou wilt deliver me, ſaying, I 
will deliver, or looſe thee. Looſe 
me therefore, O thou, who art 
moſt free, and unbounded and 


yet bound to free me, having 
N 2 bound 
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bound thy ſeltby a promiſe, to 
ſuccor me, O let not ſin, let not 
Satan keep me bound ,whom thou 
Lord Feſws haſt redeemed by thy 
precious blood, but free me, O 
free me, by thy power,from the 
power of the one, and tyranny of 
the other, that I may freely ſerve 
thee ; being 'comforted in thee, 
Yea, Lord, when thou haſt cnlar- 
ged me, then enable me alſo and 
cauſe me to gloryfie thee. For 
thou haſt promiſed that alſo un- 
to me, ſaying, and . thou ſhalt 
gloryfie me, taking that ſaying 
to bea promiſe, as well as a pre- 
cept. For elſe if thou ſhould(t 
but command me that I muſt glo- 
ryfie thee, and ſhouldſt not alfo 
cauſe me to do what thou com- 
mandeſt, I ſhould never be able 
to do whatT ought, and ſo con- 
ſequently thou ſhouldeſt never 
have the glory, which is due to 
thy holy name, And therefore 
bleſied 
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The ſeventh Conference. 
bleſſed be thy holy name, O my: 
God, and Saviour, who in One 
word haſt both in joyned ,, and 
promiſed me that [ ſhall plorife 
thee. Oinexhauſtible Fountain 
of all grace and glory, cauſe me 
therefore to glorifie thee, and to 
be grateful unto thee, for every 
mercy that I door ſhall receive 
of thee, and ſuffer me not to for» 
get either i it, or my ſelf, and to 
ſeek my ſelf and mine'own glory 
in any thing I do, or ſball do for 
thee, I humbly and ardeatly be- 
ſeech thee. 


The eighth Conference. 


Wherein the believing Soul maketh 
uſe of Chriſts overcoming of the 
world againſt the world. 


Eliev. O Lord my God,who, 
being the eternal Son of the 
eternal God, haſt given thy ſelf 


N 4 for 
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for me, to deliver me, a ſervant, 
and waſt made man, that I, a 
man, might be made a child of 
God, being free from ſin, which 
dwells in every man, Ro. 7. 20, 


(thee,God and man, exempted) | 


who art only without ſin, Heb, 
4. 15. Yea,didſt therefore over- 
come it in thee, who art God 
and man, Fohn. 16. 33. deliver 
me, [I pray thee, from ſin, even 
from this Luciferiar pride, feral 
paſhon, and this Soul-waſtin 
envy, and ſelf deſtroying ſelt- 
love, and from this evil cove- 
touſneſs, and from theſe unruly 
luſts. 
Chriſt. Doſt thou not believe that 

T am ableto doit? Mat.g. 28, 29. 

Believ. Yea, Lord, 

Chriſt, Then according to thy 
faith be it unto thee 3 

Believ. O- my moſt ſweet and 
bleſſed Saviour, how great is thy 


mercy! For when I filly mo 


as "IEE— Aa g_— —_— 


The ninnth Conference. 


did þut call, thou didſt hear me 
by and by, and when I was in 
fight, thou didſt corrobrate me, 
and when I was ready to link, 
thou didſt ſupport and ſuſtain 


| me, and when Idid even deſpair 


in my ſelf, thou did(ſt lift me up 
above my ſelf. Bleſſed be thy 
holy name for thy great and un- 
ſpeakable mercy. 


The ninth Conference. 


Wherein the believiezg Soul maketh 
ſe of the love of Chriſt a- 


gainſt fon. 


Out. O thou Heavenly fire, 

which alwaies ſhineſt, and O 
my dear love, whichalwaies bur- 
neſt, ſhinel pray thee from Hea- 
ven into me, and inflame me with 
thy great love, ſo as that nothing 
in this world may be fo dear un-+ 
ta me, asthou my dear Saviour, 


Yea, 


K-95 


* Cant. 2. 14. 


The ninth Conference. 
yea, let the world it ſelf be as 
dead untome , as it was to th 
ſervant Paul, who now Hioech 
and - ſhines. with thee in glory, 
Gal. 6..14. and do thou, which 
art life it ſelf, livein me as thou 
liveſt 1n him, that T alſo may live 
in thee with him, Gal. 2. 20. 

Chriſt. * 0 my dove, thou art 
thus in the clefts of the Rock , e- 
ven in me, who am thy Rock, 
and defireſt nothing more than 
me; beof good cheer, for thou 
ſbalt- both love me more than e- 
ver thou didſt, and Ile expreſs 
my love toward thee more than 
ever I did, and I will ſo ſtupi- 
fie thy ſenſes within thee, as that 
the world ſhall be as crucified un- 
to thee,and IT leevenlive in thee, 
and work mightily by thee, Col. 
x. 29. and thou ſhaltlive in me, 
and with me here and hereafter 
eternally, John 6. 56. 

Soul; O how ſweet, how ra- 

| viſhing 


$ 


/ 
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viſhing ;, and how comfortable 
are theſe words which I hear, 
ſweet Jeſus ! moreto be defired 
are they than Gold , yea, than 
much finegold, ſweeter alſothan 
the honey and the honey-comb, 
Pſal. 19. 10. for, by them thy ſer- 
vant is now aſſured , that the 
world ſhall be ſubdued in me, & 
that thou alſo thy ſelf, my moſt 
glorious Redeemer , wilt be my 
exceeding great and all-ſufficient 
reward, living in me and with me 
now and eternally : O thar this 
love and good affection, . which 
thou, O my Love, haft diffufed 
in me, might now be like that 
holy fire, whichin the time ofthe 
Law was to burn alwates, and 
never togo out upon thine Altar, 
and that no waters of affiition 
might quench it, and that no 
flouds of Satannical temptations 
drown it, Cant. 8. 7. O do thou, 
who art Love it felf, alwaies pre- 
ſerve 
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ſerve it, that it may ever burn 
and never go out, I humbly ob- 
ſecrate and pray thee, 


| Thetenth Conference. 


herein the believing Soul mak- 
eth uſe of Chriſts interceſſion. 


Eliev. O my Soul, as thou 

haſt done in times paſt, ſo 
ceaſe not now to invocate thy 
dear Saviour, that he will ſave 
thee more and more foom thy 
fins. For he is thy Lord, and 
therefore worſhip thou him, Pſal. 
45.11. 

Soxl. So I will by Gods help, 
O moſt fair, Pſal. 45. 2. Moſt 
holy, moſt gracious, moſt mer- 
ciful Saviour, intercede for me, 
that I may be kepr from this e- 
vil world, Rom.8. 34. 

Chriſt. | have prayed for 
thee, Jehre 17. 25. and I even 
ever 


er 


thee 
dou 


cert 
ror 
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never live to make interceſſion = 
- thhee , Hebr. 7. 25. Wherefore 
doubt not, bur aſſure thy ſelf for 
certain, that thou (halt be kept 
rom theevil which thou feareſt, 
and overcome the world which 
- thou hateft 3 for he that is my Fa- 
ther and my God, is alſothy Fa- 
ther and thy God, Jobr 20..17. 
and I know that he heareth me 
alwaies, John 11. 42. and therew 
| fore hath heard me in this thing. 
alſo,that I have prayed for, when 
I deſired him to keep thee from 
the evil, Jobr 17. 15. 

$oxl, I doubt not but God thy 
Father and my Father hath heard 
thee interceding for me, and me 
praying for my ſelf for thy ſake, 
and will hear me, for thou haſt 
ſaid, whatſoever. ye ſhall ark the 
F ather in my name,be will give it 
unto' you, John 16. 23. O ſweet 
name | how pleaſant? how de- 
letable? how amiable? and how 
Pre- 
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prevalent therefore muſt thou 
needs be in the mouth of -him | 
that /prayeth, and in the ears of] }© 
him ' that heareth ſuch prayers, | £ 
as are ſo ſweethed with thy | fe 
ſweet. ſavour ; ''as with - oint- by 
medt poured” forth 2: Cart. 1.7: 

O.blefſed be thy ſweet & holy || © 
name, ſweet Jeſus, in the which | 
thou cauſeſt me to truſt by this | F 
thy” [weet dad precious pro- 
miſe. | r 


The eleventh Confirtabs t 


Wherein obe ? Hoabled belytving 
Mr »ſe o — FY 
ATION 


T* Blirw. Te hotld FOR ad 

"Ithou 'art not yet; hor eanft be 
alropether-quier.'.” ' | 

.$oxl. Quiet? No, No, a5 tony 
as | have this body of fin about 
me, I do not look for it. 


Believ. 


u 
m 
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Believ. But yet thou'muſt not 
be fo much 6 wn and de- 
jected. 


Soul. Dejeted?how canT chuſe; 


I feeing that God is fill ſo much 


by me offended ? 

 Believ. But this is not the way 
to peace which thou goeſt.- - 

Soxb. Which way then would 

ou haveme to go? . + 

Believ, That 'way which is 
the beſt way. 

S$oxl. The beſt way ?' which'is 19 
the beſt way ? 

- Believ. Chriſt who hath faid of 
himſelf, that he is the. way it ſelf, 
John 14: 6) i! 

\Sowt.,: You ſay true, and T had 
almoſt forgotten m ſelf, forget- 
ting the way it ſel and pleaſing 
my ſelf with grief and ſorrow for 
my fins, which though it be good 
and . laudable when it is mode- 
rate and ſcaſonable, leading the 


enſive-and erplexed ſinner to 
Y | : Chriſt, 


BG. 
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Chriſt, yet is it not ſufficient,or a+ 
vailable when it goeth alone,and 
is ſeparated from Chriſt ; for he 
it is who muſt perfume & ſwee- 
ten all ſuch tears and ſorrows as 
ſhall be unto God acceptable; he 
muſt free us alſo from ſin, with- 
out which freedom no grief for 
ſins paſt can be profitable. 

Believ. Then go to Chriſt, O 
my ſoul, having been eftranged 
from him, by reaſon of ſin, which 
cauſed thee to abſent thy ſelf 
from him being ſo dejedted, and 
to count thy ſelf unworthy of 


| him, being ſo polluted. 


Soul. Sol will by Gods help, 
only adviſe me what I ſball ſay 


- Unto him, when I come before 


him, 
Believ, Urge him upon his pro- 
phetical Office, by vertue where- 
of he is bound to turn thee from 
iniquities, AGF, 3. 26, 
Soxl, O thou great Prophet 
an 


” 


| Theeleventh Conference. 


and heavenly Dodor,who,being 
come from 
light of light,teacheſt what no 0- 
ther Rabby can teach,8& canſt do 
what no man elſe can do, even 
tura men from their iniquitiesz 
O turn me alſo from mine ini- 

uities, and ſave me from my 
fads and let not ſo many leſſons 
thought by thy Servants, who are 
but men, be loſt in me, that look 
beyond them unto thee, who art 
both God and man, ordained b 
God to turn man from fin which, 
is the greateſt folly, he being the 
greateſt and wiſeſt Doctor, yea, 
Wiſdom it ſelf. 

Chriſt. I perceive, O Chriſtian 
ſoul, that needs thou wilt be 
taught of God , without whoſe 
teaching the Doftrines and in- 


{tructions of men are all in vain 3 Cor, 3. 9. © 


and TI ſee that thou groundelſt thy 
requeſt upona ſure aad everlaſt- 
ing Rock, even upoa the wy 
© 0 


God, God of God, * Job. 3: 2; 
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" * pf, 119, 49. time * to truſt inthee, and todiſ- 
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S x pet. 1.23- of truth * which abideth for ever; 


and cannot be denied ; and there- 
fore, as I have ſaid, that he who 
cometh unto me ſhall in no wiſe be 
caſt out , Jobr 6. 37. So be ſure 
that I will not reject thee, net- | 
ther, who ſo comelſt unto me to 


® Mat. 15, 29. * learn of me, who am ſent to 
Deur.18.15.* turn thee from thine iniquities 


' more and more , that they may 
not have dominion over thee. 
Soul, I am perſwaded , that 
thou wilt do even as thou haſt 
ſaid, Lord Jeſus 3 for it's unpol- 
fible that God ſhould lie, Web. 6. 
18, and therefore I will evenreſt 
on thee, and put my whole 
eruſt and aftiancei in thee, for my 
turning from mine — 
caſting away all ſelf confidence, 
and felf-relying on an. arm of 
fleſh ; for, in vain isthe help of 
man without thee, who madeſt 
man, and cauſeſt mc allo at this 


claim 


The twelfth Conference. 
claim all power and abilitie in 


man to ſave, and to *turn himſelf * 16-31. 1 


or any other man. 


The Twelfth Conference. 


Wherein the believing ſoul makes 
uſe of Chriſt's Kingly Office 


againſt ſin. 


Eliev. O King of Kings and 
Briora: of "er, I thar am moſt 
poor, come to thee that art moſt 
Hh I, being moſt miſerable, 
comeſto thee that art molt mer- 
ciful 5 _—_ moſt weak, to thee 
that art moſt ſtrong 3 and bein 

moſt ſinful, to thee that art moſt 
holy and good , deliring thee, 
that of thineinfinite mercie thou 
wilt deliver me out of my miſe- 
ry, and according to thy power, 

ſubdue the ſtrength and potenc 
of Satans tyranny 3 and enene 
ing to the vertue of thy. Kingly 
O 2 Othce, 
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Office, wilt debilitate & weaken 
the force and power of fin, that 
It may not reign. 

_— Doſt thou believe that 
Tam ſuch a King indced ? and 
thy King , whonot only can, but 
alſo will ſubdue thy fins ? 

Believ. I do belieye it, and 
therefore, O my King, and my 
God, rule thou in my heart, even 
in the midſt of thine and mine 
enemies , Pſal. 110. 2. and ſo 
rule, as "that my Soul may rule 
my Bodie , Reaſon my , Soul, 
Grace Reaſon, and " my hole 
ſelf may be wholly ſolel 
ſubje&t to thy hol will it ſelf, 
both inwardly an outwardly, 


and that eternally : O Lord,thou | 


haſt ſaid, Ak and ye ſhall have, 
Luke 11.9. 7 aſk, help, let me 
haveit. 

Chriſt. T hou ſhalt have it, & 
muſt have itz: for 7 apo tied by 
the Promiſe which 1 have made, 
as 


The twelfth Conference. 


as that 7cannot denie thee, what 
ever thou doſt requeſt me , be- 
cauſe 7 have ſaid, that every one 
that asketh receiveth; and he that 
ſeeketh findeth, end to hine that 
knocketh it ſhall be opened, Luke 
II. IO. 

Believ. 7 will extoll thee, my 
God, O King, and IT will bleſs thy 


Nag 7 for ever and ever: eve- Pal. 45. I, 2. 


will 7 bleſs thee, and I will 
praiſe thy Name fo ever and e- 
ver, for thou haſt heard me, and 
art become my ſalvation, there- 
fore my mouth ſhall ſpeak the prai- 
ſes of the Lord, and let all fleſh 
bleſs his holy Name for ever aud 
ever, Pſal. 145+ 21, | 


The Thirteenth Conference. 


F herein the believing ſoul returns 
rom the vain things of the 


world ts _— and makethuſe 


of the ſacred words precepts to 
reſiſt ſin, craving aſſiſtance of 
Chriſt. 

at 


Eliev. O my Soul, why'doſt 
Beto range {o, and wandereſt 
here and there , whereas here is 
not thy reſt ? 

Soul. You do well to recall 
me, for I am apt to go aſtray, 
like a loſt ſheep , and to forget 
both God and my ſelf, and to 
mind the vain things of this vile 
world. 

Believ. So thou art, and there- 
fore ſecing thou art thus ſenſible 
of it, return unto thy reſt, O my 
Soul, Pſal. 116. 7. and flie thou 
hence, like a Dove, even like 
Noah's 


The thirteenth C onferexce. 


Noah's dove, which finding no 
reſt any where for the (ole of her 
foot, returned into the Ark flo- 
ting upon the viaters, Gem. 8. 6. 
ſo dothon return from fleeing a- 
broad unto Jeſus Chriſt typified 
by that Ark, who hath promiſed 
thee reſt, Mat. 11. 28. 

Soxl. You (ay right, ſoI ought 
to do, and therefore I will feek 
no farther abroad, nor think ſo 
much - upon ſuch vain and tran» 
ſitory things as I have done, bur 
rather come back again to him 
who doth ſo lovingly invite me, 
ſaying, Return, return, 0 Shula- 
mite, return return,andT will ſay 


unto him * 7 have ſinned againſt *,,q ,,.18. 


Heaven and egainſt thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy 
Sponſe: but thou canſt cureme, 
as well ascall me, and make me 
as c len, as ever was any belie- 
ving Soul, and therefore Take 4+ 
way alll wine iniquities and re-+ 
. 4 cerve 
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ceive me graciouſly, Hoſe. 14. 3. 
Chriſt. will doit, only fin no 
more, Joh. 5. 14. and be not fo 
worldly, and ſo vain hereafter, 
as thou haſt been in times paſt. 
Soxl. I hope I ſhallnever be ſo 
overtaken again, only do thou 
* turn me, and I (hall be turned, 
and ſubdue fin in me as thou haſt 
promiſed me, Ezek. 36. 26. Mic. 
7, 19, & keep home my thoughts 
and fix them upon thy ſelf, and 
then I cannot poſhibly be ſo 
wordly. 

Chrift. I ſee thou wilt needs 
hold me faſt by my word, and I 
cannot go from it, bccauſel can- 
not deny my ſelf, being thetruth 
* Luk. 7, $0, it ſelf, and therefore go in peace, 
thy faith hath ſaved thee ;, torlo, 
I, whom by thy faith thou didfſt 
embrace and urge by the Word 
of Promiſe, which 1 have ſpoken 
Cas 7am Cod who cannot lye, 
Heb. 6.18.) even I my (elf will 


do 


# Jer. 31, 
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do that for thee, which thou 
canſt not do without me, that is, 
I will more and more ſubject this 
vile world unto thee, and abject 
thy worldly luſts and affections 
from thee, and dejectthe ſtrong 
mans holds in thee, and reje& 
his Satanical proffers by thee, 
and eject even all his wicked in- 
jeftions and ſuggeſtions out of 
thee, that they not be nox1ous 
and hurtful unto thee. 

Soul. O Lord Jeſus * come and * Rev. 22.20. 
do it, yea, be thou like a Roe, or 
young Hart upon the mountains 
of Bether , or of * diviſion , ma-*Cant. 2. ut. 
king haſt to fulfill thy Word in Nam wma. 
me, for lo I am even divided oy >< 
two, having a will and a will ,""* 
or-a will which is againſt a will, 
a will regenerate, warring againſt 
the will uaregenerate, and yet 
but one will 3 thus divided, asit 
were, in two,fo as that* 7 cannot « ga, ,. 
as I \hould overcome? this vile | 
world, 


bo 4 
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world, but mineeics aretowards 
thee, O Lord, who only canſt & 
muſt end this quarrel, and there- 


fore 1 lay with David, make haſt. 


to help me, O Lord my ſalvation, 
Pſal. 37. 22. 

Chriſt. Surely 7 come quickly, 
Rev. 22. 20, 

Soul. Ever ſo come Lord Jeſws, 


The Fourteenth Conference. 


Wherein the believing Soul deſires 
Chriſts preſence that it may be 


able to overcome the world. 


Eliev. Thou mult overcome 
Buy {elf in many things, O my 
Soul, if thou wilt come to enjoy 
a more perfett peace, and tran» 

uility, being freed from many 
| 62". fears, diſcomforts, and 
diſcontents, which many times 
ſurprize thee. 


Soul, Which be thoſe many , 


things, 


. 


W- we A «aa 
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things, wherein 7 muſt yet more 
overcome my ſelt ? 

Believ. Firſt of all thou art too 
ſoon and too much angry, and 
paſſionate 3 yea, and thou lovelſt 
pleaſure too well yet, even fine 
lights and dainty fare, and mo- 
ney, and mens applauſe, and vain 
talk, and idle ſports, and flan- 
drous reports 3 again, thou haſt 
not laid afide yet thine envy,thy 
malice, and thy dats = 
thy high mindedneſfs, and ſelf- 
conceitednels, and thy. {loathful- 
neſs, and evil thoughts; yea, 
while the very ſteps of thy beſt 
beloved are yet hot in thee,thou 
doſt even intromit adulterous 
and moſt ignominous thoughts of 
pride and revenge, and luſts,and 
ſtrife, and worldly gain, and vain 
delights,and gracelcts talk 5 and 
thoſe ears, which a little before 
did drink in the Word ſpokenby 


the everliving God himſelf, are 


peltilently 
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peſtilently infeted , and thoſe 
cies which were evenlately bap- 
tiſed with ſacred 'and precious 
tears, are horribly contaminated, 
and that heart which was recent- 
ly and newly viſited of the cele- 
ſtial Bridegroom, is wofully foil- 
ed and polluted,and that tongue 
which did decant , (ing, and ſay 
the praiſes and ſongs of God, pi- 
tifully abuſed. 

Soul. All this is moſt true, 7 
cannot deny it, and therefore wo 
is me, that 7 have ſo lovin 
and gracious a God, and Saviour 
who 1nay now juſtly ſay unto me 


, what could I havedone more unto 


thee, that T have not done for thee? 
Iſa. 5. 9. thou waſt not and 7 
created thee, thou haſt finned 
and made thy ſelf Satans bond- 
ſlave and 7 redeemed thee, thou 
didſt go aſtray in the worlds cir- 
cumference with the ungodly, 
and I elected thee from among 
them, 


= %# > #. -” 
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them, I gave thee grace where- 
by thou mighteſt overcome this 
vile world ; but thou haſt played + 1... . 
the harlot with the world, and 
negleted that grace and faith 
which I *delivered unto thee. * Jude v. 3. 
Again, Iwould fain have made | 
mine * abode with thee conti- * Job. 14-23- 
nually,and thereforeT have often 
_ at the door of thy heart, 
ſaying, oper to me, my Siſter, my 
Love, my Dove , my undefiled, 
for * wy head is filled with the*cam.s.2. 
dew, and my locks with the drops 
of the night, by reaſon of my long 
waiting for thee, but thou haſt 
not opened unto me, and there- 
fore what an unhappy creature 
am I, that have ſo horribly and 
deteſtably abuſed and offended 
the _ my Creator,which made 
me 

Chriſt, Thy caſe indeed is 
grievous, O perplexed Soul, but, 
yet deſpair not; for * the hogs Joel. 3. 1%, 
thy 
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thy God is gracious, and merci]! 
ful, and ſlow to anger, and off 0 
great kindneſs and repenteth him|"! 
of the evil, and therefore he ſaith, 129 


| Thou haſt played the harlot with|7 


many lovers, yet return again un: 
forme, Jer. 3.1. | 

Soul. Are not theſe they 
words, O my Lord,and my God? 
did not they iflue out of thy ſa- 
cred mouth ? And are they not 
writen for my learning,that 1, e- 
venl,through patience and com- 
fort ofthe Scriptures might have 
hope ? Ro. 15.4. 

Chr. Yes verily : for the whole 
word of God is my word, and 
I am Gods word, Rev. 19, 13, 
Yea, God himſelf, Johr 1. 1. 
who ſpake theſe words, for thine 
everlaſting comfort. 


S. Ibelieveit,l believe it, ſweet 


JTeſm,dear Savioir, who art * my 

Lord , and my God, and there- 

fore though my ſins be great, tr 
wI1 


Lc 
e 
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will I not deſpair, nor be out 
A of hope, having ſo great and lo- 
ving a Saviour, who caſts away 
none, but thoſe that will caſt a- 
way themſelves, O my dear 
.I[Love, Chriſt, which ever burn- 
eſt with love, and art * more 


merciful , than I can poſhbly PT. 
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2zI]be finful, have nou upon me gianr. 


[therefore , and pardon all my 
elgrivous offences, and hainous 
. tranſgreſſions, where with I have 
.|tranſgreſſed and finned againſt 
thee. Inflame me alſo with the 
inextinguible flame of thy love; 
{ſo as that I may love nothing in 
| |this world more than thee , O my 
[ſweeteſt Loveand moſt mereiful 
 JRedeemer,Chriſt Feſwe. 
-| TJeſws. I ſee thou wilt needs 
have a pardon and me too, 
whomthou deſireſt to love more 
than all things, and ſo conſe- 
quently to enjoy aboveallthings, 
and therefore as both the _ 
an 


t 
t 
] 
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and the other thou doſt deſire, 
ſo both thou ſhalt have; a pardon 
firſt, which may put away thy 
guiltineſs 3 and me too, as b 
whom thou mayeſt & muſt over- 
come thy worldine(s, being 
wounded with arrowes of my 


| love, and induced with ſuffici- 


*% Hoſ. 11. 9. 


ent ſtrength and power from a- 
bove, by me, in me, and for me; 
that the world may nort,as it hath 
in times palt, overcome thee. 

Soul. And wilt thou give thy 
ſelf unto me indeed;fweet Lamb, 
dear Saviour, who alſo haſt * gi- 
ven thy ſelf for me? 

Chriſt, Yes verily 3 for can- 
not deny my ſelf, 2 Tie. 2. 13. 
being *God, as well as man 3 a 
meer man may deny himſelf, 
when a woman will marry him, 
and have him, but Icannot do 
it; if the pooreſt creature that is 
will have me, believing on me, 
I cannot keep my ſelf trom ſuch 

a 
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a poor Sou], but I muſt and will 
give my ſelf unto it, becauſe I 
have bound my ſelf to do it by 
the word of promiſe, Fo. 6. 51. 
Jo. 14. 23. Rev. 2, 17. 

Soul, O the joy, and O the 
comfort_which theſe ſweet words 
of thine diſtill into me , ſweet 
Saviour ! For now Iam fully per- 
ſwaded, that thou my beloved, 
art mine, that I amthine,C ant. 
2.16.and that this vile world ſhal 
have no ſuch power over me, as 
It had formerly, and that nothing 
in this world ſhall be dearer un- 
to me, than thou,my dear Savi- 


ourzand therefore I am even bold 


upon that aſſurance, which TI 
ground upon thy word of pro- 
miſe, to beſpeak thee in the Lan- 
guage and praiſe of thy dear 
Spoule, ſaying, Let him kifs me 
with the kiſſes of his mouth; thy 
love (O my love) zs better than 
wine, Can. 1.2. Tea, my beloved 
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ſhall even lie all night betwixt my 
breajts, Cant.1. 13. Atid my be- 
loved is white and ruddy the 


5. 10. O my beloved, benot far 
from me, (Pſal. 37.21.) at any 
time, but let thy mercy , truth, 
and love alwayes preſerve,guide, 
and accompany me, and whenſo- 
ever thou givelt any good thing 
unto me,give thy (elf alſo,as well 
as other things, & above all other 
* Quoniam fi things 3 * for without thee they 
cn /- areall worth nothing, and there- 
deris nam ſuf- fore if thou ſhouldſt give me: all 
fieit ſervo 9 thatthou haſt made,it would not 
niſfs teipſum x 
' gederis. Aug. Yea, Could not content me, if 
Man.c. 3. thou ſhouldeſt not give thy ſelf 
withall, who madelt all. 
Believ, I muſt needs inter- 
rupt thee, O my Soul, (becauſe 
T (ee that thou art not 10 thank- 
ful as thou ſhouldeſt be, for this 
great mercy, Which the Lord 
hath evcn now fſhewed toward 


thee) 


chiefeſt among ten thouſand,Can., 
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thee) ſaying, bleſs the Lord, 0 my 
Soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits, who forgiveth all thine ini- 
quities,who heals all thy diſeaſes, 
who redeems thy life from deſtru- 
dion, who crowns thee with loving 
kindneſs and tender mercies, Pſ. 
I03. 1, 2, 3, 4. I add who hath 
given himſelf in part already, 
and hath promiſed thee that he 
willimpart himſelf yet more un- 
to thee, 

Soul. Well ſaid, for * whoſo-* 24 er4tiam 
ever will rctain grace, muſt be 4 5rar fr 
thankful for grace received, and gratus pro 
therefore while I l:vewill Tpraiſe | __— 
the Lord, Iwill ſing praiſes nnto pis, de imit. 
my God while I have any being, Chriſti L. 2. 
Pe. 145. 2. Ms 

Believ. Yea, Let every thing 
that hath breath praiſe the Lord, 
Alleluia, Pſal. 150. 6, 
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Wherein the troubled believing 
Soul craves the promiſed hid- 
den Manna, that it may be the 
more couragious to fight th 


fight of Faith. | 


Eeliev. Why art thou ſad, O 
my Soul ? 

Soul. How can[T be merry, be- 
ing deſtitute of that true comfort 
which I was wont to find. 

Believ. Thou muſt lookto the 
hand of God in it, who 1. doth 
fo caſtigate and corret& thee, for 
having been too jovial and vain 
in a carnal manner, 2.doth ſce 
that thou now art not fit for ſuch 
Joy & comfort, not being found- 
ly dejected 3; for though thou 
grieveſt now and then even be- 
yond meaſure,yet at other times 
thou art as fooliſh and outward, 
and careleſs and fearleſs, as it 

thou 
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thou hadſt never known the praftiſe 
of Godly ſorrow, which is ever to be 
renewed even day by day, Pſ.51.3. 

Soul. All this is true,and therefore 
I do refolve,that, by Gods help, Ile 
never be ſo vain, and outward, and 
fooliſhly merry, as I have been, but 
rather Wiſer, grave,moderate, awful, 
careful, and conſtant in the daily re- 
newing of godly ſorrow. 

Believ. So' do, and then look for 
joy, and comfort inthe Lord 3 who 
1s ſaid to comfort /nch as are ſo caſe 
down, 2 Cor.7.6.and then forget not 
to uſe faith whereby thou mayeſt 
feed on the word of promiſe, as for 
inſtance,thar in Kev.2.17.To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the 
hidden manna ,even joy unſpeakable 
tobe found in me,w ho am that bread 
of life,that inanna which came down 
from Heaven. 

Sout. Sol purpole, and therefore, 
O thou ever-living bread of life, who 
feedeſt others, and yet never faile(t 
thy 
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eur thy ſelf, nor art either dimintſhed, 
ax» Or conſumed ; feed me alſo, and re- 
melos,in freſh me, and comfort me, as thou 
Hel doeſt others, and haſt comforted me 
ft &Me-in time paſt, ſweet Feſas, let metaſt 
ercna, but of the crums that fall from thee, 
Sr. and let me feel but ſome of thoſe 
erm.15. raviſhing joyes, which I was wont to 
pare. feelin thee, O Lord,my God,thy ve- 
* Judg. ry name's as ſweet ashony, and thou 
$4 thy ſelfart ſweetneſs ir (elf,& there- 
5. fore as Samſon found * hony in the 
*Rom. dead Lion, which he {Jew, ſo let me 
4b find ſome {ſweetneſs alſo in thee, who 
miracu- art that * Lion of the tribeof Juda, 
Hſe. whom the Jewes flew, yea, who is * 
aim for riſenagain , having overcome death, 
eadem and isaſcended upinto Heaven,trom 
cum.” Whence allo I look for comfort 
naturali, and joy,to drop,and ro deſcend upon 

gue naſ- mheevenas manna(wholetaſt was like 

eeabie, *waficrs made with hony,Ex0o.16.13. ” 
Danzus did come out of Heaven, John 6. | 
ls 3I. tofill and to feed the people of | 
xwra#.2, God upon carth, O Lord , dear 


cap. 25. Saviour 
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Saviour, whoart the very bread of God , whictl 
cometh down from Heaven, . and giveſt life unto 
the world, Fobn 6. 33. give me,l pray thee,this hid 
den manna , that F believing on-thee may re- 
Joyce in thee with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory,r 
Pet. 1.8.. | 
Chriſt. Thou art too greedy and too cager after 
comfort, which for its continued fruition thow 
ſhouldeſt rather expeCt in Heaven than from Hea® 
ven ; for now is the time of ghrting, and hereaf- 
ter will come the sime of tryumphing when the 
fight is ended; and therefore why doft thou de» 
fire that.in this world, which is re{erved for ano» 
ther world?Dolt rhou think to have a Heaven here,” 
and a Heaven hereafter too, that is too much. * 
Soul. Truth Lordzit is too much for me,who de-' 
ſerve not the leaſt of thy mexcies,yet ſeeing thou 
haſt promiſed both Heavens ,. even a Heavew itt” 
Heaven and a Heaven upon earth, joy here and | 
joy hereafter, therefore | look for beth, even for 
 ataſt now, and for full fruition hereafter, and Vie 
nor leave thee till thou bleſs me with ſuch joy, 
crown me with ſuch comfores,' as. may refreſh,8 
ſtrengthen, and encourage me' ſo, as that! like 
; Fonathan I may wich new {upplied fortitude 'and 
valour reaſſault my {piritual enemies, having ta- 
ſted how (weer thou art, CO Lord my God,. ever 
(weerer than thac molt tweer and pleafanc hony 
which Fonathan had taſted, when hisFeiles * 1 Sam. 
were intightened, &hunſelt-ſo carrobora- 1427.34 


js 
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it a hoſt of men. Noram [che firſt that crave 
is Heaven ; for thy ſervanes David,” who was a 
man afcer thine own heart, did requeſt thee for 
the very ſame thing before me, ſaying, reſtore unto 


Jet not my Lord be diſpleaſed with megwho follow 
Cuach an approved pattern, ſaying after him, who 
ſaid fo firft,O Ld 

thy Salwagion,which I have found wanting along 
time,& afrer che ſpouſe in Cant. 2. 5. Stay me with 
gons,comfort me with apples. For I am fick of love, 
Chriſt, I ſee thou wilt not be denied,and I can- 
not deny my words, and therefore 44 one whom by 


fhalr be comforted, Iſa. 66. 13. 
Believ. As the Apple-tree among the trees of the 
wood, ſo is my Beloved among the Sons, Forlo, Now 
T fit down under bis ſhad:;w with great delight, and bis 
fruit is ſweet unto my taſt, Cant. 2. 3. and therefore 
* return unto thy reſt, O'my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifnlly with thee; and now what ſhall T render wn- 
to the Lord for all by benefits towards me: 7 will 
' take the Cup of ſalvation, and call upon the Name of 
' the Lord, becanſe be bath inclined hi ears unto me, 
therefore will I call upon him as long as I live, Pſal. 
I16. 2 3, 12, 13+ i 
Alleluia. rs >; 
NR? | 
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ed, and enlivened;as that he was able to diſcons. | 


mother comforreth, ſo will I comfort thee, and tbou | 


[7 


8 
» 


me the joy of thy Salvation,Pſal.$r, 12:Mnd therefore | 


,reſtore unto me alſothe joy of ' 
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